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Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, baptizing them in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have com- 1 8 
manded you, Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. Mi 
He that believeth and is baptiz'd ſpall k ſav'd, but he 112 4 


believeth not ſhall 1 damm d. Mar xvi. 16. 


22655 Primed 5 a. Bowyer, and (old by V. and 


J. Imys, in St. Paul's Church-Yard, and R. Williamſon, 
Grays-Inn-Gaze 3 in Holborn, M DCC XXVI. | 
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TO THE 


INHABITANTS 


OF THE 


P A 5 hs 8 H 
Roſo-Crowthor. 


E Church of ENGLAND 

* N having with great Wiſdom 
5 and Piety provided this ſhort 
#: Catechiſm tor the Inſtruction of 
her Youth in the Principles of 


the 94 Religion, it were exceedingly 
to be wiſh'd ch none were ignorant of it, 
and that thoſe who are acquainted there- 
with were alſo able to give a Reaſon for 
thoſe Principles in which they have been 
inſtructed. From ſuch a Knowledge as 
A 2  t#his 
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The EPISTLE. 
this of Chriſtianity, we ſhould have good 


round to hope for the noble and genuin 
ruits and FffeFs of it on the Minds and 


Lives of our People, that they would be- 


come both true Members of the Church, 
and good Subjects to the State, having a 
juſt Fear of God, free from Superſtition 
and Error, and a ſincere Love of that holy 
Religion he has reveal'd to us, and in 
Obedience thereto purſuing Peace and 


Charity and Beneficence towards each other, 


with chearful and well-grounded Hopes 
of receiving the infinite Advantages in 
another Life of their Piety and Virtue in 


this. And this Catechiſm duly explain'd is 


of excellent Uſe to inſtruct ſuch of the 
Azed alſo who are yet but Children in On- 
derſtanding, and even to confirm the more 
knowing in the Principles of our moſt 
holy Faith, the Knowledge whereof is of 

the utmo# Conſequence to all. For if any 
thing is of conſequence to us, it muſt needs 
concern us to krow and to be convincd 
what we ought to believe, and how we 
are oblig'd to lead our Lives, that we may 
not only eſcape the Puniſhments that are 
denounc'd againſt wicked Men, but ob- 
tain the Happineſs of the Juſt. And tho? 
1 know the World wants not Expoſitions 
of the Church-Catechiſme done by great and 
excellent Men, yet as I conceive that mew 


Bopks of this kind, if they do Juſtice to 


their 


The EPISTLE. 


their Subject, will always have their Uſe, 
ſo I could not fo well ſatisfy myſelf with 
recommending to you the L of 

others as making this Offer of my own, 

which I deſire you will accept, as a ſin- 

cere Teſtimony of my Affection for you, 

and my Deſire of your Happineſs both in 

this Life and a better. For your obtaining 

of which, as the Knowledge and Practice 

of the Chriſtian Religion is the certain and 

only Means (for Godlizeſs, and that only, 

is profitable unto all things, having Promiſe 

of the Life that now is, and of that which is * 
to come) ſo I hope the following Explana- 

tion of the Principles of it will not be un- 
ſerviceable to that End. 


In order thereunto J have endeavour d 
not only to explain to you the Principles 
of Chriſtianity, as contain d in the Church- 
Catechiſm, but alſo, as far as the Smallneſs 
of this Work would allow, or the Deſign 
of it might require, to ſhew the Truth and 
Reaſonableneſs of them; the doing of this 
being of exceeding conſequence to render 
our Religion, as it ought to be, rational 
and j»t, tree from Superſtition on one hand, 

or a Compliance only with Cuſtom on the 
= other. I have moreover given you a brief 
Account of Confirmation, and other Rites 
of the Church, becauſe I think it to be of 
great Uſe that we ſhould' have juſt _— 
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of them. And in the laſt place I have at- 
tempted to ſnew you in one Viem the Ex- 
celleucy of the Chriſtian Religion, and of the 
Church of England; from whence we may 
be the better able to diſcern that we have 
the utmoſt reaſon to obey ſo divine an In- 
ſtitution, and to continue ſtedfaſt in the 


Communion of one of the beſt Churches 


upon Earth. This therefore being the 
Nature and Deſign of this Treatiſe, which 
I undertook upon your Account, I take 


Leave with the greater Freedom to re- 


commend it to your frequent and ſerious 
Peruſal; and I hope er not 2 
out its Uſe, if every Maſter of a Family, 
or ſome other proper Perſon in it by his 
Direction, would read regularly a Portion 
or two of it on Sundays to the reſt of the 
Family, and explain to them, if need be 
in any particular Paſſages, the Senſe and 
Meaning thereof. I promiſe myſelf alſo to 
make ſome good Uſe of it in the Church, 


but of which I need ſay nothing at this 


time. os , 


I confeſs I was the more readily deter- 
min'd to.a Work of-this kind, not only 
becauſe I hop'd it might be ſome Advan- 
tage to you, but becauſe it was not at all 
new to me. | Yet I have no reaſon to ſay | 
that this ſmall Work even with this Ad- 


vantage coſt me no Pains, I was oblig d 
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The EPISTLE. 
ſcribe my former Compoſitions on tho Ghurch 
Catechiſm, which have now lain by me 


many Years. I had beſides no want of aber 


Buſineſs, and was not willing to perform 
this in a careleſs manner, or without gi- 
ving it all the Aduantage- I could. But in 
ſpeaking this I ought by no means to omit 
making an humble Acknowledgment of the 
Aſſiſtance 1 receiv'd for it from the Moſt 
Reverend the Lord Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury's excellent Commentary on the Church- 
Catechiſm. | Tis with the greater Pleaſure 
I do this, not only for the ſake of menti- 
oning ſo valuable a Book, but becauſe it 
gives me this Opportunity to expreſs the 
great and grateful Reſpect I have for the 
Author of it. A, Name. that ought always 
to be mention'd with Honour by all Lovers 
of our Conſtitution in Church and State, 


and by we eſpecially in a Work that is de- 


dicated to von; it being to his Kindreſs in 
ſome meaſure that I owe the Occaſcon of it. 
And it is indeed a particular Pleaſure to 
me that I owe my Preſerment in the Church 


to the Aſſitance-of fo great and ſo good a 
Man. | 


And I aſſure you it is alſo a Pleaſure to 
me, that by God's Providence my Lot hath 
fallen among you; and as 'tis no leſs my 


Deſire than my Duty to cultivate a Friend- 


foip 


„ 
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The EPISTLE. 

; 7s with you, ſo you may depend 
an DO Cs my Good-will and 
— am with unfeigned Wiſhes 
and Prayer both for your temporal and 
eternal Happineſs, 


Dear Brethren, 
Tour moſt affectionate 
and aſſured Friend, 


R. DAVIES. 
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p. G2. I. 27. r. crying a Sin as Murder, p. 75. 1, 12. r, 
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Page 56. 1, 2. after Benefits, add, to wit, the Creation 
of the World, the Reſurreſtion of our bleſſed Saviour 
from the Dead, and our Redemption thro' him, roge- 
ther with the Mifton of the Holy Ghoſt on the Apo- 
ſtles on the Day of Pentecoſt, and the Conſtitution of 
the ING Church, as the Conſeguence of it. 
Theſe ſhould be the Subject of our dzvour Praiſes ----- 


Bevin the Note in the ſame Page as follows : It ſeems 
to be the univerſal Opinion that the Day of Pentecoſt, 
on which the Holy Ghoſt deſcended on the Apoſtles, 
was the firſt Day of the Week, This appears to have 
been the Senſe of the Church in her Appointment of 
Whitſunday. Even thoſe that otherwiſe differ ——- 


Page 76. I. 13. inſtead of the Period, Vithout theſe 
Virtues, inſert theſe that follow. For theſe alſo are 
agreeable to the Will of God, and the Intereſt of 

nkind ja their Dealings and Intercourſe with one 
another. Nor without them can we perform our 
Duty to God or Man as we ought, The former, I 
mean Temperance,—— | 


I have only further to obſerve, that as I would have 
Diſcourſe XXI. divided into 4 Paragraphs, and XXII, 
into 3, I have accordingly conſider d them as ſo diyi- 
ded in the foregoing Table of Contents, 
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OF THE 
Chriſtian Religion. 


1 Vell. N J Hat is your Name? 
WG. | Anſw. N. 02 M. 
Q Who gave you this Name? 
A. p Godfathzers and Godmother s in 
my Baptiſm, wherein J was made a 
Member of Chzilt, a Child of God, and 
an Jnherito2 of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Q. What did pour Godfathers and. 
Godmothers then ko2 pou? i 
4 They did pꝛomiſe and vow thꝛee things 
in my Name. Firſt, that IJchauld renounce 
the Devil and all his Wozks, the Pomps 
and Vanities of this wicked World, and 
all the nful Luſts of the Ficſh. Secondly, 
that A ſhould believe all the Articles of 
oy Cy:iltian Faith. And thirdly, that 
ſyould keep God's holy Will and Com⸗ 
mandments, and walk in the ſame all 
the Days of my Life. 
B 1. The 


2 Diſcourſes on the Principles 
Diſcouſe 1. The Catechiſm begins with asking the 
J. Child's Chriſtian Name, not only becaule it is 
p 7 caly and familiar a Queſtion to Children, 
but becauſe it ſo directly leads to the Conſi- 
deration of our Baptiſm, and the Vou that was 
then made by our Godfathers and Godmothers 1n 
our Name. For it was then we receiv'd from 
them our Chriſtian Name, which is ſo called, 
becauſe it was given us when we were bap- 
tiz'd or chriſten'd, that is, made Chriſtians, or 
Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, ſuch as profeſs them- 
ſelves willing to learn of him, and to be gui- 
ded by him, and by conſequence ready both 
to believe his Doctrine and to obey his Laws. 
And the reaſon why the Church continues the 
ancient Uſage of having Godfathers and God- 
mothers in our Baptiſmf, is not only that they 


See the latter ſhould promiſe in the Name of the Child, but 


End of the ; alſo that they ſhould be as Sureties for his In- 
e Rrution in the Chriſtian Faith, and that he 


may be virtuouſly brought up to lead a godly 


1 It does not appear that Infants were at all baptiz'd 
without Sponſors in the primitive Times. Indeed ancient- 
ly but one Sponſor was required, whoſe Duty it was, as 
it u now, to anſwer for the Child, and to take care of his 
Inſtrution and Obedience. And then too Parents were com- 
monly Sponſors — their own Children. Now the Church 
requires three Sureties for every Child, perhaps to make 
up by a greater Number the want of that Zeal which was 
in the primitive Times, when one was wy as good or 
better Security to the Church for a Child's Inſtrution and 
Conduct, than three in theſe later Ages. However the 
Church cannot be hlam'd for her Care of her Children, and 
tis not to leſſen the Parents Obligation tc educate their 
Children well, that they are not now allow'd to be Spon- 
ſors for them. Their Obligation ſo to do i founded in Na- 
ture; and "tis with Wiſdom and Piety that the Church i 
defirous to add an Obligation for ſo good an End on other: 
alſo, to ſupply what might happen to be wanting in the 
pious Education of Children, either by the Death, or other 
Incapacity, or Negle of their Parents, 


and 


of the Chriſtian Religion. 3 
and a Chriſtian Life. When we therefore con- 
ſider the infinite Advantages of true Religion 
and Virtue, it were molt unreaſonable to blame 
the Church for her Concern for the good Edu- . 
cation of her Children in that, which 1s the only 
Means to their obtaining a happy and an im- 
mortal Life; by ſuperadding to the natural 
Duty of Parents towards their Children, an 
Obligation on others alſo to bring them up in the 
Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. And if but 
few receive Benefit by this Inſtitution, the Ad- 
vantage even of thoſe few is a govd reaſon for 
the continuance of it. It is indeed to be wiſh'd 
that all Godfathers and Godmothers had a due 
Regard, as they are oblig'd, for the ſpiritual 
Welfare of the Children for whom they are 
Sureties, and accordingly took all proper Op- 
portunities to porn their good Education in 
true Chriſtian Knowledge and Virtue, eſpect- 
ally when the Negle& of Parents or other Re- 
lations makes it the more neceſſary for them 
ſo to do. But if any Circumſtances of Things 
render this impracticable to any one, he may 
depend upon the Integrity of his Intention in 
what happens not to be in his Power to per- 
form. And as the I»ftitutions of the Church 
are by no means to be deſpiſed or rejected on 
one hand, ſo are they always to be interpre- 
ted with Reaſon and Equity on the other. 

2. But that which is chiefly obſervable in the 
Anſwer to the ſecond Queſtion, 1s the mention 
of thoſe great Privileges or Bleſſings we receive 
in our Baptiſm, wherein we were made Mem- Eph. i. 22, 
bers of Chriſt, that is, Members of his myſtical 23. 
Body the Church, or Congregation of Chri- 


ſtian People, of which he is the Head, or ſu- 
preme Governor. And by being made Mem- 
bers of Chriſt's Church, we alſo become the 

8 B 2 " - | . Chilaren 
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Diſconrſes on the Principles 


Children of God, being receiv'd into his Fami - 
ly, not as Slaves, but as Sons, tho” we were 
by Nature the Children of Wrath; and conſe- 


quently are entitled to the Privileges of his 


Children, of being ſupported and protected by 
him here, and of having a Right to that im- 
mortal Happineſs which is promiſed hereafter 
to the Juſt. Thus therefore we are alſo in 
Baptiſm made Inheritors or Heirs of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, that is, we have a Title to it, as 
a Son has to the Inheritance of his Father. 

3. But the Advantages that flow from tlieſe 
Privileges of our Baptiſm, depend upon our 
Performance of what we are obliged to by be- 


ing baptiz'd; for without this it will be of no 


Advantage to us to be of the Number of Chri- 
ſtian People, and we ſhall forfeit our Right to 
be called the Sons of God, and our Title to 
his Kingdom. It is therefore neceſſary we 
ſhould know what it is that we ought to do, 


in order to our obtaining the full Accompliſh- 
ment of thoſe Bleflings to which we are enti- 


tled by our Baptiſm, and that is what our God- 
fathers and Godmothers promiſed in our Name 


when we were baptized; namely, to renounce 
the Devil and all his Works, the Pomps and Vani- 
ties, &c. F By the Devil ate meant thoſe evil 
Spirits, who with their Prince or Chief, having 
been once Angels of Light, but now fallen by 
their Rebellion in Heaven from their firſt Eſtate, 
: LS ; — 

+ The renouncing the Devil and his Works in our 
Baptiſm, ſeems to have been originally intended agaiuſt the 
Idvlatry and Superſtition of Heatheniſin, and thoſe abo- 
minable Works which were praſtisd in theiPveligious Rites 
and = eries, St. Paul aſſures us that the Gods of the 
Gentiles were Devils, and ſome of their religicus Rites, 
ſuch as human Sacrifices, &c. were in the hioheſt degree 


Works of the Devil. And by the Pomps of the == 
* ſeem 
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are thereby become impure Spirits, and buſy 
to ſeduce Mankind into the ſame State of Re- 
bellion and Miſery with themſelves. And by 


their Works is meant all manner of Vice and 1 John iii. 8. 
Sin, and more eſpecially Malice, Revenge, * viii. 44. 
Lying, Slandering, Murder, Idolatry, and the 


like, which ſeem to be in a more peculiar 
manner the Works which thoſe apoſtate 
Spirits either delight to do themſelves or to 


tempt Mankind to do. By the Pomps and Va- Rom. xii. 2. 
nities of this wicked World, are meant all the Joh. ii. 16, 


ſinful Cuſtoms of it, eſpecially ſuch as thoſe 
of Heatheniſm were, or any thing that may 
ſcem great or glorious in it, when inconſiſtent 
with our Duty to God. And laſtly, by che 


finful Luſts of the Fleſh, are meant the irregular Gal. v. 17. 


and exceſſive Deſires of our fleſhly Nature, 
which prompt us to the commiſſion of Vice 
and Folly. All theſe, which are called our 
ſpritual Enemies, becauſe they are the Enemies 
of our Soul and Salvation, we are obliged in 
our Baptiſm to renounce, that is, utterly to diſ- 
claim or refuſe any the leaſt Subjection or O- 
bedience to them, ſo as by no means to follow 


the Devil or any of his Works, to be led by the 


Wealth, or Honours, or any Gaiety of the 
World, when our Duty forbids us, or to be 


—_ 


ſeem to have been meant their ſolemn Shews and Proceſſions 
in honour of their Gods, which might alſo well deſerve the 
Name f Vanity, for this reaſon, . they were done in 
honour of Idols, which could not profit nor deliver. It 
were to be wiſh'd that there were no occaſion now for ex- 
Plaining this Part of our Baptiſinal Vow at all in theſe 
Senſes. But alas! the Principles and Maxims of Hea- 
theniſin fill too much prevail even in N pe Countries, 
and how great a Part of Chriſtendom, I need not ſay I 
mean the Church of Rome, ſeem to have copied in toa many 


Inſtances the very Idolatries and Superſtitions of the an- 
cient Heathens * 


govern'd 
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II. 


reaſonable that we ſhould be oblig d by what 
is tranſacted by others for our own Advan 


Diſconrſes on the Principles 
govern'd by the ſinful Motions or Deſires of 
our fleſbiy Nature, but on the contrary to re- 
ſiſt the Temptations of each of them. 

4. In the next place we are oblig'd to be- 
lieve all the Articles of our Chriſtian Faith, that 
is, all thoſe chief Points of Doctrine contain'd 
in the following Creed, which we are taught 
to believe by the Chriſtian Religion, and on 
which it is founded. | 

5. And laſtly, we are oblig'd to keep God 
holy Will and Commandments, and to walk in the 
ſame all the Days of our Lives, that is, to lead 
our whole Lives according to thoſe holy Laws 
which it has pleas'd God to give us in his 
Word, and particularly in the Ten Command- 
ments, which contain the Subſtance of our 
Duty both towards God and Man. 


Q Doſt thou not think that thou art 
bound to believe and to do ag they have 
p2omiled fo2 thee? 

A. Veg verily, and by God's Help ſo 
A will. And J heartily thank our hea- 
venly Father þ he hath called me to 
this State vation, thꝛough Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt our Saviour. And J p2ay unto 
God to give me his Gzace, that A may 
continue in the ſame unto my Life's end, 


1. Tho! we ourſelves, being baptix' d in our 
Infancy, could not then enter into our baptiſ- 


Engagement by any Promiſes of our own, 


yet we are nevertheleſs bound or oblig'd to 
perform it; not only becauſe it is altogether 


: tage 
in our Name, unleſs we diſclaim che Adran- 


rages 
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tages ariſing from it, eſpecially 
been ſo 8 
have been oblig d to do in our own Perſons, if 


of the Chriſtian Religion. 7 
if what has 
tranſacted for us, we ourfelves would 


capable of it ; * but alſo we are oblig d to it 
by the very Nature of that State into which 


ve were admitted by our Baptiſm, by which, 


tho no expreſs Covenant were made; we are 
indiſpenfably engag'd both to believe and to do, 
as our Godfathers and Godmuthers then promiſed 


for us. For when by this holy Sacrament we 


become the Diſciples of Jeſus Chrift, it is ne- 
ceſſary that we renounce his and our Enemies, 
the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh, and that 
we be ready and willing to believe his Doctrine 
and to obey his Laws; I ſay, it is neceflary 
that we do this, if we expect to receive the 
Benefits of the Chriſtian Inſtiturion. Hence 


as we are taught, that our Saviour was mani- 1 John iii. 5, 


feſted to take away our Sins, and to deſtroy the ©: 

Works of the Devil, and that he gave himſelf for Gal. i. 4 
our Sins, that he might deliver us from this preſent 

evil World, fo we are commanded to refiſt the ſames iv. 7. 
Devil, and forbid to be conform'd to this World, — rp 15 
or to live after the Luſts of the F leb. We are Gal. v. 19e. 
moreover taught, that without Faith it is im Heb. xi. 6. 
poſſible to pleaſe God, but that he that betizveth Mark xvi. 16. 
and is baptized ſhall be ſaved. And laſtly, we 

are enjoined, if we will enter into Life, to keep Matth. xix. 
the Commandments. I7. 


n.7 


* So if a Coronation-Oath, agreeable to the Laws or 
Conſtitutions of any K ingdom, be taken by Perſons depu- 
ted for it, in the Name of a King that is Crown'd in his 
Infancy, he is as much obliged by it as if he took it 
binſelf unleſs he reſians. And ſo alſo, as Biſhop Beve- 
ridge likewiſe obſerves, in ſuch Tenures of Land where 
the Heir cannot be admitted without ſwearing Fealty to 
the Loyd, if the Guardians do it in the Minor's Name, it 
's as gd in Law as if it were done in his own Perſon, 


(ch. Cat. explain'd, p. 10. 4th, Edit. | 
2. And' 
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2. And as we are thus bound by the very 

Nature of our Chriſtian State and Profeſſion, 

into which we were enter d by our Baptiſm, to 

believe and to do as our Godfathers and Godmo- 

thers then promiſed for us, ſo we are alſo bound 

to enter into that State. For when our bleſſed 

Saviour commanded his Apoſtles to preach the 

Goſpel to every Creature, it was with this 

plain Declaration, that he that believeth not ſpall 

be damned. So that where the Goſpel. is duly 

propounded, no Man can be at Liberty to 

chuſe with Impunity whether he will be a 

Chriſtian or not. For as we have the utmoſt 

reaſon to believe the Truth and divine Autho- 

rity of the Chriſtian Religion, ſo we are obli- 

Se John iii, ged to become the Votaries of it by Baptiſm, 

5. and to comply with thoſe Terms or Conditi- 

& Acts ii. 38. ons of Salvation it propoſes to us, unleſs we 
will be miſcrable for ever. 

3. Wherefore it ſhould be our conſtant and 

ſincere Purpoſe ſo to do, by God's Help, whoſe 

Help will be always ready to affiſt the faithful 

Endeavours of his People. For he is ready 

Luke xi. 13, to give the holy Spirit to them that ask him. And 

ho thankful ought we to be to Almighty God 

our heavenly Father that it hath pleaſed him to 

call us to this State of Salvation, that is, to ſuch 

a State wherein we who are Sinners by Na- 

ture, may notwithſtanding be ſav d for ever 

John iii. 16. thro" Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. For thro him 

everlaſting Life or Salvation 1s given to all that 

Acts iv. 12. believe, and thro? him alone, for there is no other 

Name under Heaven given among Men whereby 

we muſt be ſaved. And how earneſtly ought 

we to pray to God to give us his Grace, that is, 

the Help and Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit to 

enable us to continue in this State of Salvation 

unto our Lives end, which is no Iſs _— 

e ee Want ue ne es EW 
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for us to do, than it was at firſt neceſſary to 
be admitted into it. For our Saviour himſelf 


hath aſſured us, that he that endureth to the end Mark xiii, 

the ſame ſhall be ſaved, and that if we continue 13. 

in his Word, then are we his Diſciples indeed. And Joh. vlli. 31, 

we have the greateſt Encouragement ſo to do. 

For as exceeding great and precious Promiſes are 2 Pet. I. 4. 

given unto in, ſo he is faithful that promiſed, Heb, x. 23. 
4- And it is our ineſtimable Happineſs, t | 

in this Sate of Salvation, into which we have 

been entred by our Baptiſm, there is ſo ſuita- 

ble a Proviſion made for the /nfirmities and Im- 

perfettions of our Nature, For, as I obſerved 

before, the Grace of God is always ready to 

aſſiſt our faithful Endeavours; it is not a 

perfect and altogether wnfiuning Obedience that 

is indiſpenſably requir'd of us; for in many things James lil, 2. 

we offend all. Bur it is the Honeſtly and Integrity Matth. v, 8. 

of our Hearts, and ſuch an Obedience as the: Cor. viii. 

Frailty and Corruption of our mortal Nature will 

permit. For God will not be extreme to mark Pſ. cxxx. 3. 

what is done amiſs, He knoweth whereof we are & ci. 14. 

made, and remembreth that we are but Duſt. 

And even when we have made Shipwrack of a 

good Conſcience, by falling into any great or hei- 

nous Sins, his Mercy is open to receive us up- 

on our true and unfeigned Repentance. For a | 

broken and a contrite Heart he will not deſpiſe, Plal. Ii. 17, 

He himſelf ordain'd that Repentance and For- Luke xxiv, 

giveneſs of Sins ſhould be preachd in his Name 47+ 

among all Nations, and his beloved Apoltle 

St. John hath aſſured us, that if we confeſs our 1 John I, 9. 

Sins, he is faithful and juſt to forgive s our Sing, 

and to chanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs, 
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Diſcourſe 
III. 


Diſcourſes on the Principles 


A. J believe in God the Father Al⸗ 
mighty, Malter of Heaven and Earth: 


1. The ſecond Part, as we have ſeen, of our 
 baptiſmal Vqw is, that we ſhould believe all the 
Articles of our Chriſtian Faith. And it is rea- 
ſonable to conclude, that if we would be good 
Chriſtians, we ought to believe the funda- 
mental Arktcles of the Chriſtian Religion. 
And that only is the true Chriſtian Life which 
proceeds from ſuch a Faith, as the Root or 
Principle of it, and which that Faith never 
fails to produce when it is genuin and fincere, 


Rom. iii. 28, Hence it is ſaid, that we are juſtified by Faith, 


Gal 


16. 


& iii, 9 


and that they which be of Faith are bleſſed with 
faithful Abraham. Wherefore the Church tea- 
ches us, as an eſſential Part of our Chriſtian 
Inſtitution, the Articles of our Chriſtian Faith, 
that is, thoſe chief Points which we are 
taught to believe by the Chriſtian Religion, 
and are contained in this, which is com- 
monly called the Apoſtles Creed; as being not 
only a ſummary Collection of that Doctrine 
which the Apoſtles preach'd to the World, but 
alſo very probably derivd down to us, as to 
the main Subſtance of it , from the Apoſiolical 
Times. This Form therefore of ſound Words is 


— 


+ Thi: Creed was anciently ſomewhat ſhorter than it 
it at preſent. For the Articles of Chriſt's Deſcent jato 
Hell, and the Communion of Saints, were not always 
in it. There were alſo ſome other ſmaller Variations, which 
Time might naturally produce. And tho” this was orig i- 
nally the Roman Creed, and other Churches had alſo 
Creeds of their own in ſomewhat a different Order, or-in 
different Words, yet the Subſtance was in the main the 
ſame in all, and not without a great Reſemblance alſo in 
the Manner of their Expreſſion ,, which is an Argument 
that they were all deriv'd from the ſame common Fountain, 


viz. the Dodrine and Preachms of the Apoſtles. 


of 
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of itſelf of great and venerable Authority; it 
is in Subſtance that Confeſ/zou of our Chriſtian 
Faith, which has obtain'd in the Church from 
the earlieſt Ages of it throughout the World. 
But the Doctrine contain'd in it by no means 
depends upon its own ſingle Authority, but on 
that of the holy Scriptures, which are the only 
mfailible Records of our Faith and Religion. 
We therefore believe the Articles of this Creed, 
not only becauſe this hath been the Faith of 
all Chriſtians, and in all Ages, but becauſe 
they are agreeable to thoſe holy Writings, 
which were writ by the Evangeliſts and Apo- 
ſtles of our Lord, and by other holy Men be- 
tore in the Jewih Church, the divine Authori- 
ty of which holy Writings we have the greateſt 
reaſon to believe, becauſe they were writ by 
ſuch Perſons as manifeſtly appear to have been 
W {cnt from God, by the miraculous Works which 
they did, and the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of 
the Doctrine which they taught, by the Cor- 
reſpondency and Agreement of their Writings, 
ZE tho' writ by divers Perſons, and in divers 
Ages; and particularly by the Completion in 
the New-Teſtament of the Types and Prophe- 
es in the Old; and laſtly, by their being in 
all reſpects credible Witneſſes of what they have 
delivered to us. For they could not but know 
W whether thoſe Things they declared to the 
World were true or not; having been Eye or 
Ear-Wineſſes of them. They were altogether 
hon:ſt and undeſightng Men, and they could 
have no poſſible Inducement to impoſe upon 
Mankind from any worldly Views whatſoc ver, 
Hund accordingly theſe Writings have been re- 
Wccived as Canonical, that is, as the infallible 
and divine Rule of our Faith and Practice by 
Church in all Ages, from the Time they 
C2 - were 
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were publiſh'd to this Day, and will be ſo re- 

ceived to the End of the World. 
1 Cor. viii. 4 2. In Conformity therefore to the Doctrine 
Paal. xc. 2. contain d in theſe holy Writings, we believe fitſt 
: __ 16. ix God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven || 
Lexi. J and Earth; that is, we believe that there is | 
& cxlv. 8, 9. one only eternal divine Being; inviſible and im- 
Heb. iv. 13. material, of infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and | 
PC. S every other Perfection; knowing all things, and 
8 * every where preſent ; in whom we live, and move, | 
2 Cor. i. 3. and have our Being; and who is the Father of 
Jer.xxxii.17. our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; that he has ſupreme and 
— 5. unlimited Dominion over all Things that are, 
= oo and can do all Things by his Almighty Pouer; 
Gen. i. 1. and laſtly, that he is the Maker and Preſerver 
Neh, IK, 6, of the World. 1 
3. And that there is ſuch a divine Being 
whom we call God, is manifeſt from the 
Magnificence and Frame of this World, which 
he hath made. For when we conſider this 
glorious Structure of Heaven and Earth, it is 
altogether natural to conclude, that there is a 
divine Being, by whom it was made, and who 
is poſſeſſed of thoſe Attributes of divine Power, 3 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, of which there are ſo 


manifeſt Tokens every where in this wonder» ? 
ful and mighty Building. 7 
4. As when we ſee a well built Houſe, we 
are ſure the Stones and Timber did not grow © 
together of themſelves, but that it was built 
by ſome Man who had Power and Skill to do 
it. And for further Proof that God did in- 
deed create the World, we have not only the 
common Sentiments of Mankind of ſome Orr | 
ginal of Things, and the general Hiſtory of 
the World agreeable thereunto, but alſo an 
Account of the Creation by Almighty God 
given us by Moſes: of the Truth of which w 719 
at 
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are altogether ſure by the Miracles which 


were wrought by him, and other ſucceeding 
Prophets, and by our Lord Jeſu Chriſt and 


his Apoſtles, and by other Demonſtrations of 


their divine Authority. Which Things are of 
themſelves alone a moſt certain and manifeſt 
Proof of the Being of God, who reveard his 
Will to Men, gave Teſtimonies from a- 
bove of their being indeed ſent by him, To 
which if we add the univerſal Conſent of Man- 
kind in all Ages in belief of ſome divine Pow- 
er, not to mention at preſent any other Argu- 
ments of it, he muſt be a Monſter of a Man 
that can call this firſt fundamental Principle 
of all Vertue and Religion into queſtion. 

5. And our Reaſon agrees with thoſe Ac- 
counts of his Nature and Attributes which he 
has given us in his Word. As that he is an 
eternal Being, that is, without Beginning, and 
without End; without Beginning, in that no- 
thing can poſſibly begin to be, if there be no- 
thing before it to give it Being; and he who 
is the Maker of all Things could not poſſibly 
have any thing elſe before him; without End, 
becauſe he who is the Beginning and Cauſe of 
all other Beingss he who has Life in himſelt, 
and is infinite in Power and all Perfection, can 
never poſſibly ceaſe to be, there being no Poſ- 
ſibility for any thing either within or without 
himſelf to determine or put an End to his Be- 
ing. And the wondertul Harmony and Union 
of the ſeveral Parts of the World he has made, 
not now to mention any other reaſon for it, is 
a plain Argument of the Unity of his Nature, 
or that there is none other God but one. And 
laſtly, that he is infinite in all Perfection, we 
may alſo conclude from the ſame glorious 
Scructure of Heaven and Earth, in which - 
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ſo many numberleſs Inſtances of infinite Wiſ- 
dom and Power, and of excellent Goodneſs. 
And he who is before and above all, and the 
firſt Cauſe of all, cannot poſſibly have any 
Bounds ſet by any other to the Perfections of 
his Nature. 

6. And both the Scriptures and our Reaſon. 
teach us alſo the Providence of God, as well 
as his Being, and the Perfection and Unity of 
his Nature. The former aſſure us that his Eyes 
Jer. xxxii. are open upon all the Ways of the Sons of Men, to 
19. give to every one according to his Ways, and ac- 
cording to the Fruit of his Doings; that even the 
Matth. vi. Fouls of the Air are fed, and the Graſs of the 
26, 30. Field clothd by him, and that the very Hairs of 
Matth. x. 30. our Head are all numbred. And not to inſiſt on 
Miracles and Prophefies, and other frequent In- 
ſtances of divine Providence in the Affairs of 
Men, our Reaſon will tell us, that it is even 
impoſſible in the nature of the thing, that a 
Being of infinite Power, Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, ſhould abandon the Government of the 
World which he has made; or if he governs 
it, ſhould neglect to reward the Services of 


his People. 
- 
And in Jelus Thrilt his only Son our 
Lo2d: 


' Diſcourſes | 1. As we thus believe in God the Father Al- 
IV. mighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, ſo in the 
V next place we believe in Jeſus Chriſt his only Son 
our Lord; that 1s, we believe that that divine 
' Perſon who had the Name of Jeſis, which 
Luke ii. 21. Gpnifies a Saviour, given him at his Circum- 
ciſion; and who about 1700 Years ago ap- 


pear'd in the Lang of Judea, as the Meſſiah, 
| gr 


of the Chriflian Religion. 1s 
or the Chriſt, or which is the ſame in Exgh/h, 
the Anointed, who was promiſed to the Jews ; 
we believe, I ſay, that this divine Perſon was 
truly what thoſe Names import, viz. a Sa- 
viour, and the Anointed, as being that extraordi- 
nary and divine Perſon, who, according to the . 5 
Promiſes of God, was to come into theWorld ii. 3. 24 f. 
to ſave his People from their Sins; and accord- ten elſewhere. 
ingly was anointed, not with material Oil, but Matth. i. zr. 
with the Holy Ghoſt, to be in a moſt eminent Ads x. 38. 
manner, as it was deſign'd that divine Perſon Deut. xviii. 
ſhould be, a Prophet, Prieſt, and King, to 15. Acts iii. 
teach us the Will of God, to make Atone- 1 
ment or Satisfaction for our Sins, and to rule Iſai. ix. 7. 
and govern us. He has taught us the Will of Luke i. 33. 
God by the heavenly Doctrine which he gave 
us with his own divine Mouth when he was 
here on Earth, and by the Preaching of his 
Apoſtles and Evangeliſts; and he ſtill continues 2 Tim. iii. 5, 
to teach us by his holy Scriptures, by the Mi- Kc. Eph. iv. 
niſters of his Church, and by the Illumina- ir. . 4 
tions of his holy Spirit aſſiſting our own ſincere John ith 17. 
Endeavours to know his Will. He has made Acts xvi. 14. 
Atonement for us, and always continues to do Hh. ix. 26 
it, by the great Sacrifice of himſelf once offer- & vii. 25. 
ed upon the Croſs, and by his Interceſſin in 
3 Heaven in virtue of it. And he rules and go Matth. v. vi. 
verns us, not only by having given us Laws Vii. ch. xxv. 
4 for the Conduct of our Lives, enforc'd with _— — 
ö Rewards and Puniſhments, which he will fully = . Y Job 
and finally diſtribute at the End of the World, xx. 21, &c. 
but alſo by influencing the Hearts of his Pco- 1Cor. xii, 28. 
ple by his Holy Spirit, and appointing a Mi- Heb. xiii. 7, 
niſt;y tor their Government under him their 1 Wh] 
ſupreme Head and Governor. 18, Epl1.i. 22. 

2. We morcover believe this divine Perſon 
to be the only begotten. Son of God, and our John i. 18. 
Lord. Angels and Men may be in ſome Senſe, 

| and 
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and are called the Son: of God; but none are 
ſo as Jeſus Chriſt is, they are the Sons of God 
only by reaſon of their being created by him, 
or received into his Family by Adoption and 
John i. 14. Crace. But he is the Son of God by Nature, 
1 John i. 2. and was from all Eternity with him; of the 
Jo x. 30. {ame Nature and Subſtance with the Father, 
John v. 20. and therefore is the ſame one divine and eter- 
nal Being that the Father is. Hence as the 

Father is God, ſo alſo the Son is God, as 

having the divine Nature fully and eſſentially 
communicated to him by eternal Generation 

from the Father. For as the Father bath Life 

John v. 26. ;, bimſelf, ſo hath be given to the Son to have 
Life in himſelf ; than which I know not whe- 

ther there can 2 her Expreſſion of the 

divine Nature or or who can 

have Life in himſelf, Lite in his own unſpeak» 
able Nature, without receiving it from 
other Being but God alone? And if God 
hath given to his Son to have Life in him- 
ſelf, it muſt be by communicating his own 
divine Nature or Eſſence to him, which on- 
ly can have Life in itſelf. Wherefore they 
are not two Gods, but the ſame one living 
and true God; the Father of himſelf alone, 
and the Son by eternal Generation from the Fa- 
ther. Hence alſo Jeſs Chriſt is our Lord in 


God and Creator. But he is more peculiar» 
Ads xx. 28. l/ ſo by being our Redeemer, and the Head 
Marr. xxviii. of his Church, inveſted with infinite Power, 
18, and as we profeſs ourſelves his Diſciples and 
Joh. xiii. 13- Followers. It will be happy for us if we 
effectually ſhew, both by the inward Temper 
and Diſpoſition of our Minds, and our out- 
ward Deportment, our ſincere Subjection and 
Obedience to him. 


3. For 


the higheſt Senſe of the Word, as he is our 


2 Seen e TE: 


. Ac oa e = =» 


+ ® 


wen yy @ tO 11 en aiw << OO 4 iaQy fg Re ® 


[ 


w» we % Yy ww 


J$_ 7; W nnd at, 2... 3. * 


of ile Chriſtian Religion, 17 


3. For that this divine Perſon is, as we be- 
lieve, truly the Chriſt, the Son of God, and the 
Saviour of the World, is manifeſt from ſeveral 
molt certain and inconteſtable Reaſons, As 
firſt, from the Accompliſhment of the Propheſies 
and Types concerning him in the Old Teſta- 
ment ; 5 born at the Place, of the Family, Mich. v. 
and within the Time that was foretoid of him; Mars. ii. 1, 5, 
being conceiv'd of a Virgin, and not only ha- -_ | — . 
ving ſuffered Death, but. ſuffering it with all 1. Gen. xlix. 
the Circumſtances mentioned before by the ro, Mal. iii, 
Prophets; às that he ſhould be 0/4 for thirty 1. Dan. ix. 
Pieces of Silver; that his Raiment ſhould be 1. 26. 
parted, and Lots caſt for his Veſture; that his Ia. liii, ; 


without a Bone being braten; that tho he was Exod. xii. 46, 
000 
ſhould be bury'd after an honourgbſe Manner, il 18. 
And laſtly, being raiſed from the Dead, af- Zach. xi. 12, 
cending into Heaven, and. heſtawing Gifts on Matth. xxvi, 
his People, as it was foretold or typified of!) 1 * 
him. It is moreover manifeſt from the Teſti- 3. vii. 
mony of John the Baprif „who was 2 burning 18, 
and a ſhining Light, and of great Inte rity of Joh, i-29. &g- 
Life; from the Miracles which our Saviour 
did, ſuch as giving Sight to the Blind, and 
Hearing to the Deaf; diſpoſſeſſing thoſe that 
were oppreſſed by the Devil, raiſing the Dead, Matt, ix, 35, 
and healing all manner of Sickneſs, and all & xi. 5. 
manner of Diſeaſe among the People; which 
he did in a Manner different from the Mira- 
cles that were perform'd by his Servants. the 
Prophets, and his Apoſtles ; for he did them 
as a Son over his own Houſe, by the ſame Pow- Heb. iii. 5.6. 
er and Authority by which he created the Matt. viii. 3, 
World, that is, by willing that it ſhould be 8. pa 1h 
done; they only, as his Miniſters , by the ;jj, 20, 
Name and Authority of him that ſent them. 

D | Laſtly, 


| Hands and his Sd: ſhould be 4. and yet Zach, xii. 10, 
at 


18 


Acts ii. 43. 
& iii. 6. 


his Goſpel in the World againſt 


ed by any human Power or Skill for ſo great 


Matt. 21. 30. 


John xii. 40. 


Diſcourſe 
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Diſcourſes on the Principles 
Laſtly, it is manifeſt from his ReſurreFion 
from the Dead, and Aſcenſion into Heaven; 
from his ſending doun the Gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt on his Apoſtles, and thereby enabling 
them to work Miracles in his Name after his 
own Departure from hence in his human Na- | 
ture; and from the wonderful „ of | 

| the Op- 
poſition of it, and by Men no Ways qualifi- 


a Work. Theſe are plain and certain De- 
monſtrations that Jeſis is the Chriſt, the Son 
of God, and Saviour of the World. 

4, How inexcuſable therefore ſhall we be 
if we reje& this divine Perſon ſpeaking unto 
us; teaching us heavenly Wiſdom, and gi- 
ving us holy Laws for our Rule and Conduct? 
Vain Men may endeavour to perſuade them- 
ſelves that they need not obey him, becauſe 
they are unwilling to take his Yoke upon 
them; tho to good Men his Toke is indeed 
eaſy, and his Burden 77 But the Word 
which he hath ſpoken, and they unhappily re- 
ject, the ſame ſhall judge them at the laſt Day. 
Miſerable Men, to reject the Saviour of the 
World, who is ready to receive all that come 
unto him with believing and penitent Hearts, 
to give them the Pardon of their Sins, and 
in due Time to beſtow upon them eternal Rei- 
wards! | 


Who was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, 
bozn of the Virgin Mary, ſuffered under 
Pontius Pilate, wag crucified, dead and bu: 
ried: He deſcended into Hell. 


1. As we believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, | | 
the Son of God, and our Lord, fo allo we be- 


; lieve 
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lieve that he came after an extraordinary man- 
ner into the World; that he was conceived or 
made Man by the miraculous Power of the 
W Holy Ghoſt, and born of the Virgin Mary, who Luke i. 35. 
for her Piety and Virtue, and above all, in Matth. i. 20, 
that ſhe was ſo highly favoured of God, as to 25. 
be choſen to be the Virgin-Mother of our 
Lord, deſerves of all Generations to be called Luke, i. 28, 
bleſſed, but not by any means tobe worſhipp'd 48. I 
or ador d. Hence we believe that Jeſs Chriſt 
is Man, of the ſame Nature with us in all r Tim. ii. 5. 
Things, Sin only excepted, as he is God of Heb. vii. 25. 
the ſame Nature or Subſtance with the Fa- 
W ther. Let tho' he is both God and Man, 
yet he is not two, but one Perſon, one Chriſt. 
He who is the Son of God, is the ſame Perſon 

who was concerved by the Holy Ghoſt, born of 
the Virgin Mary, and ſuffered under ray: 
late, c. Hence, tho he ſuffered only in his 
numan Nature, yet the Perſon that ſuffered # 
for us was the Prince of Life, and the Lord of Ads iii. 15. 
Glory; and the Blood which he ſhed was the 1 Cor. ii. &. 
Blood of God. And even God himſelf is ſaid Ace x. 28. 
to have laid down his Life for us Hence 1 Joh. iii. 16, 
therefore the Sacrifice of his Death is infinite- 
iy available ro make Atonement or Satisfac- 
Nrion to God's Juſtice tor our Sins. 
2. Now this divine Perſon, who was ſo 
Conceiv d by the Holy GhofF, and born of a pure 
ein, when he was about 30 Years of Age 
enter'd upon the publick Exerciſe of that great 
Office for which he came into the World, 
reaching the Goſpel of the Kingdom, and healing Matt. iv. 23. 
Il manner of Sickneſs, and all manner of Diſeaſe 
among the People. Thus he went about doing Acts x. 38. 
Good, leading a moſt holy and unblameable 
Lite, working many and great Miracles, which 
inc wid his diving Power and Authority, and 
D 2 teaching 


Luke iii. 23. 
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teaching the Doctrines of his Religion, till by 
the Malice of the Jews, but according to the 


determinate Counſel and Fore knowledge of God, 


he ſuffer d under Pontius Pilate, who was then 
the Governor of Judæa, under Tiberius Caſar 
the Roman Emperor. A little before our 


Lord's Death his Agony in the Garden wa 
ſo great, that hs Sweat was as it were great | 
Luke xxi;., Drops of Blood falling to the Ground; and hi | 


44. Matth. Soul was exceeding ſorrowful, even unto Death. 
xxvi. 38, He was betray'd by one of his own Diſciples, 
Judas Iſcariot, ſeiz'd by a Band of Men that 


Matth. xxvi, came with Swords and Staves from the Chief 
47. Mark Prieſts and Elders of the People to take him, 
Liv. 15. Joh. forſaken by his Diſciples, and drawn from 


XViii. 24, 28. 


one Judgment-Seat to another. And tho 
Pontius Pilate, before whom he was accuſed 

e Jews, was deſitous to releaſe him, yet 
;i, the Voices of the People crying out againſt 


him and of the Chief-Prieſts prevailed. Ac- 


cordingly he was delivered up to the Will of 
d 


his Enemies, he was ſcourg'd, ſtript of his 


: 


Raiment, ſpit ypon, and derided, and then i 


Matt. xxvii. led away, beating his Croſs, and crucified be- 


— k XV- tween two Thieves; that is, his ſacred Hands 


uke xxiii. 


Joh. xix, and Feet were nail'd to a Croſs, on which 

having hung for about three Hours, he gave B 
Matth.xxvii. up the Ghoſt, or dy d. And happy it was for us 
30. that he did ſo. For he ſuffered for us and for | 
x Cor. xv. 3. our Salvation. He dyd for our Sins, and gave 


Ar _ himſelf a Ranſom for all. The Chaſtiſement «f | 


our Peace was upon him, and by his Stripes we art 
healed. Thus with infinite Mercy did- the 


E. = 2}. Son of God offer up himſelf a Sacrifice, to make if 


of the whole World. is | 
3. Now ſoon after our Saviour's Death on 
the Croſs, his Body was taken down by 75 
1 


t Joh, i . Propitiation or Atonement to God for the Sins | 
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ſeph of Arimathea, and honourably buried by 
bim and Nicodemms, a Ruler of the Jews; be- Matth. xxvii. 
ing wound in Linnen Clothes, with the Spices 57; Ct. 
they had brought, as the Manner of the Jews Jo i” * 
was to bury, and laid in a new Sepulchre 
hewn out in a Rock. According as it was 
foretold by the Prophet 1ſaiah, that tho' he 
made his Soul an Offering for Sin, and was num- Iſa. liii. , 
bred with the Tranſgreſſors, yet he made his Grave 7 Lz 
with the Rich in hu Death. Ic 
4. And as his Body was buried, fo in re- 
ſpe& of his Soul, the other Part of his human : 
Nature, he deſcended into Hell, that is, He Pal. xvi. to. 
went to the Place were the Souls of Men de- 
parted from their Bodies are. Whether it 
was that of Puniſhment for the Wicked, or of 
Happineſs for the Juſt, I think needs not here 
be determin'd. The original Word, which is 
here tranſlated Hell, comprehends the general 
Manſions of the Souls of the Dead, and there- 
fore is not reſtrain d to ſignify the Place of the 
Damned only; to which however if our Sa- 
viour's Soul be ſuppoſed, as it is by ſome ſu 
poſed to have deſcended, it was not to fatfer oh. xix. 30. 
there, for he had ſuffer d enough before to re- Heb. vii. * 
deem us, and it is to the Sacrifice of himſelf, * 
which was fin ſd d on the Croſs, that our Re- 
demption is aſcrib d. Or if his Soul went to 
Paradiſe, the Receptacle of the Juſt, as is now 
generally believ'd (according to what he him- 
elf told the Thief on the Croſs, This Day thou 
ſhalt be with me in Paradiſe, if this be meant of Luke xxiii. 
his Soul, which ſeems to be the more natural 43+ 
Meaning, and not of his divine Nature only) 
he thereby alſo underwent the State and Con- 
dition of a dead Man, his Body being buried, 
and his Soul gone to the Place where the de- 
parted Souls of the juſt are. 


The 


Diſcourſe 
VI. 


A 


Mark xv. 42. 
& Xvi. I, 2. 
John ii. 19. 
& x. 18, 
Gal. i. I. 


Acts xiii. 


Matt. xii. 40. 


f Luke ii. 46. 


Diſcourſes on the Principles 


The third Dap he role again from the 
Dead: He aſcended into Heaven, and ſit- 
teth on the Right Hand of God the Fa- 
ther Almighty: From thence he chall 
come to judge the Quick and the Dead. 


1. It was not long that our Saviout's Soul 
was left in Hell, or his Body in the Grave. 
He died on the Croſs on the Day before the 
Sabbath, or Friday, and early in the Morn- 
ing on the Sunday, or the firſt Day of the 
Week following, which was therefore the 
third Day}, he roſe again from the Dead, that 
is, he aroſe alive from the Grave, by the re- 
union of his Soul and Body, and that by his 
own Power, as well as that of his Father's. 
Of the Truth of this, which is one of the 
greateſt Proofs as well rticles of our 
Chriſtian Faith, we have rale and un- 
doubted Accounts. For our Saviour ſbewed 
himſelf alive to his Apoſtles after his Paſſion by 
many infallible Proofs, being ſeen of them forty 
Days, and ſpeaking to them of the Things pertain- 
ing to the Kingdom of God. So that they who 
were before his conſtant Companions and 


8 a. * 


+ That is, the Day on which our Saviour died being 
reckoned for one, and the Day on which he aroſe for ano- 
ther. When therefore it is ſaid by himſelf, that the Son 
of Man ſhould be three Days and three Nights in the 
Heart of the Earth, i: 7s to be as ets according to 

2 


that Manner of ſpeakins that was uſed among the Jews; 
with whom, as to ſay three Days and three Nights, was 
the ſame as to ſay three natural Days, ſo it was a receiv'd 
Rule among them to account a whole Day for a Part of 
it, Thus in St. Luke it is ſaid, that eight Days were 
accompliſhed for the circumciſing of the Child; and yet 
the Day of his Birth and Circumſon being included in 
thoſe Days, the compleat Days intervening between them 
were only fix. | | a mer 


Attendants, 


| 
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Attendants had no more doubt of his being 
alive after his Crucifixion, than that he was 
ſo before it. They could not have been de- 
ccived themſelves in a Matter of this nature, 
and of which there were ſo many Witneſſes, 
He convers'd familiarily with them; and they 
ſaw him often after his Reſurrection. They agg x. yr, 
ſaw the Print of the Nails with which his & xiii. 30, ;3f, 
Hands and his Feet were faſtned to the Croſs, | 
and of the Spear with which his Side was 
pierced; they were bid to handle him, and ſee Luke xxlv. 
that it was he himſelf, and not a Spirit, that ap- 39. 
peared unto them. And he was ſeen of more John xx. 27, 
than 500 Diſciples at once. None of whom * * 
had the leaſt Inducement to impoſe in this 
Matter upon the World, but on the contrary 
were expoſed to Hardſhips and Perſecutions 
for it; ,and none of them ever receded from 
their Teſtimony, but when they were called 
to it, they ſealed it even with their Blood, by 
dying Martyrs for their holy Religion, of 
which this was one of the main Articles, 
which certainly ſhews that they themſelves 
believed what they declared unto the World. 
And God alſo bore them witneſs both with Signs eb. ii 
and Winders, and with divers Miracles and aa, ;;; T 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, which they wrought & v. 12 
in his Name, who was indeed declared to be 
the Son of God with Power by the Reſurreftion Rom. i. 4. 
from the Dead. By this therefore we are fully 
aſſured of the Truth and divine Authority of 
the Chriſtian Religion, as we are alſo by our 
Saviour's Aſcenſion into Heaven, For at the end 
of forty Days, being aſſembled together with 
his Apoſtles, and having ſpoken to them of the Ags iv f. Kc. 
"_ of the = Ghoſt, which they were > 
o receive in a few Days, and that they ſhould Luxe xx! 
he Witneſſes in Jeruſalem, and in all Jude, and "a 

ay" 
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in Samaria, and unto the uttermoſt Part of the 
= Earth, he lifted up his Hands and bleſſed them; 
and while he bleſſed them he was parted from them 
and carry'd up to Heaven, Thus what the Apo- 
ſtles declared concerning our Lord's Aſcen/ion 
into Heaven, was what they themſelves had 
| ſeen. They converſed with him immediately 
Luke xxiv. before. He himſelf led them out as far as 
$0, to that Part of Mount Oliuet which was next 
Acts i. 20. to Bethany, from whence he aſcended. And 
they ſaw him aſcending till a Cloug received him 
Acts i. 9. Ms wp 
out of their Sight. And we have all the rea- 
ſon to believe their Teſtimony, not only be- 
cauſe they were altogether honeſt and unde - 
ſigning and artleſs Men, and could have no 
Inducement to deceive the World either in 
this or any other Point of our holy Faith, but, 
according to our bleſſed Saviour's Promiſe, they 
Luke xxiv, Were indeed endued with Power from on high, 
49. by the coming down of the Holy Ghoſt upon 
Acts i. 8. & them not many Days after his Aſcenſion into 
chap. ii. Heaven. 
Mark xvi. 19, 2. Where he fitteth on the Right-hand of God; 
which is not to be taken in a literal Senſe, as 
if it intimated any particular Poſture of our 
Lord, or that God, who is a ſpiritual or im- 
material Being, has a Body or Parts as we 
have, but it fignifies our Saviour's being ad- 
vanc'd in his human Nature in Heaven next 
to the Power and Glory of God, Angels, and 
x Pet. iii. 22. Authorities, and Powers, being made ſubjeft unto 
Phil. ii. 6. c. him, For in that he made himſelf of no Reputa- 
Ke alſo Eph. ian, but became obedient to Death, even the 
Death of the Croſs; therefore God alſo hath highly 


bove every Name, that at the Name of Jeſus every 
Knee ſhould bow of things in Heaven, and things 
in Earth, and things under the Earth. Thus 
therefors 


_ exalted him, and given him a Name which is a- 
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therefore our Saviour fits on the Right- Hand of 

God, inveſted with all Power both in Heaven 

and in Earth, which hie exerciſes tor the Good 

of his People, Hence his Chyrch. will never Matth. xvi. 
fail, and all Things on for good to them 18. Rom. 
that love him; who is in Heaven not only their viii. 28. 
King, but their High-Prieſt alſo, making In- Heb. ix. 11, 
terceſſion for them, which he does by appearing 24. & vii. 25. 
in the preſente of Godin that very Body which Rom. viii. 34. 
he offer d up upon the Croſs a Sacrifice for out oh. ;;; 16. 
Sins; and in vittue of which all thoſe that be- 

lieve in him ſhall be ſay'd for ever. Thus the 

Heavens muſt receive him until the Times of the Adds iii. __ 
Reſtitution of all Things, that is, to the End 

of the World; at hat time he ſhall come again 

from thence to judge the Quick and the Dead; 

that is, he ſhall come again from Heaven at Ads i. rr. 
the laſt Day, to judge both thoſe which ſhall. 2 Pet. iii. 7 
be then alive, who are here meant by the, 0. pane G 
sicb, and all the Dead allo, according to their &, 42. 2 Cor. 
U ort,.. Thoſe which ſhall be then alive ſhall 5, ro. x 80 x 
be changed, and the Dead ſhall be raiſed xv..51. Joh. 
from the Graves. Then every one of in ſhall give — 23 
Account of himſelf to God. Wheretore what man- , Pet. ili. 11. 
ner of Perſons ougli we to be in all holy Converſa- 
tion and Godlineſs ? how deſirous to avoid all 

Sin and Wickedneſs, and to abound in true 

Piety and Vertue, that we may eſcape the 

Puniſhment of the Ungodly, and obtain the 

Happineſs of the Juſt! 


J believe in the Bolp Ghoſt, the holy 
Catholick And th” 2 ot 


— 


Saints: 


1. As we have been baptix d, according to Diſcourſe 
our Saviour's Inſtitution, in the Name of the 


Father, and of the Sow, a: of the Holy Gb ſt; ſo Ma 
in 19. 


25 


2 uw 


- 


. 
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in the Creed we make Confeſſion of our Faith 
in each of theſe three divine Perſons ; in the 
Father firſt, then in the Sou, and laſtly in the 
Holy Ghoſt, or which is the ſame, the Holy 
Spirit, Concerning whom we may firſt ob- 


John xiv. 26. 


Acts x. 19. ſerve, that as the holy Scriptures repreſent the 
Matt. xxviii. Holy G hoid to us both as a real Perſon, and 
19. 2 Cor. diſinct from the Father and the San, ſo alſo the 
_— * ſame holy Scriptures teach us that he is the 


xxvi. 15, 26. ſame God that the Father and the Son are, and 
& xvi. 7 15 therefore that he is of the ſame divine Nature, 


14, 15. Eſſence or Subſtance with them. He is the 
b as Spirit of the Father, and of the Son, proceed- 
of. — xil. ing from them both. And he is call'd Holy 
4, 5, 6, 11. (the Holy Ghoft) not only becauſe he is infi- 
Fry v. 7. nitely and eſſentially holy in his own divine 
a Nature, but becauſe all the Holineſs that is 
John xv. 26. in us proceeds from him. For he it is that 
& xvi. 14, i 5. is the Saułtiſier of the Faithful, by enabling 
Rom. viii. 13. them to mortify or ſubdue the Deeds of the 
John «ep Body, and to lead good and vertuous Lives. 
Tic. iti. 5, 6. It was he, by whoſe miraculous Gifts, ac- 
. cording to our Saviour's Promiſe, the hol 
Acts i. 8. Apoſiles were enabled to ſpeak Languages whic 
li.1,&c. they never before underſtood, in order to their 
_ 2 to preach the Goſpel in ſo ma- 
ny different Nations of the World, and to 
work Miracles in Confirmation of it. To which 
therefore is owing the Conſtitution of the holy 
ohn xiv. 16, Catholick Church, in which the Holy Gho## ſtill 
Io Ixlii. 9, continues, and always will continue with the 
10. Faithful, to comfort them in the ir Troubles, 
8 as he ſees it needful for them, and to lead 
them thro” the Wilderneſs of this World to the 
Land of everlaſting Reſt. Hence he is joim 
Author of our Salvation with the Father and 
the Son; and as accordingly we have been 


baptiz'd in his Name, together with the Name 


of 


Ny 
1 
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ef the Father, and of the Son, fo together 
with' them he is to be worſbipped and glorified 
155 And as this divine Miſſion of the Gifts 
of the Holy GhofF on the Apoſtles on the Day 
of Pentecoſt at Jeruſalem, ten Days after our 
Saviour's Aſcenſion into Heaven, is another 
moſt certain Demonſtration of the divine Au- 
thority of the Chriſtian Religion ; fo we have 
moſt undoubted Evidence of the Truth of that 
Miſſion, as it is recorded in the AF of te 
* Apoſtles, and conſtantly believ'd in the Church. gn. 

For, as I have already more than once men- 
tion'd, the holy Ap not only im alf theit 
Deportment and Life ſhew'd the utmoſt nts 
grity, but could have no Inducement to de- 
ceive, either in this or any other Article of 
their Faith. And this divine Miſſion of the 
Holy GhofF, and the Fruits and Exfects of it, 
= were manifeſt and notorious. For there came 
= a Sound from Heaven as-of a ruſhing mighty Wind, Acts il. 2, 3. 
and ii filled all the Houſe where 1 14K 
And there appeared tmto them clouen Tonguer, 
like's of Fire, and it ſate upon each of them. And 
the Multitude, who were then from ſo many 
difterent Nations at Jeruſalem, heard the Apo- 
files ſpeak the Languages of the ſeveral Coun- 
tries wherein they were born, tho they had 
ho human Inſtructors to teach them any Lan- | 
guage but their own. And the Succeſs with Ads ii. 5, xc. 
which they preach'd the Goſpel to ſo ma- c 
ny different Nations, and the Miracles the 
wrought in Confirmation of what they preach d, 
are indubitable Demonſtrations of their being 


indeed endued with the Holy Ghoft, as our 
Saviour promiſed they ſhould. _ | 
3. And that holy Catholick Church, which 
the Apoſtles were thereby enabled to gather 
E 2 from 


— 
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from ſo many different Nations, is what in 

the next place we profeſs to believe; that is, 

that there is, and always will be, a Company 
Mat. xvi. 18, of Congregation of Chriſtian People, which 
& xxviii. 20. make up but oxe. Body or Society, compre- 
4 Aller, bending all Chriſtians, of every Order and De- 
Rom. xii. 4,5, gree, and of every Nation under Heaven; which 
Gal. iii. 28. Catholick, or univerſal Church, or Society, is in 
Col. iii. 11. its Nature and Deſign altogether holy,, and ſe- 
15a zeil. parate from the World, however unholy many 
6. Gal. i. 4 Of its Members are, as here indeed in this 
Marth. xiii” World the Evil are ever mingled with the 
24 25. Good. But for our better underſtanding the 
Naturt and Conſtitution of this divine Soci- 

ety, the Church, it will not be amils to ſay 

ſomewhat more at large concerning it; and 

firſt, to abſerve that there has been a Church 

in all Ages from the nning of the World, 

that is, a Company or egation of faith- 

ful People, who were the Servants and Wor- 
mmippers of the true God, according to his 
Ads vii. 38. Mind and Will revealed to them. Thus Adam 
and Abel, and the other Patriarchs in the holy 

Line, both before and after the Flood, were 

in the Church. And particularly it pleaſed 

God to reveal himſelf in à ſignal manner by 

Deut. viv, 2, the Hands of his Servant Moſes to the Chil- 
dren of 1ſrael, whereby they alone, of all the 

Nations of the World, were choſen to be the 

peculiar People, pr the Church of God. But 

when our bleſſed Saviour, in whom, as it was 

Gen, xvlil. promiſed of old, al the Nations of the Earth 
18, were to be bleſſed, when he came among 
theſe his own People and his own Kindred, in 

reſpect of his human Nature, he laid the 
Foundation of a Catholick or univerſal Church, 

that is, 2 Church not conſiſting of one Nation 


or People only, as the Jew Church dig, * 
t 


/ 
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to be diffuſed or ſpread over the Face of the 

. To. this purpoſe, after he was 
riſen from the Dead, he 1 
ro his Apoſtles, whom. bes had choſen, 10 80 19 70. 1 Cor. 
and make al Nations his Diſciples, to admit Il. 13. 
them by the Sacrament of Baptiſm into his 
Church, or the Society of his People, and to 
teach them all Things whatſoever he had 520001 
commanded e e the MY 445 
Apoſtles went forth and preachd every where ; 2 
2 Numbers both of Jews Genti ä 
being converted to the Chriſtian Faith, there 
have been always from that Time to this a 


Company or Congregation of Chriſtian People, 3 


that is, of Men ptotciiog the Faith and R.. 
ligion of Jef 22 ever will be to the * 
End of the World... And as this Company 1Cor. xil. 13. 
of uf People, Are by Bapriſm united into Eph. i. 23. 
one Body. or Society, which is the myſtical & v. 23. 
Body of Chriſt, ſo he is the onl ſupreme 1 
Head or Governor of it. And tho he himſelf 

in no wiſe abandons the Government of his 
Church, but is always with it to the End ohe 
the World, yet be is alſo pleaſed to make uſe glatt. xuviil. 
of the Miniſtrations of Men of like Paſſions 20. Pp 10 
with ourſelves, namely, the Biſbops and other 11, 12, 13. 
lawful Miniſters of the Church, whom he has 1 or. xii. 28. 
appointed as the Swccefſors of the Apoſiles, and John xx. 21. 
even in ſome meaſure. of himſelf, to be Mini- - 
ſters under him in this his ſpiritual Kingdom. 

And it is an ineſtimable Happineſs, to us, it 

we know our own Happineſs, that, we have 

been admitted into this divine Society, to 

have thereby the Means of knowing. the true john xvii, 3 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent, which 
is the only Means that we know of obtaining 

eternal Life, 
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4. In this holy Catholick Church we alſo be- 
lieve the Communion of Saintt, that is, that iti 
 ,- ,,__ a patticular manner the Sai, ot which is the 
ſame, ſuch of the Members of the Church 
Who ate holy Perſons, free from the Vices of 
the World, and doing the Works of Piety and 
: Vettue, are intimately united together into on⸗ 
1 Cor-x11.13- myſtical Body or Society; in which they are 
Ep h S entitled to the ſame Privileges, as they are un- 
| der the ſame general Obligations of holy Liv- 
ing, having all one Hope of their Calling, one 
Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, and one God and 
Eph. ii. 19. Father of all. Hence they are all Fellou-Citi- 
x Pet. iii. 8. zen, together, however ſeparated from each 
1 X11. 10, other over the Face of the whole Earth, and 
- of 6 Hegel of God, And hence they ought 
lis o love one another as Brethren, and to do all 
the mutual Offices of Kindneſs and Charity 
for each other, as being all Servants of the 
ſame God, Diſciples of the ſame Sayiour, ſan- 
ified by the ſame Holy Spirit, and Fellou- 
Heb. xii. 22. Members of the ſame divine Society, which is 
1 Joh. i. 7, the City of the living God. In which they have 
K iii. 1, therefore Communion or Fellowſhip, not only 
Hed-ii, It. with one another, but alſo with God himſelt: 
1 1 7 ½ With the Father, who hath: beſtou'd ſo great 

Eph 1. 13,14. „ | ” a | : 
& iii. 16. Love upon them, that they ſhould be called his Sons; 
See alſo r Joh. with our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is not ' aſhamed 
1 8 2 Cor. ven to call them Brethren; and with the Holy 
3, 14. Ghoſt, who comforts and aſſiſts them, according 
to their ſeveral Neceſſities, in this Vale of 
Tears, till they are meet to be Partakers of a 
better Inheritance in another Life. And more- 
Heb. j. 14. Over, the holy Angels, who are ready to pro- 
Pſal. xci. 11. tect and defend good Men, and the Souls of 
the Juſt departed, belong alſo to the ſame Com- 
| Rev. xix. 10, munion or Society. For they are Fellow-Ser- 
& xxil. 9. vants and Brethren with ſuch as are holy here | 

2. 
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and theſe alſo when they die are gather'd to Heb. xii. 23. 


the ſame Place, where the Saints above liye Phil i. 23. 


with Chriſt, . and enjoy Reſt and 
Felicity. God grant we may be all numbred 
in their holy Communion and Fellowſhip, - 


* 
* 
- 


The Fozgiveneſs of Sins, the Ndſur- 
rection of the Body, and the Life ever- 
1. Great and excellent are the Bleſſings and 
Privileges that good Men receive and are enti- 


Diſcourſe 


tled to in the holy Catholick Church and the Com- 


munion of Saints, they have the F. x guy's of their 
Sins, and tho' they as well as others mult die, 
yer their Souls ſhall be in Happineſs after 
Death; and their Bodies too ſhall be raiſed at 
the laſt Day to everlaſting Life. The firlt of 
theſe ineſtimable Bleflings, namely, the For- 
giveneſs of Sins, is altogether neceſſary, in or- 
der to our being Partakers of the reſt. For 


we are all by Nature Sinners, by reaſon of the Rom. v. 12. 
Tranſgreſſion of our firſt Parents, and there 1 Joh. i. 8. 
are none of any riper Years who have not ad- Rom, i, 18. 


ded to their original Guilt their own many 


attual and perſonal Sins, whereby we be- 46. 1 Joh. 3, 


come juſtly liable to the Wrath of God, and 
to that everlaſting Puniſhment he hath threat- 
ned to the Tranſzreſfion of his holy Laws, as 
every Sin is. But thoſe who have the For- 
giveneſi of their Sins, are reconcild to God, 
and are freed from the Puniſhment which they 
muſt otherwiſe haye ſuffer'd for them. And 
being reconci'd-to God, they are alſo entitled 
to the Happineſs he has promiſed to his Peo- 


ple. Bleſſed therefore are they whoſe Iniquities Rom. iv. 7.B, 


are forgiven, and whoſe Sias are covered. _ 
t 
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Mark i. 15, 2. And the Scriptures plainly teach us, 
& xvi 16. that this e amy eps: by 
| * all thoſe that repent and believe, which are the 
= Conditions on which it is offer'd to all. In the 
Exod. , fr be real an gre, hn Pf, 
od. XXXIiv. ſell to merciſul acions, ering, 
6, — ET 96. 2 Truth, T Mer 
or „ Jorgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion 
1 1 oy. 1 — ane Lord himſelf pF in 
. ew, Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins 
_ 28 ſhould be preach d in his Name among all Nations. 
And it is only thro his Name, and by virtue 
2 the . his Death, that this Fug 
is upon us. For thro' his Bloo 
Eph. J. 7. we have Roos even the Forgiveneſs of Sint; 
Ads iv. 12. 4nd there is no other Name given among 
whereby we muſt be ſaved. d the more ſen- 
ſibly to aſſure us of our obtaining the Forgive- 
ueſs of our Sins, if by true Repentance and 
Faith we turn unto him, be hath been plea- 
3 ſed not only to authotize his Miniſters to 
g preach the Dodrine of Repentance, and Remiſ- 
APSE 38. fon or Forgiveneſs of Sins in his Name, but 
' x Cor. x. alſo to inſtitute the holy Sacraments of Bap- 
16. tiſm and the Lord's- Supper, as outward Means 
and Pledges of it to us. 
3. The next great Privilege or Hleſſing 
which the Juſt are entitled to in the Church 
John vi. 54. Of Chriſt, is the Reſurrection of the Body. It 
is indeed a Bleſſing only to the Juſt ; for tho 
wicked Men will be raiſed too from their 
Graves, yet it will be in order to be condem- 
ned both in Body and Soul. But the Juſt 
ſhall be raiſed to a glorious and happy Im- 
oh. v. 28, 29. Mortality. For the Hour is coming in the which 
all that are in the Graves ſhall hear the Voice | 4 
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the Son of God, and ſhall come forth, they that 
have done Good, unto the Keſurrection of Life ; 
and they that have done Evil, unto the Reſurrec- 
tion of Danmation. Happy therefore will be 
the Condition of good Men, but fearful and 
miſerable that of the Wicked. As ſoon as 
they depart hence, the Souls of good Men puil. i. ,, 
ſhail be with Chriſt in Peace and Felicity, 2 Cor. v. 8. 
as thoſe of the Wicked will be in a Place of Luke xvi. 28, 
Torment. And at the laſt Day, when their 
Bodies ſhall be raiſed from the Grave, theſe Matth. xxv. 
ſhall go away into everlaſting Puniſhment, but the 4. | 
Righteoms into Life eternal. Thus the Juſt ſhall Matth, xx. 
inherit the „ for them from the 34 & — K 
Beginning of the World, In that Kingdom of .. Pfl. 
their Father they all ſhine forth as the Sun, and XVi. 41 Rey, 
live in Happineſs with our Lord for ever. xxi. 4. 
This is that everlaſting Life ſo often pro- 

miſed to the Righteous, and which is the 
End and utmoit Completion of all the Pri- 
vileges of the Faithful. Privileges ſo great, 
ſo excellent and glorious, that we have the 
utmoſt reaſon to ſtudy to be of their molt 
happy Number, eſpecially when we conſider 
the Puniſhment denounc'd againſt the Wick- 
ed and Impenitent, that they ſhall bo con- 
demned to everlaſting Fire prepar d for the Match. xxv, 
Devil and his Angels; where their Worm dieth 41. Mark ix. 
not, and their Fire is not quenched; and where 44. _ 
Hall be Weeping and Wailing, and gnaſbing of iii. pr 
Teeth, Certainly if nothing elſe, theſe juſt 
Terrors of the Lord ſhould perſuade Men to 
lead good and vertuous Lives. For whate- 
ver that everlaſting Puniſhment is that 1s de- 
noted by theſe Expreſſions, it ought certain- 9 
iy to the utmoſt to be dreaded by us. ; 

5- And in order to oyr leading ſuch Lives 


as will ſecure us from the Puniſhment of the 
: F Wicked, 
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Wicked, and entitle us to the Happineſs of the 

Juſt, let it be obſerv'd, that tis the practical or 

| obedient Believer only that believes to the Sal- 
Jam. ii. 17, vation of his Soul, For Faith without Works 
24, 26. is dead, and by Works a Man is juſtified , and 
not by Faith only, that is, not by a Faith thac 

is deſtitute of good Works, But indeed a 

| true and lively Faith, or that Faith, which, 
Rom. iii. 22.10 the Language of St. Paul, only juſtifies 5 
and elſewhere. will neceſſarily produce the good Works and 
ch. vi. 2. Kc. Obedience of 2 Chriſtian Lite. Every Arti- 
Gl x<c cle of our Faith contains ſome moſt perſua- 
1 Theſſ. i, 3. ſive Motive or other to a pious and a vertu- 
ous Life; and he that believes as he ought 

will accordingly be influenced by it. As for 

Inſtance, if we truly believe in God the Father 

Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, we 

muſt needs worſhip and adore ſo great and 

excellent a Being, the Maker of all Things, 

and Giver of Life, and ſincerely defire and 

endeavour to obey him. And if we alſo tru- 

ly believe in Jeſus Chriſt, his only Son our Lord, 

we ſhall certainly become his faithful and o- 

bedient Diſciples, In a word, every other 

Article of our Faith, if duly believed, would 

alſo have its due Influence upon us, in order 

to our 1 a good Conſcience in the 

whole Courſe of our Lives, or whenever we 

fall, to our riſing again, by a ſpeedy and ſincere 
Repentance. This is the happy Etfect of a true 

and lively Faith, by which it may be as evi- 

dently diſcern'd as a Tree is by its genuin and 

proper Fruit. And ſuch therefore is the Faith 

that we ought to aſpire after; a Faith that 

Gal. vi. 3. mworketh by Love, and by which ue overcome the 
1 Joh. v. 4 World, and in due Time ſhall obtain the Re- 

wards of our Victory over it. 


Q. What 
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Q What doſt thou chiefly learn in 
thele Articles of thy Beliek: 


A. Firſt, J learn to believe in God 


e Father, who hath made me, and all 
= Wor!d 


o Serondiy, in God the Son, who hath 
redeemed me, and all Mankind. ü 
Thirdlp, in God the Holy Ghoſt, who 
22 me, and all the elect People 


1. After an Explanation of the Articles of Diſcourſe 


our Chriſtian Faith, it is proper we ſhould 
conſider as it were in one View, as our Ca- 
techiſm teaches us, the three divine Perſons 
of the Godhead, to believe in whom is what 
we are chicfly taught in theſe Articles of our 
Faith. It is indeed neceſſary we ſhould be- 
lieve in cach of them, becauſe God has re- 
vealed himſelf to us not as one only, but as 
three Perſons; and becauſe, according to our 
Saviour's Inſtitution, we have been baptized 
in their Name, who are the joint Authors of 
our Salvation *. The F * not only created 

2 us, 


— — „2 — — 


* Not that we can ſay that our Expreſſins of this 
oreat Myſtery are altogether proper, or juſt. But we 
muſt be contented in ſo ſublime a Doctrine, ſo much above 
our poor finite Reaſon, to expreſs ourſelves as juſtly and 
ar properly as we can. It u true, God cannot be three 
Perſons in the ſame manner as we conceive three diſtint# 
Perſons here on Earth, any more than hu Attributes of 
Fuſtice, Mercy, 8c. can be in bim as we conceive them, 
becauſe in him they are one. But as we ſcruple not, or 
rather ought, to ſay, that God is juſt, merciful, 8c. be- 
cauſe he has ſo revealed himſelf to us, and becauſe his di- 
vine Nature muſt be ſuch as anſwers in ſome meaſure to 
thoſe our imperfe# Conceptions of him; ſo we doubt not t9 


2 that there are three Perſons — in the Unity of 
4 


Godhead, becauſe the holy Scriptures Jo repreſent to * 
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Toh, iii. 16. us, but ſo loved the World, that he gave his on- 
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ly begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth on him 


ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. The 


Son accordingly took out Nature upon him, 


Joh. xv. 13. and laid down his Life for our Redemption, 


and to uſe his own divine Words, Greater 
Love hath no Man than this, that he lay down. 
his Life for his Friends. And both the Father 


Joh. xiii. 16. and the Son ſent the Holy Ghoſt, not only to 


& xv. 26. 
See Epl Iv. 


8, &c. 


beſtow Gifts on the Apoſtles on the Day of 
Pentecoſt, but alſo that he ſhould continue 
in the Church for ever, to ſanctity all the 
Ele or choſen People of God, that is, all ſueh 
who by their pious and vertuous Lives be- 
come of the Number of the peculiar People 
of God. No wonder therefore we are bap- 
tized in the Name of the Father, and of the Song 
and of the Holy Ghoſt; and how ought we 
with cheerful Minds to worſhip and con- 
fide in the three divine Perſons of the God- 
head, and to adore the Wiſdom of God in 
the wonderful Oeconomy or Diſpenſation of 


+4 0.0 3 2 n e 
4 


the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, whom they 


teach to believe to be one God, as we ſhculd diſtind Per- 


foms here on Futh. And "tis n Wonder we don't compre- 
hend thefe Things, when i not poſſible, and therefore 
certainly not neceſſary we ſhould. Every Thing even in 
Nature is in ſome veſpe# or other a Myſtery to w. How 
much more muſt God's Nature, or Manner of exiſting, be 
above our low Comprehenſions ? It could not be divine if 
it were not ſuperior to our Conceptions. I is enough for 
us to believe as the holy Scriptures teach ws to believe; 
by fo doing, inſtead o perp exing ourſelves with vain 

-nquiries about what we have not Talents to comprehend, 
we ſhall Dave cauſe to rejoyce and to bleſt God for that 
Diſcovery which he hath been pleaſed to make'to us of fo 
great and excellent a Myſtery (as much we may be ſure as 
gs requiſite for u) and of the Concurrence of each of theſe 
vine and adorable Perſons in our Salvation. 90 
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Man's Redemption in which the holy and 
ever bleſſed Trinity concurred. 
2. But leſt we ſhould have any miſtaken 

Apprehenſions of the Nature of theſe divine 

Perſons in whom we are to believe, let it be 

firſt obſerv d, that they are plainly repreſen- 

ted to us in the holy Scriptures as three di- 
ſtinct Perſons, as particularly appears from 

our being baptiz d in the Name of each of 

them; and as it is alſo plainly ſuppoſed by 

our profeſſing our Faith in each of them here 

in the Creed, And as they are diſtin& Per- 

ſons, ſo alſo the holy Scriptures repreſent 

to ns a Priority of Order between them, foun- 

ded on their ſeveral perſonal Diſtinctions, 

that is, their different Manner of Exiſtence, 

by which they are truly and properly diſtin- 

N from each other. For the Father 

ubſiſting in the divine Nature of himſelf, 

and being as it were the Fountain of it to 

the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, hence he is the | 
faſt Perſon in the Godhead. The Son ha- Joh. 1. 14. K 
ving received his divine Nature or Eſſence, v. 26. 1 Joh. 
even the ſame divine Nature or Eſſence that 1. 2. 

the Father has, by eternal Generation from 

him, hence he is the -_ Perſon. And the Joh. xv. 26. 
Holy Ghoft receiving from the Father and the & I 7 14s 


fo Got receiv _ 
Hon the ſame divine Nature, Eſſence or Sub- ii. 9. 1 Pet. 


ſtance which they have, by proceeding from i. 11. Gal. 

them both, hence he is the third Perſon in iv. 6. 

the Trinity. And as there is thus a real per- 

ſonal Diſtinction between them, ſo we find 

ſome perſonal Actions more peculiarly attri- 

buted to each particular Perſon, tho* by 

reaſon of their intimate Union in the ſame 

divine Nature or Eſſence, they are alſo in 

ſome meaſure common to all: Such as the _ - 8 

Father's creating the World, not indeed pq, — 
| r 
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without, but by the Sor and the Holy Ghoſt, 
Heb. ix. 12, the Son's redeeming the World, yet not 


"= Joh. iii. vithout the Father and the Holy Ghoſt; and 


1 Pet. i. 2. the Holy Ghoſts ſanilifying the elett People 
Joh. xvii.17.of God, but not without the Father and the 
ph. 5. 26. Sou. And no wonder there is that inti- 
mate Communion between them in thoſe 
Actions, which ſeem to be more peculiarly 
attributed to each, when whatever perſonal 
Diſtin&ion there is between them, yet there 
is no Difference or Inequality in their Na- 
Job. x- 3% ture or Eſſence, which is one and the ſame 
& xii. 4, 5, in the three divine Perſons, who are there- 
6. 11. 1 Joh, fore the ſame one living and true God. From 
v. 7. whence it follows, that tho' the Father is 
God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghoſt is 

God, yet they are not three Gods, but one God, 

the three divine Perſons ſubſiſting in the Unity 

of the ſame divine Nature, Subſtance or Eſſence ; 

which we have the utmoſt reaſon to believe, 

becauſe the holy Scriptures not only teach us 

Ge what has that there is but one only living and true God, 
been ſaid a- but alſo that each of theſe adorable Perſons, the 
love of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, is truly and 


— 4 properly God, and accordingly repreſent to us 


* 0e che moſt intimate Union between them. 


3. And this Myſtery is by no means an 
uſeleſs Speculation, as * in the Vanity of 
their Minds may imagine, but it is indeed 
excellent and venerable; and it is the great 
Honour and Privilege of the Chriſtian Church 
that it has been ſo plainly reveal d to it. For 
by this Myſtery our Notions of the Plenitude, 
or Fulneſs of the divine Nature, are rais'd and 
enlarg d; in which are not one only, but three 
divine Subſiſtences, or Perſons of one Sub- 
ſtance, Power, and Eternity. And ſince it 
has pleaſed God ſo to reveal himſelf to us, 
our 
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our Notions would certainly be wrong if 
we conceiv d otherwiſe of him: And we 
ought by no means to eſteem it a Matter of 
ſmall Conſequence: if we diſhonour either of 
thoſe glorions and divine Perſons, and refuſe 
to worſhip and adore them. By this we dit 
| cern the Glory of God the Father, as being 
the firſt Perſon in the holy Trinity, the Fa- 
| ther of our Lord Jejou Chriſt, the Father of Glo- 

; ry, and the Fountain of the Godhead to the 
| Son and the Holy Ghoſt, By this we diſ- 

| cover his infinite Love, in ſending his Son to 

| be our Redeemer; that of the Father, and of 

| the Son, in ſending the Holy Ghoſt to ſancify 
= People. By this is — = g — 

| ite Mercy to us, in purchaſing. the Churc 

with — Blood, which is the Blood of Acts xx. 28. 
| God; and the infinite Condeſcenſion of the 


r re. © 


Holy Ghoſt in coming down, to ſpeak after the 
manner of Men, to abide with the Church 
for ever. In a word, by this we diſcern the 
wonderful and adorable Diſpenſation of God 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt to- 
wards his Creatures, in creating the World, 
in redeeming Mankind, and ſanitifying his Eleti 
or choſen People. | 
FP 4. Moreover, by this Doctrine we have 
the molt ſatisfactory Aſſurance of obtaining 
thoſe Bleſſings we hope for by means of the 
Chriſtian Inſtitution. For hereby we know 
that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſuffered 
| Death upon the Croſs for our Redemption, 
| made there (by his one Oblation of him- 
| | ſelf once offer d) a full, perfect and ſufficient 
| Sactifice, Oblation and. Satisfaction for our 
| Sins; and that if we ſincerely obey him, 
| he is ſuch a Saviour and Mediator, as we 
| can altogether, and with the utmoſt Cer- 
| cainty 


40 


2 Cor. xiii, 
14 
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tainty of Faith and Hope, truſt and con- 
fide in. And laſtly, by this we are ſure 
that the Holy Ghoſt is fully able to ſancti- 
7 or to make us holy, to guide us into all 
Truth, to comfort us in our Troubles or 
Afflictions here, and at length to bring us 
to a happy Immortality in Heaven. Where- 
fore let us continue faſt in this Faith, 
which the holy Scriptures teach us, as well 
as the Church believes. We have no need, 
or rather we ought by no means, to per- 

lex ourſelves or others about the Manner 
w theſe three divine Perſons ſubſiſt in 
the Unity of the divine Nature. There is 
nothing in Nature, as I have before obſerv'd, 
but what in ſome reſpe& or other is a 
Myſtery to us; and tis no Wonder that 
what relates to him is above our Compre- 
henſion, when ſo many inferior Things are. 
But however it be above our poor finite 
Reaſon, it is by no means contrary to it, 
but upon the Principles of Chriſtianity and 
the whole Oeconomy of our Redemption the 
moſt agreeable to it. 

5. Let us therefore believe in one living and 
true God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Got; let us ſo believe in theſe three divine 
Perſons, as to put our Truſt in each of them 


for our Salvation, as the joint Authors of it, 


and in order thereunto to become the true 
and obedient Diſciples of this bleſſed Trinity, 
in whoſe Name we have been baptiz d; by 
which Means that which is the Foundation 
and the Reaſon of all other Bleſſings and Hap- 
pineſs to us, I mean the Grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chrif? the Son, the Love of God the Fa- 
ther, and the Communion of the Holy Ghos?, will 
be with us evcrmore, Amen. 

| Nou 
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Q. You ſaid that your Godfathers and 
Godmothers did pꝛomiſe fo. pou that you 
ſhould keep God's Commandments. Tell 
* how manp there be? 

Ten. | 


Q. Which be they? Ps : 

A. The . e God ſpake in the 
rrth Chapter of Exodus, ſaping, J am 
the . thy God, who bꝛought thee out 
2 — and of Egypt, our of the Houſe ok 

ondage. SO oi 

I. Thou ſhalt have none other Gods but 
5 * 

I. The Obedience of our Lives being equal- Diſcourſe 
ly neceſſary with our Faith, and by which our 
Faith is perfected and compleated, therefore *— N 
the third and laſt thing contain d in our hapeiſ- * 
mal Vow is, that we ſhould keep God's holy Will 


and Commandments, and walk in the ſame all the 


Days of our Lives, Now by God's holy Will 
and Commandments are meant thoſe good and 
holy Laws which it has pleaſed God to give 
us for the Conduct or Government of our 
Thoughts and Lives, and which he has been 
pleaſcd to diſcover to us in ſome meaſure, even 
by means of our own natural Reaſon, but more 
eſpecially by thoſe Revelations he has made of 
himſelf in the holy Scriptures. The Sum or 
Subſtance of which may be reduc'd to thoſe 
Ten Commandments, which were ſpoken by Al- 
mighty God himſelf on Mount Sai in Arabia 
to the Children of 1ſrae}, fifty Days after their 
Departure from the Land of Egypt, with Cirr 
cumſtances of great Solemnity and Terror. For 
the Mountain did burn with Fire, and the Smoak Deut. v. 23. 
of it aſcended as the Smoak of a Furnace, and the 
whole Mountain quaked greatly; and God ſpake Exod. xix. 18, 
by a Voice out of the midſt 4 the Fire, And all & xx. 18. 

5 the 
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the People ſaw the Thundrings and the Lightnings, 
and the Noiſe of the Tru A and the Mountain 
ſmoaking. And as theſe Commandments were 
thus miraculouſly ſpoken, ſo they were alſo 

Deut. x. 4, 5. afterwards written on two Tables of Stone 
with the Finger of God, and put into the Ark, 
to be preſerved to ſucceeding Generations. 
2 8 we OY in all re- 

&s proper for th ing or promulgi 
of theſe Laws to the Children of anf by 
now they are deliver'd to us in the mild Voice 
of the Goſpel, and by the Miniſtry of Men; 
as the Iſraelites defired to receive God's Com- 
mands from Moſes, and not from the imme- 
diate Voice of God himſelf, ſaying to Moſes, 

Deut. v. 27. Go thou near, and hear all that the Lord our God 
ſhall ſay; and ſpeak thou unto us all that the 
Lord our God ſhall ſpeak unto thee, and we will 
hear it and do it. And fuch alſo ought to be 
our Diſpoſition, tho* God fpeaks not now to 
us as he did of old on Mount Sinai, but by 

the Writings of holy Men, and the Voice 
of our Fellow - Servants here. 
2. We indeed are not to obey theſe Com- 
mandments, as they are a Body of Laws that 
were given to the Jews, but fo far only as 
upon account of the Reaſon and Morality of 
them they are of perpetual Obligation, and 
as they have been received and eftabliſhed by 
the Chriſtian Religion. Upon theſe Ac- 
counts they become obligatory to us, and 
our Obedience to them ought to be per- 
form'd, not only as we are rational Creatures, 
but as the Diſciples of Jeſs Chri#?, in Con- 
formity to the Religion which he introduced 
into the World, and in that Senſe in which 
they have been explained by it. By which 
Means our Obedience to this Part even E 
the 
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which only juſtifies. And it appears that 
we are thus obliged to an Obedience to the 
moral Laws that were 2 to the Jeus, 
inaſmuch as our bleſſed 

deſtroy, but to the Law and the Pro- 
phets; and has commanded us by his Apoſtles 


Law will become a Chriſtian Ser- 
vice, and is the Fruit and Effect of that Faith 
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04r Came not to Matth. v. 25. 


to purſue every thing in which true Morality Phil. iv. 8. 


and Virtue conſiſts; which he himſelf was 


pleaſed to raiſe and reſcue from the falſe No- 
tions of the Jews in his divine Sermon on 
the Mount. And it will not perhaps be 
amiſs here to obſerve, that the true Religion 
has been in the main one and the ſame in all 
Ages from the Beginning of the World, in 
which at all Times everlaſting Salvation was 
ofter'd to Mankind by Chriſt, and true Morality 
and Virtue commanded and practiſed. The 
different Rites and * Inſtitutions that 
have been at different Times commanded by 
God, were owing to the different States or 


Conditions of the People of God. 


3. Theſe Things being premiſed, I pro- 
ceed to the Commandments themſelves , 
which are uſhered in by theſe remarkable 
Words, 1 am the Lord. thy God, who brought thee 
out of the Land of Egypt, out of the Houſe of 
Bondage; denoting God's Authority over and 
Kindneſs to his People, and their Obligation 
conſequent thereupon to obey his Laws. 
And certainly our Obligation, who know 
that the Son of God is come, and has re- 
deemed us by his Blood from the infinitely 
worſe than Egyptian Slavery of Sin and the 
Devil, cannot be leſs than that of the Jews, 
to perform molt ready and cheerful Qbedi- 


enge to him 
; G 2 4: The 
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4. The firſt Commandment is, Thou /halt 
have no other Gods but me. In which we are 
commanded to have the Lord for our God, 
and to be have ourſclves towards him accord- 
| ingly, as we ate e to have any other but 
Deut. xxvlii. him. By the firſt it is our Duty not only to 
= Pal. believe that God is, but alſo to have a holy 
n Veneration fox him; to fear and love him above 
37. Ifai. viii. all Things, to acknowledge his divine Provi- 
13, dence, and out of a juſt Senſe of it to truſt and 
1 5. rejoyce in his Goodneſs and Mercy to the 
Tel. v8. Sons of Men; to thank him for the Bleſſings 
Luke xi, 13, he beſlows upon us, and to pray to him for 
his Holy Spirit, and the conſtant Supply of all 
Phil. iv. 6, dur other Neceſſities, but without Careful- 
Luke xxi. 34. neſs and Anxiety for any thing here below. 
PCal. cxxxv. In a word, to honour and worſhip him as he 
r, Ec. deſerves to be honoured and worſhipped, as 
far as our poor Capacities will permit, and 
to ſerve him truly all the Days of our Lives: 
Il this our own Reaſon will agree to be our 
uty to him that made us, as well as he 
himſelf has revealed it to be our Duty in his 
holy Word. It being altogether reaſonable 
in the nature of the thing that we ſhould ac- 
knowledge his divine Being and Providence, 
by whom we were made, and are preſerv'd 
in being ; that we ſhould love him who is 
infinitely good, and fear him who is infinitely 
reat, and truſt in him who is infinitely merci- 
tul; that we ſhould offer up our Prayers and 
Thanks unto him from whom every good 
Gift proceedeth; and in a word, that we 
mould honour and worſhip him whd is the 
firſt, the greateſt, the beſt and moſt worthy 
Being, the Cauſe and Original of all other 
. CER. 
= 5. And 
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5. And as we are forbid to have any 
other Gods but him, it is our Duty to re- 


nounce and diſclaim all other pretended 
Gods or Deities whatſoever, ſuch as the Hea- 
thens worſhipped, and even every Imagina- 
tion or Luſt that would withdraw us from 


our Obedience to him, who alone has the 


ſupreme Title to it, 80 St. Paul ſpeaks of 


ſome whoſe God was their Belly, and our Savi- Phil. iii. 19. 
our himſelf hath aſſured us, that we cannot Matth. vi. 24. 
ſerve God and Mammon, that is, ſerve God 


and the Riches of this World. For he that 
gives himſelf up to any darling Vice, or ſets 
his Affections on any thing in the World, ſo 
as to be influenced by it to diſobey God, 
thereby ſets it up as an Idol in his Heart, 
to which he falls down and worſhips, and 
forgets the only true God that made him, 
and commanded him to have no other Gods 
but him, He therefore is to be the great and 
only Obje& of our religious Hope, Fear, 
Love and Defire, and to him are moſt due 
our honeſt Endeavours of a conſtant and uni- 
torm Obedience to his Laws. 


II. Thou ſhalt not make to thp lelf 
any graven Image, no2 the Likeneſs of 
any thing that is in Heaven above, oz 
in the Earth bencath, oz in the Water 
under the Earth: Thou ſhalt not bow 
down to them, no2 wozſhip them. Foz 
the Lo2d thy God am a jealous God, 
and viſit the Sins of the Fathers upon 
the Childzen unto the third and fourth 
Generation of them that hate me, and 
ſhew Mercy unto Thouſands in them 


that love me and keep mp Command- 
1 


ments. 
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1. As in the firſt Commandment we are 
in the general forbid to have any other bur 


WVNY the truc God, ſo in the ſecond we are ex» 


preſly forbid to worſhip Idol, or the Images 
of any thing either in Heaven above, ſuch as 
the Sun, Moon, or Stats, or on the Earth be- 
neath, as of Men, Beaſts, &c. or of any Fiſhes 
in the Waters under the Earth, ot the Seas. 
None of theſe, nor any Images of them, are 
we by any means to eltcem as Gods, or to 
ſhew the leaſt religious Worſhip to, by bow- 


ung down to them, or religioully ſerving them 


in any reſpe& whatſoever. For our religious 
Worſhip is to be reſerved for the living and 
true God alone, and to him we ought to pay 


it. And in that we are here forbid to bow 


down to 1dels, it implies, that on proper 
Times and Occaſions we ought to worſhip 
Almighty God, by bowing down to him, or the 


Gen. xxiv.26. like, as his People of old were wont to do, 
od. iv. 31, in Teſtimony of the inward Worſhip of our 


Ex 
& c. 
ſal. xcv. 6. 


Ia. xlii. g. 


Minds. For bodily Worſhip is by no means 
inconſiſtent with, but (when perform'd in a 
due and proper Manner) perfectly agreeable 
to the Worſhip of the Spirit; and to reje& it, 
is to refuſe one Part of that Worſhip which is 
due to God, as the Author both of our Bodies 
and Souls; with both which therefore it is 
altogether reaſonable we ſhould worſhip him. 
2. But neither the Worſhip of our Bodies 
or our Minds is by any means to be given to 
Idols; for God has here expreſly declar'd him- 
ſelf a jealous God, that is, a Being that has a 
juſt Regard for his Honour, which he will by 
no means allow to be given to graven Images; 
and he will puniſh the provoking Iniquities 
thoſe that do ſo, even to the third and fourth 
Generation of them that hate him, while with 
; 2 —_—_— 
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abundant Mercy he will ſhew Kindneſs 10 
Thouſands of thoſe that love him aud keep his Com- 
mandments. 

3. And 'tis no Wonder that God is thus 
ſevere againſt Idolatry, ot the worſh! pping of 
Idols, not only becauſe it withdraws us 
the Worſhip of the only true God, in whoſe 
Worſhip and Service only our true Happineſs 
and Freedom conſiſt, but becauſe it is the frait- 
ful and accurſed Parent of the moſt abomina- 
ble Sins, and of all the Miſeries that flow from 
them. We may obſerve in the firſt Chapeer 
of the Epiſtle to the Romans, what deteftable 
Impieties the antient Hearhen Idolaters were 
guilty of, and the Experience of all Apes, and 
all Countries where IAolary prevaits, thew 
the ſame, or the like diſmal Effects of it; und 
hence alſo in the New Teſtament we are ex- 
preſly commanded to flee From it; and as we 
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are to worſhip God only, fo we are afla'd that 1 Joh. v. zr. 
the Temple of God (whole Temple the Church 1 Cor. x. 14- 


is) can have no Agreement with Idols. How — — 


careful therefore ought we Chriſtians to be 10 
guard againſt the leaſt Approaches to 7dolatry ? 
And how much is it to be lamented that it 
has in any degree poſſeſs'd fo great a Part of 
the Chriſtian Church, I mean thoſe of the 
Romiſh Communion, who give us too much 
cauſe to diſcover hat is the Spirit of Idolatry, 
and the Effects it produces 

4. But leſt it ſhould be thought in any re- 
ſpect ſevere that God ould viſit the Iniquities 
of Fathers upon their Children, let it be obſerwd, 
that it is in truth a wiſe and good Sanction 
which it pleaſed God, as the Governor of the 


World, to give for the Obſervance of his Laws, 


For when Men conſider that even their Chil- 
dren may in ſome meaſure ſuffer for their Sins, 
their 
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Heb. xii. 6, 
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you 2 * oo 2 their own Off. 
ing, eſpecially while they are yet poor in- 
— Children, may be ſome Reſtraint of 
their Impieties, which the more they are re- 
ſtrained, the Miſery of Mankind in general 
will be leſs, and their Happineſs greater. For 
no Man can be wicked but others will in ſome 
reſpect or other ſuffer by it; as on the other 
hand, the Effects of Goodneſs and Virtue are 
not confin d to thoſe who are poſſeſs d of em, 
but extend to the Good and Happineſs of 
others. We have therefore reaſon to be plea- 
ſed with any proper Reſtraints of the Wicked- 
neſs of Men, by which tho' ſome particular 
Perſons may ſuffer, yet it is for the Benefit and 
Advantage of all. And even in reſpe& of thoſe 
particular Perſons there is not the leaſt reaſon 
to complain, when we conſider, that whatever 
Puniſhments the good Children of wicked Pa- 
rents may ſuffer tor their Fathers Sins, they 
will be Puniſhments only in this Life; for in 
reſpect of the World to come, we know they 
ſhall not ſuffer for the Sins of their Fathers ; 
but the Soul that ſinneth it ſhall die. And as to 
the Puniſuments, or rather Afflictions, which 
good Men often ſuffer here, they are but the 
Chaſtiſements of a kind Father, who knows 
what is beſt far them, and thac their light Af- 


2 Cor, iv. 17. fliftion, which is but for a Moment, worketb out for 


them a far more exceeding and eternal! Weight of 
Glory. And as according to the natural Courſe of 
Things Puniſhments are often, as it were, en- 
tail'd on Children by means of the Vices and 
Sins of their Parents, as being the natural Ef- 
fects of them, ſo thoſe Puniſhments may be 
the moſt effectual or only Means, according 
to the common Courſe or Method of God's 


Grace and Providence, which generally warks 


according 
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according to the natural Diſpoſitions of Men, 
to reclaim ſuch Children from the Iniquity of 
their Fathers Ways, or to prevent their go- 
ing into them, in which Caſe thoſe temporal 
Puniſhments which they ſuffer for their Fa- 
thers Sins, become the greateſt Happineſs to 
them. However this upon ali Occaſſons we 
may be fully ſure of, that God's Ways are al- 


ways juſt, and true and righteous are his Judg- Rev. xv, 1 | 
ments; that he knows how to deal with & xvi. 7. 


his Creatures, and will deal with them ac- 
cording to Juſtice and Truth, / 

5. And tis alſo further obſervable, that 
however it may pleaſe God to puniſh the 
Iniquities of Men, his -rany | is extended to 
Thouſands of thoſe that love him and keep his 
Commandments. So that the beſt Proviſion we 
can make for our Children, unleſs their own 
wilful Iniquity ſhould: hinder it, is that which 
proceeds not only from our honeſt Induſtry, 


which will derive down Bleflings- to them 
from above. And as it will probably alſo be 
a means of their 'own Piety and Virtue, it 
will be therefore thereby a means of their 
obtaining the endleſs Rewards of it, 


III, Thou Halt not take the Name of 


the Lozd typ God in vain the Loꝛd 
will not hold him quiltleſs thas talieth 
his Name in vain, 


1. In this Commandment we are forbid Diſcourſe 
to take the Name of God in wain, that is, to III 
make mention of his Name in a careleſs or 
irreverent manner, as is too often done upon 

H every 
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every trivial Occaſion; and much more to 


make uſe of it in profane Curſing or Swear- 
ing, ot any perjurious Oaths whatſoever. To 
do the firſt, is not ſuitable to that Reverence 
we owe. to our infinite Creator, it being by 

no means proper that his Name ſhould be up- 
on all Occafions mingled in our Speech when 
we think not of him; inaſmuch as it is a Diſ- 
regard of ſo great and excellent a Being, and 
tends to leſſen our Veneration of him. To 
do the other, is notoriouſly and impiouſly 
to profane his Name; and as the common 
8 Uſe of Oaths in general tends to leſ- 
en the Religion of them, which ought to be 
always ſacred, and by conſequence to intro- 
duce great Miſchiefs to Society; ſo in parti- 
cular in the Caſe of Perjury, it is often to add 
great Villany and Wickedneſs towards Men 
to our Impiety towards God. Thoſe there- 

fore that irreverently take God's Name in vain, 

but eſpecially the profane Curſers and Swearers, 

and Perjurers, ought ſeriouſly to conſider this, 

for God will not hold him guiltleſs, &c. He 

Hoſ. iv. 2,3- will certainly account them as Tranſgreſlors 
Zech. v. 3. of his Law, and will puniſh them according 
to the degrees of their Guilt. And *tis ob- 

ſervable, that by the Law of Moſes thoſe that 


Lev. xxiv.15, blaſphemed God's Name were to be ſtoned 


16. to death. In the Chriſtian Inſtitution we 
Matth. v. 34. are expreſly commanded not to fwear at all, 
Jam. v. 12. that is, not in our common Converſation, 
when there is no occaſion for it ; but only 
barely to affirm or deny, as the Matter and 


Truth require. And this is what is entirely 
ſuitable to that Sincerity and Honeſty of Mind 
which Chriſtians ought always to poſſeſs, 
and to manifeſt in all their Converſation to 
* **. 00 
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the World. And ſurely a Man of Veracity 
exceedingly leflens his Character when he 
ſwears without juſt Occaſion for it; for it 
is in effect to declare, he is not to be beliey- 
ed upon his Word only. It is indeed juſt- 
Jy to be ſuſpected, that the common Swearer 


has but little regard for Truth either in his 
Words or his Oaths. An honeſt and fin- 


cere Man will be believed in what he fays 
without his ſwearing to atteſt it. 

2. Not but that it is undoubtedly law- 
ful to take an Oath, or to ſwear upon any 
juſt or proper Occaſion, Not only the na- 


ture of the Thing, as it is doing religious Jer, iv. 2 


Honour to Almighty God, as by invoking 
his Name as a juſt and omniſcient Being 
(for to take an Oath, or to ſwear, is to 
call upon God as a Witneſs of the Truth of 
what we ſay, and as a Revenger of Falſ- 
hood and Wrong) but alſo the c@mmon 
Conſent of Mankind, and the expreſs Al- 
lowance, or rather Command of it in the 


Old Teſtament, and the Practice of good Deut. 6. 13. 
Men alſo in the New, are plain Proofs of - 17 "ral 


the ulneſs of Oaths. And the Prohibi- Phil. i. 8, 
tions of Swearing before mentioned, relate Heb. vi. 16. 


only to our common Communication one 
with another, when there is no juſt Occa- 
ſion of Swearing ut all; and to our not do- 
ing it by any other Being but God alone. 
And as the taking of Oaths is not only, as 
I have ſaid, an Act of Religion towards 
God, as it is an Acknowledgement of his 
Omniſcience, juſtice and Truth, but alſo 
a Means of preſerving Right among Men, 
it will become often not only allowable, but 


alſo our Duty to ſwear, when duly requir 
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ted thereunto; and tho' we are forbid upon 
any Occaſion to take God's Name in vain, = 
it is our Duty to make mention of his 
Name upon all juſt and proper Occafions, 


and to celebrate his Praiſe, whoſe Name only 


Pfa. exxxviii. is excellent, and his Praiſe above Heaven and 
12, Earth. And we need not fear ſpeaking of- 
ten of ſo good and ſo excellent a Being, who 
will mercifully accept the fincere Intention 
and Devotion of his Creatures. | 


3. And particularly it becomes us to ſpeak 
good of his Name, and to perform our ſolemn 
Worſhip to God on thoſe Times which he 
himſelf or his Church has ſer apart for his 
more immediate Worſhip and Service, as we 

are obliged by the Reaſon and Equity of the 


next Commangiyent. 


IV. fementiber that thou keep holy 
the Sabbath-Dap : Six Daps ate thou 
labour, and do all that thou haft to do 
but the ſeventh Dap is the Sabbath of 
the Lozd thy God: In it thou halt do 

no manner of Wok, thou, and thy Son, 
and thy Daughter, thy Wan-Dervant, 
and thy Yatd- Servant, thy Cattle, and 
e Stranger that is within thy Gates. 
o in kr Daps the Lozd made Hea⸗ 
ven and Earth, the Sea, and all that in 


e e. 
retoze the Lo2d bleed t 
Dap, and hallowed it. 


Diſcourſe t. In diſcourſing on this Commandment, it 
XII. will be proper to ſhew what ſeems in it pe- 
WY V culiar to the Jews, and how far and in what 
Senſe we Chriſtians are obliged by it. 


2. As 


SSS Sang 
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2. As for the firſt, it is certain the Jew; 
Sabbath was the ſeventh Day of the Weck, 7 

or Saturday. But whether that Day was the 
ſeventh in order from the Creation, or only 
from their Paſſage thro* the Red Sea, or from Se Exod, xii. 
the firſt falling of Manna in the Wilderneſs, 6. & xvi. r, 
is not certain. Ir appears however that the 5» 22, Ce. 
Sr enjoin'd the Obſervation of their 
th, partly in memory of their Egyptian Deut. v. 15. 
Bondage, and that they were obliged to a Exod. xvi. 29. 
ſtrict Reſt thereon, even under the Penalty & xxxi. 15. 
of Death. But in theſe reſpects the Sabbath r & Krb 
of the Jews, as well as their other Ceremo-, z. : 
nies, is now entirely aboliſhed. Let God's Gol-ii. 14, J. 
appointing one Day in ſeven as a Day of holy 16. 
Reſt, after fix of Labour, upon account of 
his creating of the World in fix Days, and 
his reſting on the ſeventh, ſeems to concern Ste Exod. 
us equally as it did the Jews. We have ſtill xxx 17. 
reaſon to bleſs God for his Creation of the 
World, and to keep'up a weekly Feſtival in 
memory of it, But as to the Strifineſs and de Numb. 
Kigour with which the Jews were or thought xv. 32. 
themſelves oblig d to obſerve it, our Saviour, Net. xt. 
a greater Lawgiver than Moſes, has declared 5 z. 
that the Sabbath was made for Man, and not Mark ii. 27. 
Man for the Sabbath; and reproved the rigid Matth. xii. 
Superſtition of the Phariſees in relation to it, and elſewhere, 
proceeding from their Ignorance of the Mean- 
ing of God's chuſing Mercy, and not Sacrifice, 
For which reaſon not only Works of Charity 
or Beneficence to Mankind, but alſo Works 
of Neceſſity or of great Conveniency to our- Matt, xii, 11, 
ſelves, are allowable on our Chriſtian Sabbath, 
on which no good Man, who with a ſincere 
Mind intends to worſhip God, and to keep 
it holy, aggording to his Inſtcajon, rede 
| N the 
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pulous about ſmaller Matters, 
equence to the Sandtification 


to beep holy, as our Chriſtian Sabbath, or week- 
ly Feſtival, it is not the ſeventh, but the firſt 
Day of the Week, or Sunday, becauſe on that 


Joh. XX. 10, Day our Saviour roſe from the Dead, and on | 


26. the ſame Day ſent down the Holy Ghoſt on 

Ads ii, 1. the Apoſtles, on the Day of Pentecoſt; wherefore 

| upon the Abolition of the Jewiſb Sabbath, no 

| Day could be ſo proper for their. Chriſtian 

| Weekly Feſtival as the firſt Day of the Week, 

or Sunday; and accordingly we have Intima- 

Adds xx. 7, tion in the New-Teſtament of the Obſervance 

| x Cor. xvi. 2. of it even in the Apoſiles Times; it is call'd in 

1 Rev. I. 10. the Book of the Revelations the Lord's-Day; 

F and the Church in all Ages and in all Coun- 
tries have hitherto obſerv'd it as their Week! 

Feſtival, and no doubt will continue to do fo 


to the End of the World. The only Queſtion + 


therefore that now remains 1s, how this Day 
is to be kept holy by us? And the beſt Method 
I conceive to ſhew this, is to conſider the 


whole Reaſon and Deſign of its Inſtitution, 


ſo far as we are concern'd in it. And firſt, 

one Reaſon of the Inſtitution of a weekly Sab- 

n, bath, or Day of Reſt (for the Word Sabbath 
Iii 12 ſignifies Reſt) ſeems to me to be for the tem- 
Deut. v. 13. poral Good of Men, and their Refreſhment 
from the Cares and Bufineſſes of Life, that we 

5 not be always as Slaves to this World, 

that thoſe that axe in a State of Servitude 

might have ſome Time of Refreſhment from 

the Toil and Labour they are oblig'd to un- 

dergo. And in purſuance of this Deſign of its 


ofl 


diſengage 


« 
7 
15 
* 


3. And as to the Day that we Chriſtians ae 
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1tution, we ſhould on this weekly Feſtival 
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worldly Cares | 


uſineſſes, except what Charity or any 
other good Reaſon may require of us, and 


iſengage our Minds from 


give our Servants the ſame Freedom and Re- 


cſhment from their uſual Labour and Service. 
And accordingly this Reſt is expreſly requir'd 
in the fourth Commandment, and for this rea- 
ſon alſo expreſly, that thy Man- Servant and thy 
Maid- Servant may reit as well as thou. And 
as therefore this 1s a Day of Reſt and Refreſh- 
ment, the Divinity of thoſe Men is by no 
means to be hearken'd to, who would impole 9 Luke xiii. 
rigorous and burdenſome Severities on the Con- 14, &c. 
ſciences of Men in the Obſervation of it, of 
no real Uſe to make them holier or better 
Men. 

4. But in the next place, as the Sabbath was g, Gen. ii. 3. 
alſo and more eſpecially intended for the more Lev. xix. zo. 
ſolemn Worſhip of God, and to keep up a i. 2. & 
conſtant Senſe of Religion among Men, in Num. Xxvill. 
order to keep it holy, we ought always to re- 9. oy 
member to do every thing ſuitable to this End Acts xiii. 27. 
and Deſign of it, by frequenting the publick xv. 21. & 
Worſhip of God, and magnifying his infinite * 7* 


Deut. v. 14. 


Glory, and rejoycing in his Goodneſs to the 


Sons of Men; particularly to bleſs God for 
his Creation of the World in ſix Days, and for 
the Reſurrection of our bleſſed Saviour from the 
Dead, and by conſequence our Redemption thro' 
him, For by the Celebration of this Day we 
are to keep up a conſtant Memorial of both 


theſe; of the firſt, namely, the Creation of the 


World, as it is a Day of Reſt after fix allow'd 

us for Labour and worldly Buſineſs, for in /ix 

Days God created Heaven and Earth, and 

reſted on the ſeventh; and it is a Memorial of 

our Redemption as it is the firſt Day of the 

Week, on which our Saviour roſe trom the 
Dead. 


56 


Eſth. ix. 21. 


| 
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Benefits ſhould be the Subject of our devour 
Praiſes on this Day ; and upon theſe Accounts 
and in theſe Reſpects may it be always re- 
membred to be k-pt holy for ever. | 
5. And the Reaſon and Equity of this Com- 
mandment extends not only to the Lord's Day, 
but ſuch Days alſo in their Meaſure and Pro- 
* as are upon good Grounds appointed 
y the Church to be kept holy. We find the 
Jewiſh Church appointed Feſtivals without 


1 Mac. iv.59. immediate divine Command, which none of 
Joh. x. 22,23. their People ever ſcrupled to obſerve, ſuch as 


* 


the Days of Purim, and the Feaſt of Dedication, 
at which laſt our Saviour himſelf was pleaſed 


„ — 22 —_ —_— 


15 Perhaps too the Lord's- Day was intended to keep up 
a Memorial of the Miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt on the Apo» 
files on the — 5d Pentecoſt, It is the Opinion of learned 
Men that the Day of Pentecoſt that Year fell on the firſt 


Day of the Week. Even thoſe that otherwiſe differ as to 


the preciſe Time from whence the Jews begun their Com- 
putation for their Feaſt of Weeks, or of Pentecoſt, yet 

ree in this Opinion. See Biſhop Pearſon on the Article 
of our Saviour's Reſurreſtion the third Day, Dr. Ham- 
mond's Note on Mark xiv. and Paraphraſe on Acts ii. 1. 
Dr. Whitby's Appendix to Mark xiv. and Note on Acts 
ii. 1. and Dr. Wotton's Miſna, Vol. I. p. 225, 295. 
Wherefore if the Holy Ghoſt alſo deſcended, as is moſt pro- 
bable, on the. Jo Day of the Week, it is another great 
Argument for the Sanct ification of that Day far our 
Chriſtian Sabbath ; und ſo great an Event happening there- 
on, it is very proper that this ſhould be alſo one Subje# of 
our religious Praiſes on that Day, However, moſt juſt and 
meet it is that when we are bleſſing God for his Creation 
of the World and Redemption of Mankind, we by m 
means forget the Miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt to Canctify 


his People, and thereby to qualify them for the Benefits of 
" that Redemption. Thus 4 on every Lord's-Day 


let us worſhip God the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, and give him moſt humble and hearty Thanks, a 
our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. 


Dead.j Wherefore theſe great and ineſtimable 
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to be preſent in the Temple, And it were 
abſurd to ſuppoſe the Chriſtian Church with» 

out an equal Privilege, which is ſo reaſonable 

in itſelf, and be of ſo Advantage to 

her Members. And accordingly in the Church 

of England, venerable and uſeful gre her holy 
Seaſons for the training up her Children in the 
holy Myſteries of our Faith, ſuch as the Na- 
tivity of our Loth, his Reſurrection, and the 
like; and ſor the exciting them to a pious 
and virtuous Lite, not only by the devour 
Meditation of theſe Myſteries, but alſo by 
commemorating the Examples of the holy 
— — all our Feſtivals may be — 
hdered as ſo many proper unities and 
Remem es to pes to bleſs God for the 
1 Light of his Goſpel vouchſafed to us. For 
7 which reaſon, if we make 2 proper Uſe of 
7 theſe Days and Seafons appointed by the 
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ſ Church, inſtead of complaining. of her Inſti- 
0 tutions, we mall have cauſe to bleſs God for 
4 the Benefits and Advantages of them. 

" BS | | 

Y V. Honour.,thp Father and thy Wo⸗ 


is ther, that thn Days map be long in the 
5. Land which the Aoꝛd thy God giveth thee. 


T 1. Hitherto we have diſcourled on the four Diſcourſe 
.- firſt Commandments, which are called by Di- XV. 
4 vines the firſt Table of the Law, and contain WYNI 
* our Duty toward God. The other fix, which 
” are called the ſecond Table, teach us our Dus 
fy ty towards Men. The firſt of which is alſo the 
of firſt Commandment with Promiſe, that is, the Eph, vi. 2, 
rl firſt to the Obſervance of which any Promiſe 
2 of Reward or Blefling is expreſly annexed ; 

and accordingly it contains a great and £xcel- 
to | I lent 
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Eph. vi. 1. 
Col. iii. 20. 
1 Tim. v. 4- 


Luke ii. 51. 


Deut. v. 16. 


Eph. vi. 3. 


* 
/ 
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lent Duty, namely, the mg our Parents, 
which implies all that Love, Reſpet# and Obe- 
dience, and the utmoſt Readineſs to ſuccour and 
relieve them in any kimi of Neceſſity or Diſ- 
treſs, which by the Law of Nature, as well 
as revealed Religion, Children are obliged to 
pay to their Parents; for our Subjection to 
whom we have no leſs an Example than that 
of our bleſſed Saviour himſelf to his earthly 
Parents here. And tho' the temporal Pro- 
miſe of long Life and happy Days annexed to 
this Commandment, chiefly perhaps reſpe&- 
ed the Jews, whoſe Religion as ſuch was 
not expreſly founded but upon temporal Pro- 
miſes; yet as we find it adopted even in- 
to the New Teſtament, ſo I don't doubt 
but that the Truth of it will {till be, gene- 
rally at leaſt, found to be verify'd to the 
Obſervers of this Commandment. So that 
we may look upon the honouring of our Pa- 
rents as an excellent Means of our ini 
long and proſperous Days, or in the Words 
of the Apoſtle, that it may be well with 213, and 


that we may live long upon the Earth. But 


however it may pleaſe to dea! with us 
here, for temporal Happineſs may not al- 
ways be the beſt for us in this fleeting State, 
the Performance of our Duty in this and in 


- other Reſpe&s will certainly entitle us to the 


utmoſt Happineſs and endleſs length of Days 
in another Life, which God hath prepared 
for the Inheritance of his People. And it 


Exod. xxi.15, has pleaſed God no leſs ſeverely to expreſs 


17. Deut. 
xxi. 18, 20, 


his Diſpleaſure againſt — and rebelli- 
ons Children, than his Promiſes were merci- 
ful to the dutiful and good. And accord- 
ingly we often, if not always, find unduti- 
ful and rebellious Children ſuffering ſome Pu- 
„ niſhment 
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niſhment or other even in this Life. And 
tis no wonder, when they ſo unnaturally and 
monſtrouſly break throꝰ that Duty, which we 
owe to thoſe who have not only been a Means 
of our Being, but al{#often with. great La- 
bour and Care of their own, and with great 
Affection been the Means of our Preſerva- 
tion and Support in it. Hence therefore as 
deteſtable and unnatural Ingratitude is join'd 
to their Rebellion, ſo it is an exceeding Ag- 
gravation of it. | 

2. But tho' our Parents only are expreſſed 
in this Commandment, yet the reaſon. of it 
extends itſelf to all other our lawful Superi- 
or5 whatſoever, who are in ſome meaſure 
as ”axgnts to us. Hereby therefore Servants 
are oblig'd to be obedient to their Maſters, 
and to do them true and faithful Service; 5 
and that not only to the good and gentle, but | neg he 2. 
alſo to the frouard. And hereby alſo all are 
obliged to be loyal to the King, obedient Pro. xxiv.2r. 
to their Governours both in Church and State, Rom. _ 
according to the Rules of the Goſpel, and og 1 
the juſt Laws and Conſtitutions of their xi. 21. 
Country; and in a word, to pay a juſt Ho- Heb. xiii. 17. 
nour to all Men, and eſpecially to all our 
Superiors whatſoever. ACE 

3. And as there is thus a Duty on Chil- 
dren towards their Parents, and of all others 
towards their Superiors; ſo alſo there is 2 
Duty on Parents towards their Children, and 
of others towards: thoſe that are in any kind 
of Subjefion to them. It is the Duty of r Tim. v. 8. 
Parents to provide for their Children, to in- 1 Cor. xii 14. 
ſtil into them with the utmoſt Prudence and 
Affection the Principles of true Piety and 
Virtue, and thereby to bring them up in the Eph, vi. 4. 
Nurture and Admonitioa of the Lord. But by 
12 no 


- 


59 


\ 


4 | RY 

60 Diſcourſes on the Principles 

Col. iii. 21. no means to provoke their Children, leſt they by 
| diſccurag'd, by any unneceflary or indiſcreet 

Pro. xiii. 24. Severities; but chaſtening or correting them 

with Reaſon and Diſcretion, when there 1s 

juſt need and occaſio tor it, 1 

4. Ic is the Duty of . Maſters to be kind 
"mg 1. and juſt to their Servants, knowing that they 
Gn . . 4lſo have a Maſter in Heaven; and to encqu- 
Joſk. xx iv. 15. rage and promote in them true Piety and 
Virtue. It is the Duty of Governours, whe- 
ther in Church or State, to conſult the Good 
of the People committed to their Charge; 
and it is the Duty of all Superiors in general 
to be kind and courteous to thoſe that are 
Rom, xii. 16. beneath them, to condeſcend to Men of lou 
Eſtate, and to make uſe of that Power or Su- 
. they are inveſted with, not for the 

rt or Injury of any one, but as much as they 
can for the Good and Advantage of all. 

7. And the reaſon of theſe which are cal- 
led relative Duties, that is, ſuch Duties as 
we owe to one another, according as we 

ſtand re/ated to each other in our ſeveral 
States or Conditions here; I ſay, the reaſon 
of theſe Duties ariſes from the nature of 
thoſe ſeveral Relations now mentioned, and 
the Tendency of the ſaid Duties to the gene- 
ral Good and Happineſs of Men. According 
to the nature of Things, as they ſtand at 
preſent, and for the Peace and Order of the 
World, there muſt needs be various States 
and Conditions of Men; and ſome mult be 
> in higher Stations, and others in lower, 
Now the due Performance of the relative 
Duties will render each mutually uſeful to 
other, and excellently contribute to the 
Peace and Happineſs of the World; while 
the contrary can produce nothing but Mi: 
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chief, Diſorder and Confuſion. And the 
Peace of our own Minds may juſtly follow, 5 4 
from our being conſcious to ourſelves that N 
we act as becomes, us in our own proper 

State, and contribute our Share to the Peace 

and Tranquillity of the World. , 


VI. Thou ſhalt do no Murder. 


1. As in the fifth Commandment we are Diſcourſs 
enjoined to honour aur Parents, ſo in the ſixth XV. 

we are forbid bearing Hatred or Malice, or det 
being guilty of any injurious Treatment 

againſt the Perſon of any one whatſoever, 

For tho Murder only, or which is the ſame 

thing, the wilful and unlawful taking away 

the Life of another Man, or laying violent 

Hands on ones ſelf, is here expreſly forbid; 

yet every thing that any way tends to it, or in 

any reſpect partakes of its Nature, is alſo by 
conſequence prohibited by it, and therefore Matth. v.zr. 
all Hatred, Malice and Revenge; all provoking c. 1 John 
and injurious Language, all Variance or Strife, l. 13 * 
and all raſh and immoderate Anger or Paſſion, 1 wet 5 
all Diſcontent or Impatience under Afflictions, 1 Tim. vi.6, 8. 
which lead to Self- Murder, is contary to our Matth. vi. 23, 
Obedience to this Commandment. He. 


2. And the Sin of Murder is ſo very hei- 
nous, that we had need deteſt all the leaſt 
Tendencies towards it. It has pleaſed Gd f 
to create Man in his own Image, and having 
given us our Life and Being here, he has 
enacted this Law for the mutual Preſervation 
and Security of our Lives from the Injuries 
ot each other; and was pleaſed exprelly to 
appoint that the Murderer ſhould be put to Jen. ix. 5. 


x Exod. xxi. 12. 
death. Ang he has agcordingly given Au- — 
An. - 5 N thority 16. n 
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thority to Magiſtrates for that purpoſe, who 
airs, sen, to execute Wrath, 


1 Pet. ii. 14. 2s God's Miniſters, on them that do evil, And 


therefore Magiſtrates, who for juſt Cauſes, 
and according to Law, Men to death, 
are no ways concerned in this Prohibition: 
Neither are they guilty of Murder, who by 


Exod.xxi.12, Chance only, without any premeditated De- 


13. Num. x. 
9. Prov. xx. 
18, Rom, a 
xiii. 4. Luke ty Defence of their own Lives, and ſome- 


iii. 14. 


ſign, happen to kill another; or who kill 
their Enemies in juſt War, or in the neceſſa- 


times too of their Goods and Poſſeſſions. In 
other Caſes 'tis no wonder that thoſe that 
wilfully and unlawfully kill, expoſe themſelves 
ſo much to the Vengeance of God, as well 
as bring ſo great Guilt on themſelves ; for 
hereby they offend in a very heinous manner 
againſt the Authority of God, by depriving 
thoſe whom he hath created after his own 
Image, of that Life which he had given 
them, and commit an irreparable Injury, and 
in many Caſes a moſt diſmal one to theſe 
their Fellow Creatures here. And they al- 
ſo who are guilty of Self- Murder moſt unna- 
turally offend both againſt God and them- 
ſelves. The laſt Tendency therefore to ſo hei- 
nous and crying a Sin in any reſpe& we odgzht 
utterly to deteſt and avoid, and inſtead there- 
of to plant in our Minds the lovely Senti- 
ments of Humanity and Kindneſs for each other, 


Luke xx i. 19. and for all Men, and to poſſeſs our Souls in 


Patience and Submiſſion to the Will of God, 
that we may in ho reſpet be tempted to 
lay violent Hands on ourſelves. We are by 
no means to negle& preſerving the Life of 


any one, when it is in our Power to do it; 


for that were Guilt next to that of taking 


it away. We are to be ready, according te 


out 
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of the Chriſtian Religion. 63 
our Power, to relieve every one in any kind 
of Neceſſity or Diſtreſs, and cheerfully con- Luke x. 3. 
pute to the mutual Support and Comfort Heb. xiii. 16. 
each others Lives. We are to love even Matth. v. 44. 
our Enemies, and to do good to them, and by Rom. xii. 17. 
no means to indulge the leaſt Spirit of Malice 9 *** 
or Revenge. By theſe Means we ſhall not 
only avoid the horrid Guilt of Murder, or 
thoſe Sins which any way lead to it, but 
alſo be as ſo many kind . BenefaRors to one 
another; and while we are ſtudying to pro- 
mote Peace and Love and Good- will among 
Men, we ſhall alſo promote the nobleſt Peace 
and Satisfaction of our own Minds; and 
above all procure to ourſelves the Rewards 
in another Life of our Virtue and good 
Deeds in this, 


VII. Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery. 


1. It having pleaſed God to inſtitute Diſcourſe 
Marriage for the Propagation of Mankind, XVI. 
and other excellent Ends and Advantages; 
he has given the ſeventh Commandment to pre- 
vent the Violation of the Marriage-Bed, as 
there is the utmoſt reaſon ſo excellent a State, 
which ought to be honourable in all, ſhould Heb. ili. 4 
be kept altogether holy and undefiled. And þ -7 
it has accordingly pleaſed God, not only by 
an expreſs Commandment to forbid Adultery, 
but alſo under the Old Teſtament to appoint 
that Adulterers and Adultereſſes ſhould be put Iv. xx. 10. 
to death. And tho' we are not obliged by Deut. xxIl 22. 
this, as it is a Part of the judicial Law of the 
Jews, yet we are aſſured alſo in the New 
Teſtament that Whoremongers and 9 Heb, zill. 4 
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God will judge, and that Adilterers ſhall nt 

inherit the Kingdom of God. p 

2. And no wonder, ſeeing it is fo 


and heinous a Sin, it is a Violation of that 


State which wa 


ſtituted by God himſelf 
in Paradiſe, and 


ich repreſents the my- 


c only 
in the higheſt degree afflicting, and 
attended with the moſt diſmal Conſe- 
ences, ſuch as the Confuſon and Miſery of 
ilies, irreconcilable Hatreds, and even Mur- 
der = | : r * alſo 
is an Iniguity to be puniſhed by the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate; and God hath ſufficiently declar d his 
gment againſt it. | 
3. And the Chriſtian Religion is expreſs, 
not only againſt Adultery, but all other Un- 
cleanneſſes whatſoever, either in Thought, 
Word, or Deed. It has declared that 10 
Whoremonger, or unclean Perſon, hath any In- 
heritance in the Kingdom of Chriſt and of God; 
that for the ſake of theſe Things the Wrath of 
God cometh on the Children of Diſobedience, and 
that Chriſtians ought ſo to behave themſelves in 
all Purity and Virtue, that Fornication and al 
Uncleanneſs ſhould not be once named among them. 
It has declared that no corrupt Communication 
ought to proceed out of our Mouths, nor Filthi- 
neſs, nor fooliſh talking, nor jeſting, which is not 
convenient ; and laſtly, that even impure and 
luſtful Thoughts, tho* they proceed no far- 
ther, ſo far as they are voluntary and are in- 
dulged in, are blameable, and partake of the 
Crime on which they are indulged. In Obe- 
dience thercfore to theſe Declarations, we 
are obliged to obſerve the utmoſt Chaſtity 
both of Body and Mind, 


4. The 


2 
=” 


of the Chriſtian Religion. 
4. The Means whereto are, the keeping 


eur Bodies in r and Suberneſs, apply- 


ing ourſelves to ſome lawful Buſineſs or Call- 
ing, avoiding looſe or immodeſt Company, 
and immodeſt Converſation; and if need be, 


beraking ourſelves to the holy State of Ma- 


trimony, that we may keep ourſelves unde- 
filed Members of Chriſt's Body. By the Uſe 
of theſe and the like Means, together with 
our ſincere Prayers to God for his Grace, we 
need not doubt our obtaining ſuch a Superi- 
ority over our corrupt Inclinations, as will 
be accepted with God: And it will be inſi- 
nitely our Intereſt to ſubdue all our unrea- 
ſonable Inclinations, and thereby procure to 
ourſelyes the noble Liberty and Freedom of 
rational Beings, and of Chriſtians, while at 
the ſame time we are ſhewing our Obedience 
to God and his holy Laws. 


VIII. Thou walt not ſtegl, 


1. As this Commandment tends to ſecure 
every Man in the Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment 
of thoſe Goods which are juſtly and lawfully 
his own; ſo *cis altogether reaſonable that 
every Man ſhould be fo ſecur d, if there be 
any ſuch thing as Property among Men; and 
to ſuppoſe the contrary, not to mention any 
other Argument for Property at preſent, were 
do let Men looſe as Beaſts and Savages to one 
another, Every Man indeed that has any thing 
that he calls his own, is ſufficiently ſenſible of 
the Equity of this Commandment. He negds no 
Arguments to convince him, that no other 
ought to take, either by Violence or Fraud, what 
he poſſeſſes from him; and therefore by the 
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plaineſt Reaſon he ought alſo by no means 
to invade the Right and Property of another, 
God alone is indeed the ſupreme Proprietor, 
as he is the Creator of all Things; inſomuch 
that all the Beaſts of the Foreſt are his, and the 
Cattle upon a thouſand Hills. And as he is the 
ſupreme Proprietor, ſo the diſpoſal of all Things 
originally belongs to him; for Promotion com- 


Pla. Ixxv. 7, eth neither from the Eaſt, nor from the Weſt, nor 


yet from the South: And why? God is the Judga; 
he putteth down one, and ſetteth up another. 

2. And therefore when any Man has ac- 
quired either Lands or any other Poſſeſſions 
by his honeſt Induſtry, or any other lawtul 
Means, they are as it were given him by God, 
from whom his Right and Title is originally 
deriv'd; and the Sin of thoſe who invade the 
Rights and Properties of others, may be con- 
{ider'd not only as an Offence againſt Men, 
but alſo as an Oppoſition to God's Appoint- 
ment of the Goods of this World to ſuch and 
ſuch particular Perſons by his Providence, by 
taking from them what he has been pleas'd 
to give them. To prevent which, he himſclt 
has here expreſly commanded us not to ſteal, 
that 1s, not to take from another that which 
is his, either by open Violence or ſecret Fraud, 
or by any other unlawful Means whatſocver, 
Wherefore, not only they that directly ſteal 
from others, either by open Robbery or ſecret 
Thieving, but thoſe alſo who are any ways 
unjuſt in their Dealings, who oppreſs thoſe 
that are weaker than themſelves, or any ways 
defraud them of their Goods or Poſſeſſions, 
and who refuſe to pay their juſt Debts, and 
the like, are guilty of the Breach of this Com- 
mandment, which in every Inſtance of it is, 
as indeed every Sin is more or leſs, an ex- 
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ceeding Folly. For the Curſe of God juſtly Zech. v. 3, 4. 
attends all Thievery, Injuſtice and Wrong ; and J-"- xvii. 11. 


however by God's Permiffion Thieves and Ex- 


tortioners may fare in this World, they ſhall not 1 Cor. vi. 10. 


inherit the Kingdom of God. Wherctore let 


him that ſtole, ſteal no more, but rather let him Eph. iv. 28. 


labour, working with his Hands the thing that is 
good, that he may have to give to him that need- 
eh. And this is the true and excellent Spirit 
of Chriſtianity, that it renders us ſo far from 
invading in the leaſt the Rights of others, that 
we become moſt ready and willing to commu- 
nicate of our own to the Relief of others who 
are in any kind of Neceſſity or Diſtreſs. For 
which reaſon, as we are Chriſtians, we are not 
only to keep our Hands from picking and ſteal- 


ing, not only to be juſt and honest in all our 1 Tim. vi. 18. 
Dealings, but alſo to do God to Mankind in Luke xii. 21. 
Proportion to the Abilities which God hath 


given us. An excellent Means whereunto is 


honef? Induſtry in our ſeveral Callings, but 


without Carcfulneſs or Anxiety; together 
with a frugal Management of our own, but 
without the leaſt covetons Diſpoſition of Mind, 
whereby we ſhall be under no Temptation 
to invade the Properties of others, and be en- 
abled to do Good with our own. And if at 
any time we have in any reſpect done any 
Wrong to any one, we ought to make him 


full Reſtitution, according to the uttermolt of Luke xix. g. 


our Power, as we are obliged by the plain- 
eſt Reaſon. For if we are obliged not to do 
amiſs, we muſt alſo certainly be obliged to 
undo, as much as lies in our Power, what has 
been done ſo. And as to the Caſe of Myrong 
which we have done to any one, we can by 
no means be ſaid to be in a Diſpoſition to 
undo it, unleſs we are willing to make the 

K 2 Perſon 
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Perſon injur'd juſt Amends and Satisfaction 


for the Wrong that has been done him. This 
he has a Right to demand of us, as much as 
he had ar firſt a Right to that of which he has 
been wrong'd: And as every one would think 
ſuch Amends and Satisfaction moſt juſt and 
reaſonable in his own Caſe, we ought equally 


to think it ſo in that of others, 


Diſcourſe 
XVIII. 


IX. Thou ſhalt not bear kalſe Witneſs 
againſt thy Neighbour. 

X. Thou ſhalt not covet thy Neigh- 
bour's YHoitle, thou ſhalt not covet thy 
Neighbour*s Wi e, no2 his Servant, no? 
his Maid, no? his Ox, no? his Als, no: 


anp thing that is his. 


1. The Laws of true Religion ate in all 
Reſpects of Benefit and Advantage to Men. 


They tend to promote the Peace and Securi- 


50 the Welfare and Happineſs of the World. 
For by theſe, if they were but as duly obferv'd 
as they are juſtly and wiſely enacted, Men in 
Power and Authority would be ſecure in the 
Reſpect and Obedience that is due to them 
from their Inferiors, as theſe would be ſecure 
in the Protection and Kindneſs of their Supe- 
tiors; and every one would be ſecure in his 
Me, in his Goods, in his good Nathe, or 

eputation, and every thing elſe that is dear 


to him, as much as the Nature of this mortal 


State would permit, and moreover reap thoſe 
Advantages which ariſe from the Good-will 
and Kindneſs of others. 5 


2. Particularly, as the three former Com- 
mandments tend to ſecure us in our Perſons, 
in the juſt Rights of Martiage, and in out 
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Goods, from the Violence of any unjuſt In- : 
vader; ſo the ninth tends to guard us againſt 
any Injury we may receive in any reſpe& from 
the falſe or unjuſt Accuſations, the Calunmies or 
Slanders of others. In which we are forbid 
to bear falſe Witneſs againſt our Neighbour, that 
is, any Perſon whatſoever with whom we 
have any occaſion of having any thing to do. 
For all Mankind being of the ſame common 
Nature, and mutually obliged by the ſame 
common Principles of Humanity, every Man 
is our Neighbour, of what Country or of what 
Religion ſoever, with whom we have any 
Dealing or Commerce, or to whom we have Luke x. 29, 
any Opportunity of doing Good. We are c. 
therefore by no means to bear falſe Witneſs 
againſt any Perſon whatſoever, either by ac- Prov. vi. 16, 
cuſing him unjuſtly, or giving falſe Evidence a- 19. Luke iii. 
gainſt him in Judgment. And the Reaſon of "4: 
this Commandment, and our Love to our Neigh- 
bour, will oblige us by no means to ſlander Pal. xv. 3. 
him, that is, to ſay any thing falſiy of him up- Exod xxiii. r. 
on any Occaſion to the Diſadvantage of his 
Reputation, or ſo much as in any reſpect to 
promote or propagate or excourage any ſlanderous 
Reports concerning him. In Oppoſition to 
this diabolical Temper, we ought to be entire 
Lovers of Truth and Juſtice and Charity; can- 
did and impartial in our Opinion of Men; ab- 
horring all Inſincerity and telling of Lies; and Fph. iv. 25. 
by no means raſbly judging or cenſuring others, Zech. viii. 16. 
but learning rather to be favourable to the — 3 
Faults and Infirmities of others by the Senxõ Fr 
of our own. | | 

3. In the laſt place, it is further obſervable, 
that true Religion does not only lay Reſtraint 
on our outward Actions, but alſo requires the 
Purity and Integrity of our Minds. A Man 

may 


70 Diſcourſes on the Principles 


g may do ſome good Deeds, tho' he has no 

F Principles of true Virtue or Religion. He may 

have ſome other Motive for the doing of them; 

as one may give Alms to the Poor, for no 

other reaſon but to be ſeen of Men; or he 

may not purſue his Enemies with Revenge, 

or even he may do them Kindneſs, out of 

Policy only, to gain ſome Advantage by it, 

or for fear of the Miſchief they may otherwiſe 

do him. But ſuch good Deeds, if they may 

be ſo call'd, entitle us to no Rewards from 

the Chriſtian Inſtitution; we may have the Re- 

wards that naturally flow from ſuch Actions, 

ſuch as the Applauſe of Men, or the gaining 

ſuch Points as we aim at by our Policy or 

Management. But true Religion requires Truth 

Pal, li. 6. in the inward Parts, as well as the Aopearance 

of Virtue in our outward Actions; it requires 

Prov. iv. 23. the Purity and Integrity of our Hearts and In- 

Matth. v. 8. tentions, which gives Worth and Excellency 

to the Things we perform. We are oblig'd 

to do Good out of a Principle of Obedience 

to God's Laws; that is, for that very reaſon, 

becauſe it is his Will we ſhould do it, know- 

ing that it is the Will of an infinitely good 

and perfect Being; and we ought according- 

ly to rejoice in the Senſe of our Obedience to [ 
him. We are oblig'd not only not to do Evil, 
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; but not to harbour any in our Thoughts or K 

| Minds. We are oblig'd not only not to ſteal a 
from our Neighbour, but not ſo much as to 

covet any thing that is his; as in the next and | 

1 laſt Commandment we are expreſly forbid, Thou , 

| [halt not covet, &c. that is, thou ſhalt not un- t 

lawfully or inordinately defire any thing that p 

belongs to any other Men whatſoever. I ſay, 7 

unlawfully or inordinately; for tis manifeſt there t 

are {ome Things of others we may very 3 a 
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fully defire, that is, ſuch Things as they are 
willing, and may lawfully part with, and we 
are willing to purchaſe upon juſt and reaſon- 
able Terms; but even in reſpect of theſe things, 
as in reſpect of every Thing elſe here, our 
Deſires ought to be reaſonable and moderate, 
not too eager in our Purſuit of any earthly Poſ- 
ſeſſion, or impatient under any Diſappoint- 
ment. In order to which we ſhall do well, 


as it is our Happineſs and our Duty to be g.) 


content with our own State and Condition, 
and with a cheerful and humble Submiſſion 
to God's Providence, to do our Duty in that 
State of Life into which he has been pleaſed to call 
. By theſe Means, and by a ſincere Obe- 
dience to the reſt of God's Commandments, 
proceeding from an unfeigned Faith, we ſhall 
make the beſt Proviſion for the Security and 
Comfort of our mortal Lives here on Earth, 
as well as obtain a glorious and à happy Im- 
mortality in Heaven. For the Command- 


ments of God are all holy, juſt and good, and Rom. vii. r2, 
in keeping of them there is great Reward. Pal. xix. 11. 


Q. What dolt thou chielly learn bp 
thele Commandments : 

A. I learn two things, my Duty to- 
wards God, and my Duty towards my 
Neighbour. 

What is thy Duty towards God ? 

A. My Duty towards God, is to be⸗ 
lieve in him, to fear him, and to love 
him with all my Heart, with all my Mind, 
with all my Soul, and with all m 
Strength; to woꝛchip him, to give him 
Thanks, to put my whole Truſt in him, 
to tall upon him, to honour his holy Name 
and his Mord, and to lerve him tru{p all 
the Daps of my Lite, What 
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Þ Q. What is thy Duty towards thy | 
4 A. Mp Duty towards mp Neighbour 
A is to love him as myſelf, and to do to | 
A all Men as J would they Gould do unto 
= me: To love, honour, and ſuccour mp 
in Farher and Yother : Co honour and oben | 
4 King, and all that are put in Au- | 
4 thozitp under him. To ſubmit myſelf [ 
4 to all mp Governours, Teachers, ſpi- 
1 ritual Paſtozs and Walters. To oꝛder p 
= myſelf lowlp and reverentlp to all mp | 
| Betters. To hurt no Bodp by Wozd oz k 
1 Deed. To be true and jult in all mp j 
Ty Dealings; to bear no Malice noz Ha⸗ g 
tred in mp Heart. To keep my Hands - 
11 from picking and ſrealing; and mp f 
4 Tongue from evil ſpeaking, lping and ( 
i4 llandering. To keep mp Dodp in Tem- ; 
4 perance, Soberneſs and Chaftity. Not ; 
q to covet no2 deſire other Mens Goods, : 
41 but to learn and labour trulp to get mine p 
[ own Living, and to do my Duty in that * 
7 State of Life, unto which it ſhall pleaſe r 
[ God to call me. 0 
15 | 
N Dicourſſe 1. I haye now gone thro the Ten Command- 1 
| A. ens, which either in expreſs Words, or in 0 
17 e Reaſon and Equity of them, contain the \ 
| whole of our Duty towards God and Man; and 5 
accordingly the Catechiſm gives us a ſhort De- 1 
ſcription of our Duty towards both, by way þ, 
of a ſummary Explication of the Ten Com- to 
mandments, which is laid down in ſo plain of 


and eaſy Expreſſions, that, at leaſt after what 0 
has been already ſaid, there needs no particu- 
lar Comment or Illuſtration of them. It will 
not however be amiſs to ſay ſomewhat of thoſe 
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wo great Heads of our Duty, on which hang Matth. xxii. 
all the Law and the Prophets, that is, all In- 36, 37, 4 
{ſtances of our Duty therein mentioned de- 
pend, I mean, the Love of God and our Neigh- 
hour. In doing which I will endeavour to 
ſbew what reaſon we have to love both God 
and our Neighbour, and after what manner 
we ought to do it; and allo how our Happi- 
neſs and our whole Duty flows from this noble 
Principle of the Love of God and Men, | 
2. Firſt therefore, God infinitely deſerves 
our Love, as he is in himſelf the moſt love- 
ly and venerable Being, infinite in Goodneſs, 
and every other divine Perfection, the Author 
of our Being, and of every Thing elſe that is 
good to us. He it is that created the Hea- 
vens and the Earth, that appointed the grate» 
ful Viciſſitudes of Day and Night, and the 
ſeveral Seaſons of the Year, and that ſendeth Adds xiv. 15. 
5 Rain from Heaven, and fruitful Seaſons, fill- 
ing our Hearts with Food and Gladneſs. And 
we ought to love him with all our Heart, and Matth. xxii, 
all our Soul, and all our Mind, that is, with 36. 
the utmoſt and ſincereſt and moſt rational 
Affection; becauſe he alone is infinitcly ex- P(al, cxlviii, 
cellent and good, abundant in Loving-kind- 13. Exod. 
neſs and Mercy to the Sons of Men. And as *. o. 


S 8 — SS mm _» 2. A. Sa. ot. Pho Bong erate 


d- it muſt be our Happineſs to love ſo infinitely 
in good and lovely a Being, our Father, our 
he Maher, and our ¶ edcemer; ſo if we love him as 
nd we ought, we muſt needs be defirons to per- 
= form cvery Inſtance of Duty towards him, to 
ay b:li:ve what he ſays to be true; to be fearful 
— to incu his juſt D.ſpleaiure by diſobeying any 
ain of his holy Laws: to worſhip and adore him; 
nat 0 2192 him Thaaks for all his Mercies beſtow'd 
cu: upon us, to put our whole Truſt in him, and to 
vill | -5joyce in the Senſe of his Mercy and Good- 
oſs th | - nels 
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neſs to us; to call ypon him, by offering up to 
him our ſincere Defires and Petitions for his 
Grace and Mercy, and every thing elſe we 
ſtand in need of; to honour his holy Name and 
his Word, and to ſerve him truly all the Days of 
our Lives, by a ſincere Obedience to his Laws, 
1 Joh. iv. 18, A true Love of God will produce theſe 

py Fruits," as well as baniſh all laviſh and ſu- 
perſtitious Fears or Dread of his Being. 

3- The other great Branch of our Duty, 
is the Love of our Neighbour, that is, of 
every one with whom we have any Dealing 
or Commerce, or have any Opportunity of 
__ Good to. As all Men are Partakers of 
the ſame human Nature, ſo the common Sen- 
timents of Humanity ſhould diſpoſe us to mu- 
tual Kindneſs and Good-will towards each 
other. Particularly all good Chriſtians ſhould 

8 pet. i. 22, love one another with a pure Heart fervently, as 
belonging all to the ſame Communion and 
Fellowſhip, Partakers of the ſame Hopes and 
— Tidings of Salvation, which by the 

oſpel are delivered to us, and under the 
ſame Obligations to Piety and Charity. And 
the Manner with which we ought to love our 
Neighbours, ought to be with great Sincerity, 
and tho' not in equal Degree, yet with equal 
Truth, and after the ſame Manner as ue /ove 
ourſelves; that is, we are ſo to love others, 
as always to follow that golden Rule in all 
all our Dealings or Intercourſe with Men, 

Matt. vii. 12. F doing to others as we would be done by; the 

| Meaning of which is, that we ſhould ſo deal 
with others upon all Occaſions, as we would 
reaſonably deſire they ſhould deal with us, it 
| we were in their Condition, and they in ours; 
| than which nothing can be more juſt, equi- 
table or reaſonable. For what any one 2 
| OT Judge 
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judge reaſonable in his own Caſe, he would 
be moſt partial and unjuſt not to think the 


ſame ſo in that of another; or rather he muſt 


be convinc'd it is reaſonable in another's Caſe, 
for the ſame reaſon that he judges it ſo in his 
own; and therefore he muſt be Self condem- 
ed if he refuſes to do for another what he 
thinks that other ought to do for him in the 
ſame Caſe. For the Reaſon muſt be per- 
fectly the ſame in equal Caſes. 

4. And this great Rule will abundantly di- 
rect us in all the Inſtances of our Duty to- 
wards him, It will teach us to love, honour 
and ſucc our our Father and Mother. To honour 
and obey the King, and all that are put in Aut ho- 
rity under him. To ſubmit ourſelves to all our 
Governors, Teachers, ſpiritual Paſtors and Maſe 
ters. To order ourſelves lowly aud reverently to 
all our Betters. To hurt no Body by Word or 
Deed. To be true and juſt in all our Dealings: 
To bear no Malice nor Hatred in our Hearts. To 
keep our Hands from picking and ſtealing, and 
our Tongues from Evil-ſpeaking, lying and ſlan- 
dering : Not to covet nor defire other Mens Goods, 


but to be ready to do Good with our own; 1 Pet. ii. 17, 


and in 2 word, to ſhew Kindneſs and Honour 
for all Men. Theſe, and the like Duties, I ſay, 
the great Rule of doing to others as we would they 
ſhould do unto 4, will effectually teach us, inal- 
much as we cannot but deſire, and that reaſon- 
ably too, chat theſe Duties ſhould be paid to us 


by thoſe from whom, according to our Rank 


or Station, they ſhall happen to be our Due, 
And we ſhall find it to be no leſs our Happi- 
neſs than our Duty ſo to love our Neighbour as 
ourſelves, and to do to others as we would 
be done by; to be thereby poſſeſs'd of a no- 
ble Kindneſs of Tanga and Peace of Mind 
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to engage the Love of others towards us b 
our own towards them, to be free from thoſe 


Diſcourſes on the Principles 


Torments and Uneaſineſſes which Hatred; 
Envy and Revenge produce, and, which is 
above all, to become meet for the Peace and 
H appineſs of Heaven. | 

7. And laſtly, the ſincere Love of God and 
of our Neighbour will alſo produce thoſe Vir- 
tues and Duties which more immediately re- 
late to ourſelves, ſuch as Temperance, Sober- 
neſs and Chaſtity, and honeſt Induſtry in that 
State of Life into which it has pleaſed God to call 
us, but with Freedom from the Cares of the 
World. Without theſe Virtucs we cannot 
love God and our Neighbour as we ought, 
nor perform our Duty towards them. For 
the former, I mcan Temperance, Soberneſs and 
Chaſtity, which conſiſt in the duc Moderation 
of our bodily Appetites in reſpe& of Meat 
and Drink, and other ſenſual Pleaſures, tend 
not only to prevent many Offences both 
againſt God and Men, but alſo to keep our 
Bodies and Minds in a due Frame and Diſpo- 


ſition to diſcern the reaſon of our Duty to- 
wards both, and to practiſe it accordingly; 


and our honeſt Induſtry, but void of immode- 
rate Care, will enable us to do the Works of 
Piety and Charity, ſo far as they will be ex- 
pected or required of us in our ſeveral Stati- 
ons and Callings, while at the ſame time 
we become by no means Saves to the Wealth 
ot Buſineſs of this World. In a word, Ex- 


perience tells us, that tis ro Mens being 


funk into brutal Pleaſures, or an idle Courſe of 
Life on one hand, or the Cares of the World 
on the other, that Irreligion is often owing. 
Wherefore we had — to have regard to 
theſe Duties that relate to ourſelves, as well 
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as thoſe that concern God or our Neighbour, 
that we never ſuffer our Hearts to be overcharg'd Luke xxi.34. 
with Surfeiting, or Drunkenneſs, or the Cares of | 
this Life, leſt our laſt Day come upon 1 una» 
wares; but that we be always temperate, chaſte, 
and ſcber, and Harn and labour truly, that is, 
honeſtly, to get our own Living, and to do our 
Duty in our ſeveral Stations, but having our 
Minds tree from the leaſt Slavery or Sub- 
j:&:on either to the Cares or the Pleaſures of 
the World. And it will be in many Caſes of 
good Ulc to ule Faſting alſo, that is, an Ab- 
ſtinence tor ſome Time from Meat and Drink, 
or the ulaal Portions of our Food, the better 
to quality both our Bodies and Minds for the 
Piety and Virtue of a Chriſtian Life. But 
every good and prudent Man may judge for 
himſelf in reſpe& of his own private Faſts, 
as to the Need he may have of them, or the 
Frequency or Manner of uſing them; only 
our Saviour's Rule ſhould never be forgot, 
that when we faſt, we do it not to appear unto Matth. vi. 18, 
Men, but unto our Father only which is in ſecret. | 
Which Rule may and ought to be extended 
even to our moſt publick Faſts, as ſometimes 
publick Occaſions require publick Humilia- 
tions and Repentance. For even in theſe, 
tho* what we do is ſeen of Men, yet it ſhould 
by no means be perform'd for Oſtentation's 
ſake, but as an Act of Religion to God. 

6. To conclude; from this, and all other 
religious Exerciſcs, all Superſtition ought to be 
entirely baniſh'd. Let us never place Religion 
in any outward Performances only, how holy 
or {tri& ſoever they may ſeem to us to be, | 
but eſpecially ſuch as have no Foundation in — 
the Word of God, which the ſtricter they 
are, involve us ſo much the more in a no leſs 

4114 = 


4 « * 


* E 


— 
n 


| 
: 
4 
| 
j 
' 


1 
of 
i 
i 
i 
| 
1 
a 
N 
i 
1 


PRs — — ves —_— 


2 


— — K 
3 > Is 


* 
— 5 a D 
7 — ——ñ — — way — — — — ww 
1 = —_ 


78 
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ſlaviſh than vain Superſtition. In a word, let 
us by no means value ourſelves upon any 
thing we do, if we negle& the weightier Mat- 
ters of the Law; knowing that true Religion 
conſiſts not only in ſuch outward Rites as it 
enjoins, which are but the Means or Inſtru- 
ments of ſomething better, but chiefly in the 
fincere Love of God and of our Neighbour, 
and the Practice of thoſe Duties we owe to 
both, procceding from a true Faith in our 
Redeemer. By our having this juſt Senſe of 
our holy Religion, and out Obedience to it 


accordingly, it will appear to the World, 


that it is altogether rational and good, while 
at the ſame time we are infallibly ſecuring to 
ourſelves the noble and excellent Rewards 
of our Piety towards God, our Juſtice and 
Charity towards Men, and the due Mode- 
ration of all our Paſſions and Deſires in re- 
ſpe& of ourſelves. 


Catechiſt. yp good Child, know this, 


that thou art not able to do thele Things 
ok thy ſelf, no2 to walk in the Command⸗ 


ments of God, and to ſerve him, with- 
put his ſpecial Gꝛate, which thou mult 
learn at all Times to call fo2 bp dili⸗ 
gent Payer. Let me hear theretoze if 
thou canſt lap the Loꝛds Pꝛaper. 


A. Our Father which art in Heaven; 
Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come. Thy Will be done in Earth, as 
it is in Heaven. Give us this Baz 
our daily Bead. And fozgive us our 
Treſpalles, as we ſoꝛgive them that 
trelpals againſt us. And lead ug not 
into Temptation; but deliver us from 
Evil, Amen. 1. Hitherto 


of the Chriſtian Religion. 79 
1. Hitherto we have diſcourſed of the Diſcourſe 
Laws and Commandments of God, which XX. 
we are obliged to obſerve; but it is in vain 
to be taught thoſe Laws, unleſs we are alſo 
enabled to obſerve. them. And it is too cer- 
tain, that we are not able of ourſelves to do 
it. By the Fall of our firſt Parents, we are 
become à corrupt, inſirm, and de 
Race. The Experience of the World too 
plainly ſhews this Weakneſs and Corruption 
of our Nature, And it bas moreover pleaſed 
God, who knows us better than we know 
ourſelves, to diſcover to us our own Inability, 
that we may apply ourſelves to him for his 
Grace or Aſſiſtance. But he that has aflur'd 
us, that without him we can do nothing, has ap- Joh: xv: 5; 
pointed Means for our obtaining the Aſſiſtance 
of his holy Spirit, to enable us to do his holy 
Will, ſuch as Prayer, and the holy Sacraments Luke xi. 13, 
of the Church. 
2. As for the firſt, namely Prayer, it is in 
itſelf a moſt juſt and reaſonable Duty, that 
we who are poor finite Creatures, who owe 
our Life and Being to the Goodneſs of our 
Creator, and depend wholly upon him, 
ſhould acknowledge fuch our Dependence, 
and make our devout and faithful Supplica- 
tions to him for what we need, and for what 
he alone can give us. And it is alſo ftiil 
more reaſonable to do it, as it tends to keep 
up a juſt Senſe of a divine Being on our 
Minds, which is the Principle of all true Re- 
ligion, and of all true Happineſs amongſt Men. 
| This therefore being a Duty even of natural 
Religion, it is no wonder we are directed to | 
it by Chriſtianity, which teaches us to pray al- TUN! R 
ways, and without ceafing, and in every thing to 1 Theff v. 15. 
make our Requeſts knows unto God: Not that Phil. iv. s. 
it 
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80 Diſconrſes on the P rinciples 
| it is hereby intended that we ſhould be al- 
ways upon our Knees, or always actually of- 
fering up our Petitions to God; neither our 
Nature, nor our Condition here, will admit 
of ſuch continual Devotion. But the Mean- 
ing is, that we no Day miſs our devout Ap- 
plications to the Throne of Grace, and, as 
much as is poſſible, have a conſtant Senſe of 
God's Providence on our Minds, and be al- 
ways in a ſuitable Diſpoſition to make our 
R to him, whenever it is proper ſo 
to do. And 'tis the peculiar Happineſs of 
us Chriſtians, that we are aſſured we have a 
Mediator and Advocate in Heaven, our Lord 
Joh. xiv. 14. Jeſus Chriſt, thro' whom the Prayers of his 
& xl. 33. People are always accepted with God. Where- 
fore in his Name, that is, truſting in his Mer- 
cy, and depending upon his Merits and In- 
| terceſſion, let us cheerfully approach the 
1 Tim. ii. S. Throne of Grace, lifting up holy Hands with- 
Math. vii. 7, out Wrath and Doubting, and praying for good 
& 7 = Things from our heavenly Father. It is our 
9, Ge. & Happineſs to be aſſur d that God will cer- 
XVI Il. 1. Cc. tainly hear ſuch the Prayers of his Servants; 
Jam. i. 5, 6. and moreover, chat our bleſſed Saviour was 
3 111. 22. pleas d to teach a divine Form of Prayer to 
his Church, wherein we are ſure to ask for 
nothing that is amiſs, and for every Thing 
in general that is neceſſary for us. This there - 
Matth. vi. 9. fore, as we are oblig'd, let us conſtantly uſe; but 
Luke xi. 2. that we may pray not only with our Lips, 
which would be fruitleſs, but with our Under- 
ſtandings alſo, let us endeavour as clearly and 
as diſtinctly as we can to underſtand the full 
Senſe and Import of this divine Prayer. 
3. And firſt, we herein call upon God, not 
as a ſevere or rigorous Being, nor only as the ſu- 


preme Governor of the World, inveſted with 
= — 2 27 — infinite 


1Cor. xiv. 1 5. 


. of the Chriſtian Religion. 
infinite Power, but as a good and merciful 
Being, as our Maker, and our Father in Jeſin 
Chriſt, who is in Heaven, the Seat of his Glo» 
ry, where he maniteſts\ his divine Prefence in 
a more peculiar manner than he does to us 
mortal Creatures here below, tho* his divine Iſa. Ixvi. 1. 
Power and Preſence is in all Places, and is Jer. xiii, 23, 
always ready to hear the Prayers of his Peo- *+ 
D N e bas BOO; 
F 4. When we have ſo called upon God as 
our heavenly Father, the firſt Petition js, that 
his Name may be hallowed, that is, ſanctiſied, 
or eſteemed excellent or holy, as it is holy in 
irſelf, throughout the World. In which there 
fore we pray to God that his Name, that is, 
his Being, his Nature, and his glorious Attri- 
butes, may be known throughout the World, 
that all may acknowledge his great Glory and 
Goodneſs, and be happy, as they muſt be 
happy, in the juſt Senſe and Influence of his 
excellent and glorious Name. | | 
5. The next Petition is, thy Kingdom come; 
where, by the Kingdom of God, is meant that 
Fatherly Power and Authority whereby he 
rules over his People here in his Church for 
their Good, and in Heaven to their endleſs 
Joy and. Felicity. And therefore we pray in 
this Petition that his Church, or the Number 
of his People, may be enlarg'd throughout 
the World, that he would rule by his holy 
Spirit in our Hearts, that in due time we 
| may be Partakers of that glorious Kingdom 
1 he hath promiſed to his People, when all N 
Things ſhall be finally conſummated here. 
6. In the mean time we pray that God's 
Will may be done in Earth as it is in Heaven; 
that is, that we and the whole Race of Men 
may here on Earth W manner do the Will 
ot 
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Diſcourſes on the Principles 
of God, or obey him, as his holy Angels do 
in Heaven, that is, with great Conſtancy, Free- 
doom, and Cheerfulneſi. After which we pray 
to God to give s this Day our daily Bread, that 
is, to give us for each preſent Day (for Day 
by Day we ire to offer up Prayers to God) 
all Things neceſſary to the Support and Com- 


fort of our mortal Lives here on Earth, ſuch 
as Food and Raiment convenient for us, and 


other Conveniences of Life. 1 
7. And as we are all Sinners, and even the 
of Men are daily guilty of ſome or other 
of the common Frailties and Infirmities of 
human Lite, we pray to God in the next place 
to forgive us 0ur Treſpaſſes, that is, all our Sins 
and Offences againſt him of any kind, as we 
forgive them that treſpaſs again? us, that is, as 
we alſo forgive other Men their Offences a- 
gainſt us. Which ſhould teach us, as we de- 
fire the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, by no means 
to harbour Revenge in our Hearts, but to be 
of a merciful and forgiving Diſpoſition, ready 
to forgive the Offences of others, as we de- 
fire Forgiveneſs at God's Hands, ho has ex- 
eſly aſſur d us that we are no otherwiſe to 
— it; as it is indeed in itſelf moſt juſt 
and reaſonable, that he who expects Forgive- 
neſs himſelf ſhould be ready to forgive others 
as we may eaſily diſcern from the Parable of 


Matth. xviii. the King, that took Account of his Servants, 


23, Cc. 


in St. Matthew's Goſpel. 


8. In the laſt place, we pray that God 
would not lead us into Temptation, that is, that 
it would pleaſe him not to ſuffer us to fall in- 
to any Aſflictiam that may be too great for us 
to bear, or into any ſuch Condition as will pre- 
vail on us to ſin againſt him; but that it 
would pleaſe him by his good — th 

wer 
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deliver us from all Evil both of Body and Sou), 
from all Sin and Danger, from the Aſſaulis of 
the Devil, and above all, from everlafling Death, 
or the Puniſhment of the Damned: 

9. With this Petition this divine Prayer 
concludes, as it is recorded by St. Lale. In Luke xi. 2. 
St. Matthew, when it was before deliver'd in 
onr Sayiour's Sermon on the Mount, that 
which is call'd the Doxology, or Form of giving 
Glory to God, is added, wiz. Foy thine is 
Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glovy, for ever. 

Amen. Which is the reaſon our Church in her 

Liturgy uſes the Lord's-Prayer ſometimes with 

and at other times without the Doxology ; in 

which is contain'd the reaſon, in teſpect of 

God, ot our religions Addreſſes to him, be- 

cauſe his Kingdom, Power and Glory, is over all 

bleſſed for ever. He is therefore able to do 

all things for us, and will do all things neceſ- 

ſary for his faithful People; and to him, 28 

infinitely great and excellent in himſelf, and : 
good to us, all Honour and Glory ought td be 
aſcrib'd for ever. And then we conclude all 
by ſaying, Amen, which ſignifies both, & be it, 
and alſo, So it is; the firſt gr Beep or Wifhes © 


or Deſires, and the other our Belief or Affirm- 
ance of what is gone before. Wherefore at 
the End of the Creed it ſignifies our firm Aſem 
to and Aſſurance of the Truth of the Articles 
of it; and here it expreſſes both our repeated 
Defire that God would grant our Petitions, 
and our Hope and Truſt that they are granted 
to us accordingly ; as we have indeed reaſon 
to hope and truſt in God's Mercy, if we come 
to him with pure Hearts and Minds, thro* 
Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. Amen. 
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Q What deſireſt thou of God in this P 
Pꝛaper? e : 
A. Þdelire mp Loꝛd Sod, our heaven- 7 
ly Father; who is the Giver of all Good- [ 
neſs, to ſend his Gzace unto me and to 8 
* ll People, that we map wo:thip him, ſt 
ſerve him, and obep him as we ought to 0 

Do, And 15. p2ap unto God that he will a 

ſend us all Things that be necdful both a 

Foz dur Souls and Bodies; and that he if 

will be merciful unto us, and foꝛgive us 0 

our Sins; and that it will pleaſe him to c 
re 

h 

tl 

a 

a 

h 

h 

F 

tl 

P 

ni 

F 


fave and defend us in all Dangers ghoſt- 
| , and that he will keep us 
from gl 


Sin and Wickedneſs, and from 
our Enemy, and from everlaſtin 

Death., And this J truſt he will do o 
ercy and Gooduels , 1210 dur 


is 
07 Jets Cheilt. And tyerekoze 


Amen, lo 


fap 
AL 1 þ 5 25 tas 0. 
his is a ſhort Paraphraſe or Explication 


1480 * 


Ditcourſe I. | 

XII. which the Catechiſm gives us of the Lord's- 
WY SN Prayer, and may be A by any one 

into a direct Prayer to God, as containing in (: 

the Senſe and Language of our Church the tl 

Sum and Subſtance of that divine Prayer d 

which our Lord himſelf has taught us. But te 

having already gone over the ſcveral Parts of h 

the Lord's-Prayer, I chuſe now to mention t 

ſome Obſervations, which I conceive proper tl 

to be made, before I leave this Subject. And h 

firſt, jet it be obſerv'd, that tho' we are ex- h 

preſly commanded to uſe this Prayer (and one e\ 

would think, that to conſider from whom it hi 

came, might ſuffice to induce every Chriſtian ol 

to uſe it) yet it is alſo certainly allowable fot ſe 


us to expreſs our Deſires to God in other 
| 8 Prayers, 


M the Chriſtian Religion; 


Prayers, or in other Words; as we know the 
Apoſtles did, and that their Prayers were ac- Acts iv. 24. 
cepted with God. And this Prayer of our &. 

' | Lord's may be conſider d, not only as a Form Compare 

| to be uſed by us, but alſo as a Pattern or In- Matth. vi. 9. 

ſtruction to us what we are to pray for, in & Luke xi. 2. 

other Words or Conceptions of our own, But 

as to the Form of Words, or whether with 

| any Form. at all, in which any Man, in re- 

ſpect of his own. private Devotions, may 

| offer his Prayers to God, it mult be left to 

| 


every one's own Piety and Judgment to de- 
termine theſe Things as well as he can for 
himſelf. For, -provided he prays for ſuch 
| things as he ought, and. with a devout, pure 
and humble Mind, and in other Reſpects in 
a proper Manner, he may uſe what Words 
he pleaſes, or no Words at all, according as 
his own: Temper or. Judgment directs him. 
For God, who knoweth the Heart, regards 
the Deſires, and not the Words of thoſe that 
pray unto him. And the molt ignorant Man 
need in this Matter, be under no Difficulty. 
For if he knows his own Wants or. Deſires 
(and cvery one may be eaſily taught to know 
that he wants God's Grace to enable him to 
do his Will, and his -own Condition will 
reach him what he wants of worldly Things) 
| he may moſt acceptably offer up his Deſires 
| to God, tho? he knows not how to expreſs 
thole Deſires, and beg of him to grant unto 
him what he wants; and God will certainly 
he ar the Deſires that are offered up to him of 
| every honeſt and humble Mind. Not that it is 
hereby in the leaſt intended to hinder the Uſe 
| of the Lord's-Prayer; for this, as we have 
ſeen, we are expreſly commanded to uſe; 
| and as it is but ſhort, ſo it may be 2 
F dere e en | pe. 
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vate Devotions. To moſt People Pin 


Diſconvſes on the Principles 
learnt by the moſt illiterate, and ſhonld on 
no Day be omitted by any. Nor is it in the 
leaſt my Deſign to give any one a Diſeſteem 
of praying by a Form, whether of his own 
or other's compoſing, even in his moſt pri- 


aps 
it is of greateſt Advantage for them ſo to to. 
But this I beg leave to obſerve, that in m 

pon we can no where better provide 
ourſelves with a Form, than from the publick 
and excellent Liturgy of our Church. For 


hereby we are ſure to pray in the anthoriz'd 


Language of our Church; and ſuch Parts of 
the Liturgy may be choſen as may ſuit and 
comprehend, without Tediouſneſs, the Deſires 
and Conditions of every particular Perſon. 
And by this means alfo private Perſons will 


obably have a better Eſteem for the pub- 


ick Service of the Church, as it is in itſelf 
truly excellent and We need not con- 


tend that it is altogether perfect, for what 


human Compoſition can be ſo? but all good 


Men have reaſon to bleſs God for the Op- 
WY 


portunities of ſuch a Service, not clo 

with ſuperſtitious and idolatrous Rites and 
Ceremonies, as the Romiſh Service is on one 
hand, nor liable to the Inconveniences of the 


extemporary Effuſions of re gy; or igno- 
ram Men on the other. An 


tis exceedin 

ſtrange that any Chriſtian ſhould be again 

Forms of Prayer, when our Lord himſelf 
thought fit to leave a Form of Prayer to his 
Diſciples, and commanded them to uſe it. 
The Liturgy therefore of our Church be- 
ing excellent and good, it is an additio- 
nal Argument to us why we ſhould on 
1 Times conſtantly frequent the pub- 


lick Worſhip and Service of God in the 


Church 
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Church of Exgland. And that Chriftgans 
ought at ſolemn Times to afſcmble them- 
ſelves together for the publick Worſhip of 
God, and the promoting of his Religion 
among Men, is evident, not only from the 
Reaſon of the Thing, and the Praftice of the 
Jews, and perhaps of all Religions whatſo- 
ever, and particularly of the Chriſtian Church 


in all Ages; but alſo from hence, that our 


Saviour promiſed that There two or three are 


17 


gathered in his Name, there he is in the midſt of Matth. xvii, 
them, and commanded by his Apoſtle that 20. 


Prayer, &c. be made for all Men, And the 1 Tim. jj. x, 


Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews not on- 
y ſuppoſes the Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, but 
expreſſy enjoins them not to forſake the aſſem- Heb 


the New Teſtament. In a word, the pub- 
lick Worſhip of God, and preaching of his 
Word at proper Times, is of the utmoſt Im- 

ortance to us, and abſolutely neceſſary to 
cep up a due Senſe of Religion in the World, 
And every good Man ſhould make conſcience 
of ſerving God with his Brethren in the 
Church every Lord's-Day, unleſs reaſonably 
hindred ſo to do, not only for the fake of do- 
ing his own Duty in this Matter, and of the 
exceeding Advantages he ſhall reap himſelf 
from it, but alſo to ſhew a good Example to 
others, and to give com. 17 itſelf all the 
Credit and Countenance he can. And we 
ought to eſteem the Opportunities of God's 
publitk. Worſhip in ſuch 2 Church, and with 


ſuch a Liturgy as we are bleſſed with, as 2 
moſt ineſtimable Happineſs and Bleſhng of 
our Lives. * 


Q. How 


T2 25. 
bling of themſelves together, as the manner of Acts 
ſome was. And elſewhere we have Intima- zT XX. 7» 
tions of religious Aſſemblies of Chriſtians in 


ii. 42. 


Cor. xvi. 2, 
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Q Dom many Sacraments hath Chꝛiſt 
oꝛdained in his Church? 
A. Two onlp, as generally neceſſarp 
to Salvation, that is to ſap, Baptiſm, 
ans the Hupyer of the Xapd. 1.4% 
Q. What meanelt thou by this. wozd 
Sacrament ? | 

A. J mean an outward. and viſble 


Sign of an inward and ſpiritual Gꝛate, 


iven unto us, oꝛdained by Chziſt hims 
t, as a means whereby we receive the 
ſame, and a Pledge to aſſure us thereof. 


I, Together with our Prayers to God, we 
are alſo obliged to the Obſeryance of thoſe 


V Sacraments or religions Rites and Inſtitutions , 


which Chriſt has ordained to be us d in hi 


Church, to keep up a holy Communion and 


Fellowſhip with him, and to obtain the Aſ- 


ſiſtance of his Holy Spirit to enable us to do 
his Will. And 'tis altogether proper there 
ſhould be ſome ſuch religious Rites or Cere- 
monies, to keep up a — Senſe of Religion 
among Men. For as we are made up of Bo- 
dies as well as Souls, and what acts our 
Minds here is chiefly by means of our out- 
ward Senſes; it is therefore ſuitable to our 
Nature that there ſhould be ſome out ward 
Ceremonies of Religion, having ſome inward 
Meaning ; that ſo our Minds may be rais'd to 
divine Things, or improv'd in Virtue, by 
means of ſuch Solemnities as firſt affect our 


outward Senſes, and thence convey proper 


Sentiments to the Mind. And it has often 


pleaſed God, who in his own Nature is al- 


together ſpiritual, to manifeſt himſelf. to his 


.:: 2. People by ſenſible Repreſentations, as to Mo- 
Exod. i. 2. % in a Flame of Fire in a Buſb, and to the 
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Children of Iſrael in a Pillar of a Cloud 
Day, and a Pillar of Fire by Night. And 


by Exod. xIli. r. 


even under the Patriarchal Diſpenſation he Gen. es. 
appointed the Rainbow to be @ Sign of his & xvii. 11, 


Promiſe that the Earth ſhould no more be 
deſtroy'd by Water; and Circamciffon to be 
a Token of the Covenant between him and 
Abraham. Afterwards he appointed the Paſ- 
ſever to the Children of Iſrael by Moſes, for 
a Memorial of theit Deliverance from theit 
Bondage in Egypt, and gave them alſo other 
religious Inſtitutions, ſuited to the Nature 
and Condition of that People, and to his De- 
ſign of introducing in due Time another, 
that is, the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, by which 


not one Nation only, but all the Families of Gen, xii. 3. 


the Earth were to be bleſſed. Utider this Dit- 
penſation, tho* the Jewiſh Rites and Ceremo- 
nies were, and muſt in their Nature have been 
aboliſhed, yet our blefſed Saviout wonld not 
ſcave his Church without the Advantage of 
ſome ſenfible Signs and Repreſentations on one 
hand, as he intended not to render his Re- 
ligion by any means carnal or flaviſh by too 
great a Number or multitnde of them on the 
other. He has therefore appointed two Sacra- 
ments only, namely, Baptiſm, and the Supper 
of the Lord, as generally neceſſary to Salvation, 
that is, as eſſential Parts of his Religion, to 
be obſerv'd by, all his Diſciples, who have 
proper Opportunities, or are qualify'd to be 
Partakers of them, in order to their obtain- 
ing the Bleſſings of the Goſpel; as ſuch there- 
fore, and in this Senſe, they are generally ne- 
eſſary to our Salvation. That he hath inſti- 


tured theſe tuo, is evident from the Hiſtory Marr. xxvili. 
of the New Teſtament. And that they are 19. & «xvi. 
alſo generally neceſſary to Salvation; appears from 25 10 elſe- 


hence, 
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Ads ii. . hence, that Baptiſm is the Rite which our 
Mark xvi. 16. Saviour has appointed for the admitting 
Diſciples into his Church, wherein only we 

have Aſſurance of Salvation, and for which 

our Admiſſion thereunto is at leaſt generally 

an eſſential Means; and our Saviour has 

moreover expreſly declared, that except a 

John iii. 5. Man be born ef Water, and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. And 

Baptiſm is the only Method of divine Ap- 

pointment that we know of, whereby we 

may be born of both. And for the Lord's- 

Supper, as our bleſſed Saviour has given an 

x Cor. xi. 24. expreſs Command for the Obſervance of it, 
Luke xxii.19 ſo it cannot be ſuppoſed that his Diſciples 
ſhould be art liberty to deſpiſe, or wholly to neg- 

left it, without hazarding the Benefits of his 

Religion, of which it is a plain Law or In- 


ſtitution. Beſides, as he himſelf told the Jews, 


i except ye eat the Fleſh of the Son of Man, and 
_ 4 L 46, 4500 bi Blood, ye have no Life in you (for he 
* is that Bread of Life, the living Bread which 
came down from Heaven, and the Bread that 
he gave is his Fleſh, which he gave for the Life 
ef the World) fo we ſhall in vain think by any 
other Means to eat his Fleſh and drink his Blood 
if we wilfuly diſobey this Law, or reject this 
Inſtitution of his, in which he has expreſly 
given us his Body and Blood to be myſtically 
eaten and drank by us. Take, eat, ſays he, 
Matth, xxvi. this is my Body; and again, s is my Blood 0 
26, 28, the New Teſtament, which is ſhed for many for 
the Remiſſion of Sins. And it is allo evident 
that theſe tuo are the only Sacraments of the 
Church, in the Senſe and Meaning of the 
Word, as it is here taken, namely, as it ſig- 
nifies an outward and viſible Sign of an inward 
and ſpiritual Grace, given unto us, ordained 7 
Chri 
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Chriſt himſelf, as a Means whereby we receive the 
ſame, and a Pledge to aſſure u theresf; that is, 
as a holy Rite or Ceremony ordained by our 
Lord, to ſignify and convey to us ſome ſpiri- 
tual Grace or Blefling, and as a Pledge to aſ- 
ſure us of it: I ſay, theſe two only are the Sa- 
craments of the Church in this Senſe, becauſe 
we meet with no other of the ſame Kind in 
the New-Teſtament, nor can any other be 
aſhgn'd with the ſame Properties. 


Q. How manp Parts are there in a 
Sacrament? N 

A. Two, the outward vidble Sign, and 
the inward ſpiritual Gzace. 

4, 0 is the outward vifible Sign 
o2 Fo2m in Baptiſm? 
A4. Water, wherein the Perſon is bap- 
tiz'd, in the Name of the Father, and of 


the Son, and of the Holp Gholt. 
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Q. What is the inward and ſpiritual. 


G2ace ? 

A. A Death unto Sin, and a new 
Birth unto Highteouſnels ; fo: being by 
Nature boꝛn in Sin, and the Childzen of 
Wrath, we are hereby made the Child2en 


ok Goace, 


r. According to the Deſcriptian of the 
Word Sacra above mention'd, it mult 
conſiſt of tarts, an outward viſible Sign, 
that is, ſomewhat that appears outwardly to 
our Senſes, or is ſeen by our Eyes, and that 
as fignifying or repreſenting the other Part, viz. 
the inward ſpiritual Grace, that is, the Bleſſing 
which is ſignify'd or repreſented by the out- 
ward viſible Sign, and is apprehended only 
by our Faith or Underſtanding. Ir is indeed 
0 3 = only 
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only by virtue of our Saviour's Command and 


Inſtitution that the outward Sign becomes an 


effectual Means to convey to us the Bleſſing 


ſigniſied and intended by it. For Water, 


which is the owTward wifible Sign in Baptiſm, 
has no Power of itſelf ro give us a Death unto 
Sin, and a uew Birth unto Righteouſneſs, which 
is the inuard ſpiritual Grace, Nor has Bread 
and Wine any Efficacy of themſelves to con- 
vey to us the Body and Blood of Chriit, ſigni- 
fied by them in the Lord*s-Supper. But by 
virtue of our Lord's divine Appointment, and 
the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, they be- 
come effectual Means of that Grace, which is 
intended by thofe holy Sacraments, to thoſe I 
mcan who are duly Partakers of them. For 
his Words they are Spirit, and they are Life. 

2. But in order to have a fuller Underſtand- 
ing, as tis requifite we ſhould, of theſe two 
Sacraments, it will be neceſſary to treat mqre 
at large concerning each of them. Firſt there- 
fore, the Sacrament of Baptiſm was appointed 


by our bleſſed Saviour, as the holy Rite or 


Matt, xxvili, 
I9, 


ceremony, whereby thoſe that ſhould believe 
in him, or become his Diſciples, ſhould be 
enter'd into his Church, or the Society of his 
People. For after his Reſurrection he gave 
expreſs Commandment to his Apoſtles to go 


and teach (or rather, as the original Word im- 


orts) make Diſciples a Nations, baptix ing 
— in the Name of the Father f FR Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. In purſuance of which 
Command or Inſtitution, thoſe who become 
Converts or Votaries of the Chriſtian Religion, 
take pon themſelyes in a ſolemn manner by 
this holy Rite the Profeſſion of it, and enter 
into the Church of Chriſt, In which Rite the 


outward vifible Sign is Water, wherein the Perſon 


4 
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is baptiz'd in the Name of the Father, &c. Far 
without Water it cannot be Baptiſm, which 
implies the Uſe of it; and its being admini- 
ſtred in the Name of the Father, &c. not only 
ſhews that it is done by the Authority of the 
three Perſons in the holy Trinity, but alſo 
implies an Obligation on the Perſon baptiz/d 
to obey them. From whence theſe two things 
may be moreover obſerv'd. The one is, that 
provided Water is uſed, it is no ways mate- 
rial in reſpe& of the Efficacy of the Sacra- 
ment, whether it be done. either by dipping 
the Perſon baptized, or only ſprinkling or put- 
ting Water upon him. For what our Saviour 
told St. Peter upon another Occaſion is doubt- 
lefs applicable here, viz. He that is waſhed, need- 
eth not, ſave to waſh his Feet, but is clean every Joh xiii. 10. 
whit. And as it is not likely that Baptiſm was 

always adminiſter'd in the Apoſtles Time by 

dipping, when there were ſuch Multitudes at 

the lame time to be baptized; ſo there ſeems 4g, ii. 4. 
to be an expreſs Alluſion to the ſprinkling of & iv. 4. 
Water in Baptiſm in Heb. xii, 23. and 1 Pet. i. 

2, See alſo Iſai. lii. 15. and Exzek. xxxvi. 15. 

But whatever was the Ulage of any particular 

Church, or of the univerſal Church in any 

particular Age only, it onght not to deter- 

mine us againſt the- preſept Uſage of the © 
Church we live in, in Things left undeter- 

min'd by the holy Scriptures, and in their 

Nature not Eflential to the Government or 
Diſcipline of the Church. 1 The other thing 


7 


— 


+ Thu by the way may be a ſufficient Direſtion to Men 
in the common Stations of Life how to guide themſelves in 
modern Controverſies (if they ſhould meet with any ſuch) 
concerning mixing Water with Wine in the Sacrament 
of the Lord a- Supper, or the like, 
| | to 
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Heb. xii. 24. 
xr Pet. i. 2. 


Acts ii. 38. 


PAl. li. 5. 
Rom. v. 12. 


Eph. ii. 3. 
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to be obſerved is, that the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, being here join'd to- 
gether in this ſolemn Inſticution of our Reli- 
gion, whereby we are initiated into it, and 
as it were conſecrated to the Service of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, it follows 
that theſe three, who are here repreſented to 
us as ſo many diſtintt Perſons, are yet truly and 
effentially the one living and true God, whom 
we Chriſtians are to ſerve and worſhip. For 
it were moſt abſurd to ſuppoſe that Creatures 
ſhould be join'd with the infinite Creator in 
this religious A&, by which we are conſecra- 
ted to his Service. And therefore thoſe who 
duly conſider but this Form of our Lord's 
own Inſtitution, by which they were baptix d, 
one would think can be in no danger to fall 
either into the Arrian or Socinian Hereſy. 

3. Now as this therefore is the Sacrament 
by which we are admitted into the Church of 
Chriſt, we are thereby born anew, and tran- 
ſlated from a State of Sin and Death into that 
of Life and Righteouſneſs. For the Water in 
Baptiſm ſignifies to us the Blood of Jeſis Chriſt, 
by which we are waſh'd from our Sins, and 
receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, to enable 
us to do his Will. Hence therefore the ſpiri- 
tual Grace in this. Sacrament is here ſaid to be 
a Death unto Sin, that is, a ceaſing to live 
therein for the future; and a new Birth unto 
Righteouſneſs, or our being brought to ſuch a 
State, wherein we are enabled to lead a godly 


and vertuous Life. For being by Nature born in 
Sin, by reaſon of the Tranſgreſſion of our firſt 


Parents, and Children of Wrath, that is, liable 
to God's Diſpleaſure, and the juſt Conſequen- 
ces of our ſinful and fallen State, we are by 
Baptiſm made the Children of Grace, that * we 
wa nary 
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have a Title to God's Mercy or Favour as 
his Children, and if we continue in this State 
by our ſincere Obedience, we ſhall be bleſs'd 
as his Children, and rewarded by him for 
ever. Upon this Account Baptiſm is called 
the Waſhing of Regeneration, that is, that Waſb- Tit. iii. 5. 
ing whereby we are born anew, from a State 
of Sin unto that of Righteouſneſs. Thus our 
Saviour himſelf ſpeaks of our being born again 
of Water aud of the Holy Ghoſt; and in the 
Epiſtle to the Romans we are ſaid to be buryd, _ 
with Ckrift by Baptiſm unto Death, that like 6 OE# 
Chriſt was raiſed from the Dead by the Glory of 
the Father, even ſo ſhould we alſo walk in New- 
neſs of Life. 

4. As to our being born in Sin, it too plain- 
ly appeats that we are a corrupt and fallen 
Race. The Experience of the World ſhews 
it; we ſee it in the Wickedneſs and Corrup- 
tion of Mankind, notwithſtanding the Re- 
ſtraints of Religion and Government, and 
eſpecially where there is no Religion or Go- 
vernment at all, It will therefore be in vain 
to diſpate the thing, when it appears in Fact 
that we are a ſinful People. And as it is ut- 
terly incredible that we came ſo at firſt from 
the Hands of God, this is a great Confirma- 
tion of the Moſaical Hiſtory of the Fall of Man, 
tor no other Hiſtory pretends to give any Ac- 
count of it. But the Truth of Moſes s Hiſtory 
being ſuppoſed, our original Sin and Corrup- 
tion is but the natural Conſequence of the 
Fall of our firſt Parents, from whom we de- 
rive our Being. For a clean thing cannot na- ſoh viv. 4. 
turally come from an unclean; and therefore & alſo xv. 
it muſt be the ſupernatural Grace of God that 14, 15, 16. 
cleanſes us from the Guilt and Pollution of 
our Nature, and brings us, who are by Nature 

Sinners, 


John iii. 5. 
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Sinners, into ſuch a State, wherein we may 
not only hope for, but, unleſs it be our own 
Fault, certainly obtain his Mercy. Which 
how ought we to eſteem, as a molt ineſtima- 
ble Benefit, and to bleſs God, that notwith- 
ſtanding either our original or attia/ Guilt, he 
has provided Means for our obtaining the 
Pardon of it, and a happy Immortality in 2 
better State. And it is altogether reaſonable 
and proper that this ſo invaluable a Benefit, I 
mean our being put into ſuch 2 State, ſhould 
be conferr'd upon us by ſome ſolemn Rite, thac 
our Minds may reccive the greater Impreſſion 


of the Advantages we obtain thereby, and be 


the more influenc'd to lead our Lives accord- 
ing to that holy Profeſſion which we then take 
upon us. Let therefore no Artifice not Opi- 
nions of any ever prevail with us to neglect, 


or even to have the leaſt Diſeſteem of this 


holy Sacrament of Baptiſm. One would think 
indeed that our Lord's expreſs Inſticution of 
it were enough to ſecure it from the Contempt 
of any that profeſs themſelves his Diſciples. 


Q., What is required of Perſons to be 
bapt13ed ? | 

A. Riepentance , whereby they fo2ſake 
Sin; and Faith, whereby they ltedkaſtly 
believe the P2omiſes of God made to 
them in that Sacrament. 


Q. Why then are Inkants baptized, 


when by reaſon of their tender Age they 
cannot perfozm them? 

A. Becaule they pꝛomiſe them both by 
their Sureries, which Pꝛomiſe, when they 
come to Age, themlelves are bound to 
perfoꝛm. 

1. As 
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1, As the holy Rite of . is the initi: Diſcourſe 
atory Sacrament of the Chriſtian Religion, IX. 
whereby we are enter'd in Chriſt's Church, 
and are entitled to the ineſtimable Priyileges 
of it, ſo it is requiſite we ſhould be duly qua- 
liſied for ſo great a Benefit, Which Qualifi- 
cation is comprehended in theſe two Things, 
Repentance and Faith. The firſt is, ſuch a 
Change of the Mind as produces in us the 
forſaking of our paſt Sins, and the leading 
a new or a virtuous Life, And the other 
is, the ſincere believing the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and, as a Part of it, the 
Promiſes of God made to all faithful Converts 
in this holy Sacrament. Which Promiſes are Acts ii, 38. 
the beſtowing on us the Pardon of our Sins, 
and the Gift of the Holy Gho#?, That theſe 
two Things, viz, Repentance and Faith, are 
requiſite to thoſe that are capable of them, 
appears from the Nature of this Sacrament, 
by which thoſe that belieye are enter'd into 
the Society of Chriſtian People, and by con- 
ſequence into Covenant with God, as the 
Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, his Son. Upon which 
Account it is requiſite that they both repent 
of their Sins (for the Chriſtian Covenant or 
Inſticution calls us to Holineſs and Virtue) 
and believe that Faith and Religion into 
which they arc baptized, and hope for thoſe 
Bleſſings which are promiſed to them thereby, 
And accordingly both Repentance and Faith Ads ii. zt. 
are mentioned as requiſite Qualifications in & viii. 36,38. 
in the New Teſtament for this holy Sacra- 
ment. | 
2. But becauſe this may be thought by 
ſome to be an Argument againſt the bapiizing 
of Infants, when by reaſon of their tender Age 
they cannot perform theſe Conditions, that is, 
YN O | when 
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or believe; let it be obfervd, that thoſe 
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eicher to repeny 


Scriptures quoted above, which require Re · 
ance and Faith, ate directed to adult 
ons only, that is, ſuch as were of riper 
Years, and were * r actually capa- 
ble of both; and ther it from any Rez- 
ſon it appears that Infants may and ought to 


be baptix d, it follows that aflual Repen- | 


tance and Faith are neceſſary m Perſons 


of riper Years; and all that Baptiſm implies to 


Infants is, that they be obliged to repent and 
believe as ſoon as they are capable of it, and 
that the Church has fome ground for a cha- 
ritable Hope that they will do ſo. And the 
has ound for that Hope, when the 
Children of believing Parents are brought to 
be baptized, or even any others, who have 
Godfathers and Godmothers that bring them to 


| Baptiſm, and not only promiſe Repentance and 


Faith in their Name, which Promiſe, when they 
come to Age, they themſelves are bound to per- 
form, but alſo are as Swreries to the Church for 
their being brought up in the Faith and Re- 


ligion of ChrifF, unto whom they have been 


baptiz'd, Nothing therefore on this Head is 
further neceſſary to be ſhewn, than that the 
Baptiſm of Infants, or of young Children, is by 
all means to be retain d in the Church, as mſi 
agreeable with the Inſtitution of Chri#F. 

3. To this Purpoſe let it be obſerv'd, that 
as Children were circumciſed under the Law, 


Gen. xvii, 11. ſo they were thereby entered into Covenant 
| | with God. And Children appear alſo capa- 
ble of being entered into ſuch Covenant, by 
Deut. xxix, 4 ſolemn Act or Stipulation of their Parent. 
And in the Jeuiſb Church we have Inſtances 
of Perſons conſecrated to God by their Pa- 
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the Covenant, that is, thoſe that were Con- 
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rent from the Womb, as in the Caſe of Sam- 


ſon. and Samuel. And! it is alſo particular! 


obſervable, that the Jews in our 's 
Time, and before, were wont to:baptize their 
Proſelytes and their Children. From whence 
it follows, that when our bleſſed Saviour in- 
ſtituted 1 2 2 of like nature 
(as jm is) either to the Circumcifion ot 
A the Jews, it is plainly. to be under 


ſtood and interpreted agreeable to thoſe Rites. 


of the Jews, and to their Sentiments and Pra- 
ctice thereupon, unleſs expreſs mention be 
made to the contrary, which is not only no 
where done, but there are plain Intimations 
in the New Teſtament" for the Admiſſion of 
Children, as well as Perſons of: riper Years; into 
the Chriftian Church. As firſt, at the Inſtitution 
of this holy Sacrament, the Word ee, 
&c. make Diſciples. al Nations, baptizing them, 
very clearly implies, when we conſider the 
Sentiments and Practice of the Jews above- 
mentioned, that when Parents. in any, Nation 
were made Proſelytes or Converts to the 
Chriſtian Faith, they and their Children 
(which are certainly a Part of every Nation, 
and in ſome Caſes are as it were conſidered 
as Part of their Parents, and as ſuch partake 
of their Qualifications: and Condition) were 


to be admitted by Baptiſm into the Chriſtian 


Church, in like manner as the: Proſelytes of 


verts- to the whole Jews Law, and their 
Children, were circumciſed by the Jews. And: 
it would be moſt unreaſonable to ſuppoſe 
that the Children of Chriſtian Parents, had 


not equal Privilege as thoſe of Jewiſh Parents 


had, when it is equally ſuitable and proper? 


that the former ſhould be admitted into the 
Q 3 Chriſtiay 
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Chriſtian Church, as the latter were into 


the Jewjſh, and thereby ſea'd and conſecra- 
ted to be the Servants and Diſciples of Chriſt, 


to be taught as ſoon, and by ſuch Degrees, 


as they become capable of being taught in 
that Faith, and in thoſe Laws which he 


commanded. In Confirmation of which, it 


is further obſervable, that our bleſſed Savi- 
our expreſly commanded that little Children 


Matth. x. 14. ſhould be ſuffered to come to him; and St. Paul 


1 Cor 


bonded? is the inward Part 02 


i. i aſſures us that the Children, even where but 


one of the Parents was a Believer, were holy, 
which very probably implies a Title to be {c- 
parated from the reſt of the World, by their 
Ad miſſion by Baptiſm into the Chriſtian 
Church. And if to theſe Arguments we add 
the Senſe and Practice of the Church, there 
cannot be the leaſt juſt room to doubt bur 
that Infants may, and ought to be baptized, 
and therefore, as I undertook to ſhew, that 
the Baptiſm of young Children 1s by all 
means to be retain'd in the Church, as moſt 
agreeable with the Inſtitution of Chriſt. 


194%» | 
Q Why was the Sacrament of the 
Lo:d's Supper ozdained? 

A. Foz the continual Nemembzante 
of the Sacrifice of the Death of Choilt, 
— — the Benefits which we receive 

ereby | | | 

Q. What is the outward Part oz Sign 
of the Lo2d's Supper. , 
A. Bzead and Wine, which the To2d 
hath commanded to be received. 

Thing 


A, The 
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| A. The Body and Blood of Chzilt, 
| which are verily and indeed taken and 
—_ by the Faithful in the * 8 
| upper. 

art are the Benelits whereof we 
| are Partakers thereby? 

| A. The ſtrengthening and refreſhing of 
; our Souls by the Body and Blood of 
| Chziſt, as our Bodies are bp the Bzead 
| and Wine. 
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1. The other Sacrament which Chriſt or- Diſcourſe 
dain'd in his Church, is the Lord's. Supper, XV. 
which is ſo called becauſe it was inſtituted CY WW 
| by our Saviour at his laſt Supper, as he was Matth. xxvi. 
Z eating the Paſſover with his Diſciples the 26, Cc. 
| Night before he was crucified. And one 
great End and Deſign of its Inſtitution was, 
| to keep up a continual Memorial of our Lord's 
| Death to the End of the World. For at 

the Inſtitution of this Sacrament he himſelf 

_ commanded his Apoſtles to do this, that is, Luke x3. 

ro obſerve this In füution in remembrance of 19. 

him. And St. Paul tells us, that as often as x Cor. xi. 244 

we eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, ue do ſhew 25. 

the Lord's Death till he comes; which implies 

the Continuance of this holy Rite till our 
Lord's ſecond coming, that is, to the End of 
| the World. And there is the greateſt reaſon 
wie ſhould by ſome ſolemn Rite remember the 
Death and Sufferings of the Son of God for 
us, whereby alone we obtain the Pardon of 
our Sins, the Aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit, 
and our Right and Title to a happy Immor- 
tality in another Life: I ſay, there is the great- 
eſt reaſoh we ſhould do this, that our Lord's 
Diſciples might in no Age forget, as human 
Nature would be too apt tp forget, _ 

| tneix 
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their dear and Maſter hath ſaffered for 
yer Hp nb. op — 25 his 


ſulfering, and that their Minds and their Pra- 
Rice may be duly influenced by a juſt Senſe 


1 Pet. iii. 18. of both: For he died not for himſelf, but for 


Heb. ix. 26. 


1 Joh. ii. 1, 2. 


John iii. 16. 


* 


Acts ii. 23. 


to wicked Hands to be crucified: and ſlain) 


ther holy, and all-ſufficient for the Sins of 
en, that is, he offered up himſelf to God 
according to his Will upon the Croſs, that 
by his Death for our ſakes, and as it were in 
our ſtead, he might make Atonement to God 
for our — * ſo thoſe that —_ in _ 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 

this being a Method of God's own appointing 
for our Redemption (for our Lord was de- 
livered up by the determinate Counſel of God in- 


we may be ſure it was a Method that is wiſe, 


juſt and holy, and while we diſcern his Ju- 


ice in the Puniſhment of the Sins of Men, 


Scriptures, except that our Lord's command- 


to be often obſerv'd in the Church, for a con- 


he ſhews his exceeding Mercy rowards them 
in their Pardon and Redemption. How 
thankful ought we therefore to be for this Sa- 
crifice of the Death of Chris? How ready to 
celebrate on all proper Occaſions the Me- 
morial of it, and of the Benefits which ue re- 
cetve thereby in this holy Sacrament which he 
himſelf inſtituted for that End? | 

2. Indeed how often we fhall do this, is 
not particularly mention'd to us in the hol 


ing this to be. done in remembrance of him, and 
St. Pauls mentioning, that as often as we eat 
this Bread, c. implies that this Inſtitution is 


tinual Memorial of our Lord's Death to the 

End of the World. And the Nature of this 

holy Sacrament, and the Senſe 2 
t 


Ob a. 


our Sins, and his Death was a Sacrifice alto- 
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the Church, ſhew that it ought to be often 
received. For ſure it is , that we who 
are redeemed by out Lord's Paſſion, ſhould 
often celebrate the Memorial of it in this Sa- 
crament of his own divine Inſtitution for that 
End; and we have all need often to receive 
the Benefits which it was intended to con- 
vey to us. For as we are frail and finful 
Creatures, we have n need to have the 
Aſſurance of the Pardon of our Sins in this 
holy Sacrament, to renew our Reſolutions of 2 
Obedience, and to receive Supplies of Grace 
to enable us to perform it. As we are ſub» 
ject to many Troubles or Afflictions of one 
Kind or other here, we have need often to 
comfort and refreſh our Souls in this holy 
Banquet with the Bread and Water of Lite, 
and to raiſe up our drooping Spirits with che 
Hopes, that whatever our Lot is here, God 
has provided another Country for us, where 
we ſhall be happy for ever. In a ward, we 
have need to keep up the Life and Spirit of 
Religion vigorous upon pur Minds, by the 
frequent Participation of this great and excel- 
lent Myſtery of it. And accordingly the 
primitive Chriſtians frequently receiv'd it, ſo 
frequently, that they ſeem conſtamly to have. 
made it a Part of their Sunday Seffice; and 
our Church in particular recommends and ad- , , 1305 
viſes frequent munion; and as three times Canon. 
in the Year is the leaſt ſhe enjoins, every good 
Chriſtian and true Member of this Church 
ſhould make a Conſcience of receiving the 
holy Sacrament ſo often gt the leaſt every Year ; 
if all could be perſuaded to receive the 
holy Sacrament but ſo eſten with ſincere and 
honeſt Minds, I believe we ſhoyld find the 
good Fruits and Effects of it on the _ 
an 
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andthe Lives of Men. And therefore it were 
heartily to be wiſh'd, that all that are come 
to Years of Diſcretion, and are competently 
inſtructed in the Nature of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and of this holy Sacrament of it, and 
have Opportunies for it, would never fail ſo 
often always to receive it. And as for receiy- 
ing it ofiner, let every you! Chriſtian judge 
as well as he can for himſelf, according to 
his Circumſtances and Condition, and the Oppor- 
tunities he has for more frequent Communions, 
with this only Obſervation, that the oftner he 
receives it with a devout and good Mind, 
the greater Benefits and Advantages he may 
reaſonably expect to receive by it. 

3- But that we may the better underſtand 
the Nature of this holy Sacrament, it will be 
neceſſary to conſider each of the two Parts 
therein. And firſt, the outward and viſible 
Sign is Bread and Wine, which the Lord hath 
commanded to be received by us. For at the In- 
ſtitution of this Sacrament he took Bread, and 
when he had given Thanks he brake it, and ſaid, 
Take, eat. Likewiſe alſo he took the Cup, and 
gave Thanks, and gave it to them, ſaying, Drink 
ye all of it, Thus therefore both the Bread 
and Wine in this holy Sacrament are to be re- 
ceived by us, by our eating of the one, and 


drinking the other. And the inward Part or 


Thing ſignified by the Bread and Wine which 
are thus to be receiy'd by us, is the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, which are verily and indeed ta- 
ken and received by the Faithful in the Lord i. 


Supper. For at the ſame time that our bleſled 


Saviour appointed this holy Feaſt of Bread 
and Wine, he alſo added, This is my Body, 
which is broken for you, and this is my Blood of 
the New Teſtament, which is ſhed for many yr 

| 00 
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the Remiſſion of Sins. By which our Lord 
plainly ſignified, that the Bread and Wine in 
this Sacrament are appointed for à holy and 
religious Purpoſe; and as by this holy Sa- 
crament we are to keep up a ſolemn Memo- 
rial of his Paſſion, ſo the Bread repreſents his 
Body, which was broken, and the Wine re- 
reſents his Blood; which was ſhed for our 
akes. We are therefore by no means to re- 
ceive the Bread and Wine in this holy Sa- 
crament as common Food, but with Reve- 
rence and Devotion ſuitable to ſo holy a Rite, 
in which the Bread and Wine, according to 
our Lord's Inſtitution, ſignify or repreſent to 
us his moſt ſacred Body and Blood, which in 
a ſacramental Senſe are werily and indeed taken 
and received by the Faithful, that is, thoſe who 
truly believe in the Lord i. Supper. I ſay, in a 
ſacramental Senſe; for it is not only in itſelf 
moſt abſurd to ſuppoſe that our Lord here 
meant that the Bread and Wine is his Body and 
Blood in a literal Senſe; but St. Paul expreſly 
calls it Bread when it is eaten in this holy 
Sacrament. Whoſoever, ſays he, ſhall eat this x Cor. xl. 27. 
Bread and diink this Cup of the Lord un- 
worthily And 'tis no wonder our Lord 
lo expreſſed himſelf, when that manner of 
ſpeaking was not uncommon, ſo as to call 
the Thing ſignifying, by the Name of the 
Thing ſignified by it; As Circumciſion was Gen. xvii. 9, 
called the Covenant, of which it was a To- 8 Os 
ken. So that when it is here ſaid, that the "0-4 1 
Body and Bloods of Chriſt are verily and indeed 
taken and received by the Faithful in the Lord's 
Supper, it is not meant that they receive 
Chriſt's natural Body and Blood, but that by 
receiving the Elements of Bread and Wine, 
P they 


bed 
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they are Partakers of Chriſt's Body and Blood 
really and truly in a ſacramental Senſe, inaſ- 
much as they are thereby effectually made 
Partakers of the Bleſſings or Benefits of them. 
From whence allo it follows on the other 


hand, that theſe are by no means naked Signs, 
as if they were the Memorials of our Lord's 


Body and Blood by human Appointment only, 
bur that they are replemſ d with divine Virtue 
by means of our Saviour's Inſtitution, to re- 
preſent, or rather to become in a ſacramental 
or ſpiritual Senſe his Body and Blood, and to 
convey to the Faithful the Benefits he has 

urchaſed for his Church, by the Sacrifice of 
his natural Body and Blood; which Benefits 


are the ſtrengthening and refreſhing of our Souls by 

the Body and Blood of Chrift, as our Bodies are 

3 the Bread and Wine. So that the Body and 
| 


ood of Chriſt, received by the Faithful in 
this holy Sacrament, becomes ſpiritual Food 
to our Souls, as Bread and Wine 1s temporal 
Food for our Bodies; and the reaſon why our 
Souls are refrc{h'd and ſtrengthen'd thereby is, 
becauſe herein we have the Aſſurance of God's 
Pardon and Mercy ſcabd to us, and his Grace 
to enable us to do his Will, ſo as that we 
ſhall be accepted by him. Our Lord him- 
ſelf has ſaid, He that eateth my Fleſh and drin 
eth my Blood dwelleth in me, and I in him. And 


as we are ſure that we muſt needs effectually/ 


eat his Fleſh and drink his Blood, when we 


do it by a true and lively Faith in this holy 
Sacrament, in which his Body and Blood are 
expreſly exhibited to us; ſo alſo we are ſure, 
that thoſe with whom he vouchſafes to duel, 


have both the Forgiveneſs of their Sins, and 


his Grace to enable them to obey _— 
| x he 
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The Conſequence of which is, if they con- 
tinue in that State, a happy Immortality of 
the Soul, and a- glorious Reſurrection of the 
Body allo at the laſt Day. According to 
what our Lord has alſo ſpoken a little before 
in the ſame Chapter; whoſo eateth my Fleſh and 
drinketh my Blood hath eternal Life, aud I ul 
raiſe him up at the lait Day. | 


Q. What is required of them that come 
to the Lo2d's- Supper 2 - i + 

A. To cxamine themlelves, whether 
thep repent them truly of their kozmer 
Sins, ltedfaſtlp purpoling ta lead a new 
Life; have a livelp Faith in God's Mer- 
ty thzough Chzeilt, with a thankkul Ke- 
membzance of his Death; and be in 
Charitp with all Wen. 


1. The Lord's-Supper bein fo holy a Rite Diſcourſe 


of our Religion, it is manifeſt that ſome what 


muſt be required on our Parts to render us WW 


meet or worthy to be Partakets of it. For it 
were abſurd to ſuppoſe that it was ever in- 
tended for the Vicious or Profane, while they 
continue to be ſuch; and certainly ſo holy a 
Myſtery ought to be teceiv'd in a holy and re- 
verend manner by all. And accordingly St. Paul 
exceedingly reproves the Corinthians for their 
unworthy manner of receiving it, and aſſures 
them, that whoſoever | ſhall 
drink this Cup of the Lord unworthily, ſhall be 
guilty of the Body aud Blood of the Lord, that 1s, 
ſhall bring great Guilt upon his Soul by his 
Irreverence and Diſreſpe& to the moſt ſacred 
Body and Blood of out Lord, which is re- 

1 preſented 


eat this Bread, and 1 Cox. xi. 25. 
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preſented by virtue of his own Inſtitution 


in this holy Sacrament. - And hence, as he 
ſoon after ſpeaks, he that eateth and drinketh 


unworthily, eateth and drinketh Damnation io 


himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's Body, thar is, 
he expoſes himſelf to the Judgment of God, 
in laying ſome temporal Calamity upon him 
upon account of his profaning of ſo holy a 
Myſtery. For that this is the Meaning of 
the Word Damnation or Judgment in the Ori- 

inal, is manifeſt from ſome of the 33 


ver. 30,3t, 31. Verſes, For this Cauſe, that is, for their di 


* 


verſe 28. 


orderly receiving of the holy Sacrament, ma- 
ny are weak and fickly among you, and many 


ſleep, that is, many die. But when we are 


Judged we are chaſtened of the Lord, that we 
ſhould not be condemned with the World; fo that 
the Judgment here meant, is ſome temporal 
Judgment or Chaſtiſement of the Lord in 


this Life, to prevent our Condemnation in the 


next. | 
2. But tho the Sin of profane Men in re- 
ceiving this holy Sacrament at all, and par- 
ticularly in receiving it after a diſorderly or 
unworthy manner, is great, yet the only jus? 
Inference that can be drawn from hence is, 
not that we ought to neglect this, which is ſo 
lain an Inſtitution of the Chriſtian Religion, 
t that we ought, as well as we can, to be- 
come meet for ſo holy a Rite, and perform it 
after as worthy a manner as we can. And this 
is the Inference that St. Paul makes from their 


Sin and Danger, in their receiving the holy 
Sacrament unuorthily. For he does not ad- 


viſe them, in order to avoid that Danger, not 
to receive it at all, but only that every one 
ſhould examine himſelf, and ſo that he ſhould 
| bes | eat 
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eat of that Bread and drink of that Cup, that is, 
that he ſhould conſider and repent of his for- 
mer Misbehaviour at the Participation of this 
holy Sacrament, and accordingly receive it 
worthily for the Time to come. The only 
further Enquiries therefore that remain 'now 
to be confider'd, are: Firſt, what Diſpoſition of 
Mind is requiſite for the worthy receiving of 
this holy Sacrament. Secondly, how it/may 
be attain'd. Thirdly, how to partake of this 
holy Myſtery after a worthy manner.” And 
laſtly, what ought to be the Effect or Fruit 
of it on our Minds and Lives. 4 | 
3. Wherefore in the firſt place, in order to 
ſhew what Diſpoſition of Mind is requiſite for 
the worthy receiving of the Lord'- Supper, it 
will be proper to conſider in one View the 
whole Nature and Defign of it. For that 
which is ſuitable thereunto can be the only 
Diſpoſition of Mind that is requiſite for the 
worthy receiving of it. This holy Sacrament 
therefore was deſign'd not only, as has been 
before obſerv'd, to keep up a conſtant grate- 
ful Remembrance of our Saviour's Paſſion, and 
to convey to his faithful Diſciples the Benefits 
of it, but it is alſo a Rite to wnite together all 
true Chriſtians in Love and Charity; for we 
being many, ſays the Apoſtle, are one Bread and 1 Cor. x. 17. 
one Body, for we are all Partakers of that one 
Bread, and have been all made to drink into one 
Spirit. Hence therefore as by this holy Sa- 
crament we become as it were more inti- 
mately united into one Body, which is the 
bleſſed Company of all faithful People, ſo we 
ought accordingly to love one another as Bre- 
thren, and to do thoſe good Works which — 
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the genuin Fruit of this noble Principle of 
Chriſtian Ive and Charity. And moreover, 
this holy Sacrament, as well as that of Bap- 
tiſm, is to be conlider'd as a federal Rite of 
the Chriſtian Religion, that is, ſuch a Rite 


whereby we have Communion and Fellow- 


ſhip with God, and hope to receive Bleſſings 
from him, and on our Parts renew our Cove- 


nam with him to be his faithful Servants for 


1 Cor. x. 16.ever. And this alſo appears from the Com- 


Ec. 


Pal. I. 5. 


pariſon that St. Paul makes between the Lord's 
Supper and the Jewiſh and Gentile Sacritices, 


that as the Jews by eating of their Sacrifices 


were Partakers of the Altar, that is, had Com- 
munion and Fellowſhip with God, the true 
God, the God of Iſrael, whoſe Altar it was; 
and as the (Gentiles by eating Things ſacrificed to 
Devils, had Fellowſhip with them, ſo Chri- 
ſtians by: partaking of the Table of the Lord in 
this holy Rite, have thereby Communion or 
Fellowfhip with him, and by conſequence 
enter into Covenant with him to be his true 
Diſciples. As in reſpe& of the Jewiſh Sacri- 
fices, it is written in the fiftieth Plalm, Gather 
my Saints together unto me, thoſe that have made 
a Covenant with me by Sacrifice. And indeed 
in the very Nature of the Thing, to partake 
of the Lord's Table, on which the Bread that 
is broken is the Communion of his Body, and 


whe Cup of Bleſſing which is bleſſed is the Commu- 


mon of his Blood, is in a ſolemn manner in ef- 
fe& to declare before God and Men that we 
are his Diſciples and Followers, in humble 


Hopes and Confidence of his Mercy towards 


us, and with a juſt Senſe of our Obligation 


4. And 
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4. And from hence, that is, from the whole 
Nature and Defign of the Lord's-Supper, as be- 
fore explain'd, it will be caſy-ro diſcern, that 
the Dsſpoſition of Mind requiſite for recciving 
of this holy Sacrament (after being firſt ac- 
quainted with the Nature of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion in general, and of the Lord's-Supper in 
particular, which are neceſſary, as previous to 


any other more particular Qualification for it} _ - 


conſiſts in having a true Repentance for our for- 
mer Sins, with a ſtedfaſt Purpoſe of leading a new 
Life, in having a lively' Faith in Gods Mercy 
thro” Chrift, with a thankful Remembrance of his 
Death, and in being in Charity with all Men. 
The 5ſt is requiſite, becauſe this holy Sacra» 
ment is a federal Rite of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, which calls us to Repextance' for our 
Sins, and to an obedient. and wirtnons. Life. 
The ſecond is requilite, as this holy Sacrament 
is 2 to keep up à continual gratctul 
Remembrance of the Sacrißce of the Death of 
Chriſt, and the Benefits which we reccive 
thereby; and the laſi is requiſite, becauſe it 
is a Rite of Love and Charity. 

5. But leſt any ſhould be deteri'd from re- 
ceiving this holy Sacrament, becauſe theſe are 
the Qualifications that are requircd of thoſe 
that would come to it worthily, there are two 
Things proper to be obſery'd. The firs is, 
that *tis not the umoſi Degree of Perfection 
in theſe Graces of Repentance, Faith and Cha- 
rity, that is neceſlarity required of us in order 
to be Partakers, with Benefit to ourfelves, of 
this holy Sacrament, For if that were the 
Caſe, none ſhould ever receive at all, conſi- 


dering that none are perfect in this Life. And i John 1. & 


this Sacrament doubtleſs was intended for 
the 
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the Weak, provided they are fincere, as well 
as the more perfect Chriſtians. And therefore 
thoſe who fincerely, or as well as they can, 
repent of their Sins, and believe in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and are in Charity with all Men, tho” not in 
ſo great Perfection as they deſire, yet need 
by no means ſcruple coming to this holy Sa- 
crament, which our Lord, who will not quench 
the ſmoaking Flax, nor bruiſe the broken Reed, 
molt certainly intended, not for. the Condem- 
nation, but the Salvation of his People. And 
ſuch ſincere, tho" imperfet Chriſtians, have 
in this reſpect even the greater need to re- 
ceive this holy Sacrament, in order to renew 
and confirm more and more their Repentance 
for their Sins, their Reſolutions of future Obe- 
dience, their Faith in God's Mercy through 
Chriſt, with a thankful Remembrance of his 


Death, and their Charity for all Men, and to 


receive Supplits of God's Aſſiſtance, to enable 
them to go on from one degree of Perfe&ion 
to another in theſe holy Graces. In a word, 
whoeyer deſires to come to this holy Sacra- 
ment with an honeſt Mind, to expreſs his Duty 
and Thankfulneſs ro God for his infinite Mer- 
cy to us by the Death of Chriſt, with fincere 
Deſires of obtaining the Pardon of his Sins, 
and God's Grace to enable him to lead a good 
Life, he may with Comfort approach God's 
holy Altar, tho' he is ſenſible he is not wor- 


thy ſo much as to gather up the Crumbs un- 


der his Table. The other thing to be obſerv'd 
to hinder our being deterr'd from receiving 


the holy Sacrament, becauſe theſe holy Gra- 


ces of Repentance, &c. are requiſite to the wor- 
thy receiving of it, is, that theſe Graces arc 
alſo requiſite in the Courſe of a Chriſtian 


"of Life, 
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Life, even tho the holy Sacrament had ne- 
ver been ordained, or tho' we were under 
no Obligation to receive it. For by the very 
Nature of the Chriſtian Religion, we are obli- 
ged to repent of our Sins, and fingerely to defire 
and endeavour to lead good and virtuous Lives; 
we are oblig'd to believe in our Lord ſeſus 
Chriſt, and certainly it becomes us to have 
a thankful Remembrance of his Death; and 
we are obliged to be in Charity with all Men, 
Hence therefore the Diſpofition that is requi · 
ſite for the holy Sacrament, is but the ſame 
which in the main is the Diſpoſition of eye- 
ry good Chriſtian in the general Courſe of his 
Life; and ſuch a happy Perſon has no more 
to do when he comes to this haly Sacrament, 
but to trim his Lamps as it were, and to re- 
new and enliven thoſe holy Graces in him, 
But as to the Wicked or Profane, they ought 
by no means to dare to come to ſa holy a 
Sacrament with their Sins unrepemed of. 
For as thereby they only profane ſo holy 3 


Sacrament, ſo they the more expoſe them, 


ſelves to God's Judgment againſt them. Nox 
that they are at all in a ſafe or ſecure Condi- 
tion, becauſe they don't come to the holy 
Communion ; but as they are altogether un- 
meet for ir, ſo they ought to judge themſelves 
alſo unmeet to obtain God's Mercy; and if 
by reaſon of their unrepented Sins, they are 
unqualified to have Communion with God 
at his Table here on Earth, they mult be al- 
ſo unqualified ro have Communion with him 
in Heaven. And therefore ſuch Men, if they 
defire to eſcape the Puniſhment of their Sins, 
have no other juſt Method to take, but to flee 
to God's Mercy for Refuge, by a fincere Repen- 
vue, and Faith in our Saviour Jeſus 9 
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In order to the former, they will do well to 


examine or conſider thoroughly their ſpiritual 


State or Condition, that is, the Diſpoſition 
of their Minds, and their former Practice in 
relation to Virtue and Vice, or their Obe- 
dience or Diſobedience to the Laws of God; 
and then to confeſs and bewail their Sins to 
Almighty God, with full Purpoſe of Amend- 
ment of Life, and ſincere Prayers that God 


would more and more give them true and 


ſincere Repentance, that he would pardon 
and forgive them, and enable them to keep 
his Laws. In ſuch a Caſe they may and 
ought with Comfort to look up to God's Mer- 
cy in Chri, who is always ready to receive 
thoſe that come unto him with a penitent 
Heart and a lively Faith. And with this 
moſt happy Diſpoſition, it will be their Duty 
and their Happineſs often to receive this ho- 
ly Sacrament, notwithſtanding their former 
Sins, not doubting but that they alſo ſhall par- 
take of the ineſtimable Benefits of it, to their 
1 and endleſs Comfort. | 

6. Now from what has been already ſaid, 
we may the eaſier in the ſecond place diſcern 
how we may attain that Diſpoſition of Mind 
which 1s requiſite for the worthy receiving 
of this holy Sacrament. The beſt Method 
whereto is, to become good Chriſtians, believing 
what the Goſpel teaches us, and doing what 
it commands, in the general Courſe of our 
Lives. For a truly chriſtian, or an obedient 
Life, conſiſts, as we have ſeen, in the Exer- 
ciſe of thoſe divine Graces, wherein that 
good Diſpoſition of Mind that is requiſite for 
the worthy receiving of the Lord's Supper 
conſiſts, or elle flows from them. Hence 


therefore 


of the C briſtian Religion, | 


therefore the beſt Preparation for this holy 


Sacrament, is to be ſuch as our Religion re- 


quires us to be, both in the inward Frame 


of our Minds, and our out ward Deportment; 


as tis reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that this muſt 


be the beſt Preparation for the moſt ſolemn 
Inſtitution of it. 1 
7. But beſides this habitual Preparation, it 


is requiſite that when we have Notice afore- 


hand of a Communion, we ſet ſome Time apart, 
the better to fit or diſpoſe ourſelves, by actual 
Preparation for the worthy receiving of it; 
that is, that we employ ſome proper Por- 
tions of our Time in ſuch religious Exerciſes 
or Meditations, as tend to produce in us, 


or to improve the aforeſaid Diſpoſition of 


Mind, which is proper for the Lord's-Sup- 
per. Good Men indeed have leſs need of 
this actual Preparation, tho* it becomes them 
alſo to trim their Lamps, and to enliven as it 
were that good Diſpoſition of Mind which 
they already poſſeſs, whenever they are to 
receive this holy Sacrament. But if} Men 
ought to take great Care and Pains in their 
Preparation for it, for otherwiſe: they cannot 
be mect for it at all. But in ncither the one 
nor the other does this Preparation depend 
upon little Rules. The main is an hone#? 
Heart, or a Mind ſincerely deſirous and endea- 
vouring to be good. In which Caſe let eve- 
ry one judge as well as he can for himſelf, 
according to his Circumſtances or Condition, 
what Time it may be proper for him to ſer 
apart, or what Method to take in preparing 

himſelf for the Lord's Supper. | 
8. Thirdly, as to the manner of receiving it, 
it may ſuffice to Minds well diſpoſed to ay, 
Q 2 that 
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that it ought to be in a manner ſuitable to the 
Majeſty of God, and the Kindneſs of our Re- 
deemer , our own lou and poor Condition, and 
the Bleſſings we hope for from him in this ho- 
ly Sacrament; that is, that we always re- 
ceive it in a manner that ſhews our Devo- 
tion, and Repentance towards God, our ſin- 
cere Faith in Chriſt, and Thankfulneſs for his 
Death, and our Charity for all Men. In a 
word, that our Behaviour be ſuch as becomes 
the Nature and Deſign of this holy Service. 

9. And laſtly, as to the Effect or Fruit this 
holy Sacrament dught to have on our Minds 
and Lives; it is certain we ought ſo to be in- 
fluenc'd by it as to become ſincerely pious, juſt, 
charitable, and ſober thereby; or it we are ſo 
happy as to be already in any meaſure ſo, that 
we improve in thoſe holy Graces and Virtues, 
of at leaſt continue in them, without the leaſt 
Diminution or Decay; and accordingly that 
we ſhew forth in our Lives and Converſations 
the genuin Fruits of Piety, Juſtice and Mo- 
deration. In a word, as the Obſervance of 
none of the orrward Ordinances of Religion 
will be of any Avail to us without a good 
Mind and a good Life, as the Fruit or Effet? 


ol it; ſo we ought to form as well as we can 


both our inward Diſpoſition and outward De- 
portment, according to the Obligations which 


our holy Religion in general, and this Inſti- 


tution of it in particular, lays upon us. And 
happy it will be for us if it always have 


this ble ſſed hett upon us accordingly. 


Of 
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Of Confirmation, and other Uſages 


of the CHURCH. 


NI the holy Sacraments of Baptiſm and 
the Lord's. Supper, there are alſo other 
Rites or Uſages in the Church, which de- 
ſerve here to be conſidered and explained, 
namely, Confirmation, Penauce, Ordination, Ma- 
trimony, and Viſitation of the Sick. Not that 
it is hereby in the leaſt intended to exalt 
theſe into the Number of Sacraments. For 
it 1s plain they have not the ſame Nature 
of Sacraments, as Baptiſm and the Lord's-Sup- 
per have, as being neither generally neceſſary 
to Salvation, nor having any outward wifible 
Sign ordained by Chrif?, to ſignify or convey 
to us ſome inward or ſpiritual Grace. But 
being holy Uſages, and all of them perhaps 
in ſome meaſure or other of divine or elſe 
apoftolical Inſtitution, they deſcrve a room 


among theſe Diſcourſes on the Church Cate- 


chiſm. And it were alſo proper to ſay ſome- 
thing concerning them, were it only for the 
wrong Notions entertain'd of them, and the 
Swperſtit.ons with which they are clogg'd in 
in the Church of Rome. | 


2. And firſt therefore, Confirmation 1s that 
Rite, by which the Biſhop, who is the chief 
Miniſter in the Church, /ays hs Hands on 
ſuch as have been baptized, and in a ſo- 
lemn manner bee them. It is called Con- 
firmation, becauſe thoſe that come to it are 
thereby confirmed or ſtrengthened in the Pro- 


: 
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feſſion and Practice of the Chriſtian Religi- 


on, into which they were baptix d, by means 


Office of Con- 
nation. 


Adds viii. 17, 
18. & xix. 6. 


of the Biſhop's Benediction, or ſolemn Pray- 
er to God with Impoſition of Hands, for 
his Holy Spirit to be beſtow'd upon them, and allo 


| — means of their renewing their Baptiſmal 
0 


w (according to the Uſage of our Church) 
ratifying or confirming the ſame in their own 
Perſons, which alſo may be a reaſon of its 
Name. And this holy Uſage ſeems deriv'd to 
us from the Practice of the holy Apoſtles them- 
ſelves, who laid their Hands on ſuch who had 
been baptiz d, which was accompanied with 
the Gift of the Holy Ghof?, And we may rea- 
ſonably hope that the ſolemn Prayers which 
the Biſhop offers up for thoſe who are already 
enter'd into the Chriſtian Church, and are 
defirous to believe the Doctrine of it, and to 
obey its Laws, will be alſo accompanied with 
God's heavenly Grace and Bleſſing. And as 


Numb. vi. 23. the Levites of old were appointed to bleſs the 


Children of 1f-ael, we have no reaſon to doubt 
bur that the Bleſſing of the chief Chriſtian 
Prieſts will be now no leſs effectual for their 
People on whom they lay their Hands, after 
the Example of the Apoſtles, in this holy Rite, 
ro certify them by that Sign of God's Favour 
and gracious Goodneſs towards them. And 
in as much as Perſons when they come to 


Tears of Diſcretion are here alſo brought to 


take the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity upon them- 


ſelves, and in their own Name, which was be- 


tore done tor them by their Godfathers and 
Godmothers when they were baptized, this So- 
lemnity may be of good Uſe to put them in 
mind of the Neceſfi and Importance of the 
Chriſtian Faith and a Chriſtian Life, when in 

| their 
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their own Names they take upon themſelves the 
Obligations of their baptiſmal Vow, and are 

confirm'd in the Chriſtian Church by one of 

the chief Paſtors of it. And in order to this 

the Church has ordain'd that Children ſhould 

be taught this ſhort Catechiſm, which contains 

the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, into 

which they have been baptix' d, before they 

be brought to the Biſhop to be confirm'd by 

him. Confirmation therefore being ſo ancient 

an Uſage, and of ſo good Uſe in order to our 

being confirm d or {trengthen'd in the Chriſtian 

Religion, our Church has made it in ſome 

mealure a Qualification for receiving the great- . 
eſt Myſtery and Privilege of the Faithful, I 
mean the holy Sacrament of the Lord';-Sup- 

per, by ordaining that none be admitted to the Rubr. at the 
holy Communion until ſuch time as he be confirm d, end of the Of- 
or be ready or deſirous to be confirm d. Not that — e 
thoſe who have no Opportunity of this O- en. 
fice need give themſclves 2 Unca- 

ſineſs concerning it. For the want of it can 

in ſuch a Caſe in no wile affect the State of 

their Souls; and thoſe who are willing to come 

to be confirm'd according to the Deſign of 

the Church, ſufficicntly anſwer her Intent by 

that il, tho' they ſhould never have an Op- 

portunity to put it into practice. 


3. In the next place Pennance, or which is 
the ſame thing, the Diſcipline of Repentance, 
would be of excellent Uſe alſo in the 
Church, if diſcrcetly enjoin'd, and duly per- 
| form'd. It appears, not only from the Nature 
of the Church, as it is a Society, but alſo from 
the Power our Lord gave to his Apoſtles of J9Þ" xx. 23. 


6 3 1 
remitting and retaining Sins, and the Practice Es. a 


Diſcourſes on the Principles 


120, 


of the Church conſequent thereupon, that ſhe 

has a Power to excommunicate, that is, to ex- 

pel or turn out of her Society or Communion 

obſtinate and notorious Offenders. And the 

Defign of this Power is not only to preſerve 

the Sound from the Infection of their Exam- 

ple, and to deter them from the commiſſion of 

ge 1 Cor. v. the like Sins, but alſo to bring the excommu- 

* nicated Perſogs themſelves to Repentauce. For 

no Part of the Diſcipline of the Church is for 

the Deſtruction, but the Salvation of the Souls 

of Men; and if Men have any Senſe of Con- 

ſcience or Religion upon their Minds, or Dread 

of the Puniſhments of the World to come, 

this Senſe will probably be arowſed and awa- 

kened, when they conſider the juft Sentence of 

the Church againſt them for their Sins; that 

they are judg'd unworthy of the Society of 

Chriſtians ; _ that — - Miniſters of 

... the Church do juſtly in ſuch Cale on Earth, is 

| _ _ ratified in Heaven. "hank when by thele or the 

| like Means they are brought to a Repent ance 

for their Sins, the Church may and ought to 

receive them again into her Boſom, and not- 

withſtanding their former Sins, they may be- 

come no leſs than any others are, living and 

ſeund Members of Chriſt's Body, and be ſav'd 
in the Day of his coming. 


4. And that proper Perſons might be ap- 

ointed for the Miniſtration of God's holy 

ord and Sacraments, and of theſe and the 

like Offices of the Church, our Saviour gave 

a ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evuan- 

Eph. iv. 11, oelifts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for thy 
922 perſecting of the Saints, for the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry, for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt. And 

| that 
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that he intended a Succeſſion of Miniſters in his 
Church, appears from his ſending his Apo- 
files in the ſame manner as the Father had 


s 
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ſent him, and his Promiſe to be with them 


to the End of the World, and from the con- 
ſtant Practice of the Church in its Admini- 


ſtration and Government ever fince. And the 


Method by which Men are ſo appointed to 
the miniſterial Office, is by the [mpofition 
or laying on of Hands of the Biſb»ps, who 
both from Scripture and primitive Antiquity 


appear to have at leaſt the chief Power of 


Ordination, and in this Sgnſe certainly the ſole 
Power, that none others ordain'd without 
them, which ſhould be a great Inducement 
to us of the Church of England, both to re- 
joice that we have Epiſcopal Government 
among us, eſpecially as it is freed from the 
Tyranny and Uſurpation of the Church of 
Rome, and by no means to withdraw our- 
ſelves from the Communion of our Church 
to follow Teachers, who, to ſay the leaft, 
come not into the Vineyard the ancient and 
regular way. And the Method by which 


Ordination is performed, namely, by Impofi- See Acts vi.6. 
tion of Hands, is derived down to us by an- & Lili. 3. 


cient and univerſal Uſage from the Times of 
the Apoſtles themſolves. 


* 
- 


5. As to Matrimony, let it be obſerv'd, Gen, ii. 18 
that as tis a holy State, and of divine Inſti- 22, 23» 24+ 


tution, ſo it ought to be eſteem'd or ac- 
counted of by us. To think or ſpeak of it 
with Contempt, is to contradi& the Senſe 
of all crvilix'd Nations, and to forget that 
it is a divine Inſtitution, ordain'd for excel- 
lent Ends and Purpoſes; not only to pun 

the 
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the Miſchief; and Miſeries that would ariſe 


from confus'd and irregular Mixtures, but to 
give Mankind that rational Sati faction and : 
Aſſiſtance that proceeds from a moſt ſincere k 
and diſintereſted, as well as moſt intimate ] 
Friendſhip and Amity, And none ought by \ 
2 means to enter heedleſly unto it, or much 0 

leſs to ſatisfy their carnal Appctites , like t 
brute Beaſts that have no Underſtanding; 8 
but reverently, diſcreetly, adviſedly, ſoberly, and U 

in the Fear of God, duly conſidering the Cau- a 
ſes for which Matrimony was ordain'd, as it v 

is expreſſed by our Church in the Office for a 

it. And certainly Husbands and Wives will 2 
find it their Happineſs, as it is their Duty, 7 

to love and honour one another in this holy v 
State to their Lives end. a 

6. Laſily, the Vifitation of the Sick by the f 
Miniſters of the Church is of great Uſe. Ir is 
is that they may adminiſter to the Sick ſpiri- 0 
tual Advice and Comfort; that they may pray rc 

A with them for their Recovery, if it ſhould n 
| r_ God to reſtore them to their former ne 
ealth, and recommend their Souls to him, 00 
when they are departing hence. Which good an 
Offices may be not only a Means to confirm in 
their Faith and Hopes in God's Mercy in ſuch th 
the Day of their Affliction, but alſo of recover- in 
ing the Sick, or deriving down a Bleſſing on the tu 
departing Soul. 1s any fick, ſays St. James, m 
_ d. among you, let him call for the Elders of the Pe 
Church, and let them pray over him, and the ſlr 
Prayer of Faith ſhall ſave the Sick, and the pr 
Lord ſhall raiſe him up; and if he have com- jul 
mitted Sins, they ſhall be ſorgiven him. And thi 
tho' theſe Words ſeem to allude to and im- fot 
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ply the miraculous Power of Healing that 
continued for ſome Time in the Church, 

and when the Sick were anointed with Oil in 

the Name of the Lord; yet in all Ages the 
Prayers of good Men will be of Uſe, it not al- 

ways to the fick Perſons themſelves, yet to the 
edifying of others, or to their own Benefit, by 
having done ſo charitable a Duty. For, as 

St. James ſpeaks ſoon after, the effectual for- 

vent Prayer of a righteous Man availeth much, 

and therefore adviſes thoſe to whom he 
writes to confeſs their Faults one to another, verſe 16, 
and to pray one for another, that they might 

be healed. As to the anointing the Sick with 

Oil, though it appears from hence that it 

was once an ancient Uſage in the Church, 

and from St. Mark's Golpel, that the Apo- ark vi. 13 
files allo us'd it when they miraculouſly heal- N 
ed the Sick in our Saviour's Time; yet it 

is by no means an eſſential Inſtitution, For 

our Lord has no where left us the leaſt Di- 
rection concerning it, and being a- Ceremo- 

ny in its own Nature altogether indifferent, 
nothing but an expreſs Precept, either of 

our Lord or of his Apoſtles for the Uſe 

and Continuance of it, can make it neceſſary 

in all Ages to be obſerv'd; and we have 

the greater reaſon to believe that it is now 

in no reſpe& neceſſary, becauſe of thoſe 

two Places quoted above, where only it is 
mentioned, the latter refers to the miraculois 
Power of the Aprſiles; the other alſo ſeems 
ſtrongly to imply the ſame Power in the 
primitive Times. There is therefore no 

juſt Foundation for the extreme Unction of 

the Church of Rome, nor Cauſe to contend 

for the Uſe af Oil in our Viftati:u of the 

R 2 Sick, 
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Sick. And to aſſert any Rite or 


that is left indifferent by the Chriſtian In- 


ſtitution to be of eſſential or zeceſſary Obli- 
2 is doing exceeding Diſſervice to Chri- 

ianity, and expoſing it to the Contempt of 
Scorners and Infidels, who are glad of eve- 
ry Pretence to reje& what they are unwil- 
ling, tho' unreaſonably, to comply with. 
How unreaſonably, I hope in ſome meaſure 
to ſhew in the following Diſcourſe, 


CONCLU- 


CONCLUSION. 


Concerning the Excellency of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and of the CHURCH off 
England. a 


N Aving finiſhed theſe Diſcourſes on the 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, as 
contain'd in our Church Catechiſm, and on 
Confirmation, and other Uſages of the Church, 
it will now be a very proper Conclufion to 
ſhew in one ſhort View the Excellency of this 
Religion, and of the Church of England, in 
which it is in ſo great Perfection proteſſed 
and taught. And 'tis the more neceſſary 
to do this, becauſe it is too notorious there 
is a Spirit of Iufidelity appearing even bare- 
fac d on. one hand, and on the other too 
many of thoſe, who are not without ſome 
Senſe of Religion, ſeparating themſelves from 
one of the beſt Churches upon Earth. But 
we may eaſily diſcover, that theſe Things 
can be owing only to the Wickedneſs or the 


Weakneſs of Men. 


2. Wherefore in the firſt place, the Chri- 
flian Religion is in all Reſpects moſt venera- 
ble and excellent. Ir 7 and enobles 
our Minds, by inſtructing us in the moſt ex- 
celent and neceſſary Things; it not only tea- 
ches us the Being, but alſo the Nature and 
Attributes of God, that he is infinitely great, 
wiſe, gcod and merciful, but juſt to puniſh 
guilty and impenitent Offenders; that 
Fas — World, and redeem d 3 _ 

ifies his People; that in him and by hi 
we and all Things that cxiſt . 


of the Chriſtian Religion” 
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and ſupported in Life and Being; and laſtly, that 
there are three divine Perſons of the fame 
divine Nature or Eſſence, in whom we are 
to believe, and whom we are to worſhip 
and adore. It gives us in Conjun&ion with 
the Books of the Old Teſtament (and it is 
the ſame Religion in the main that is con- 
tain'd in both, however differing in out- 
ward Rites or Inſtitutions, or in the Mea- 
ſure of its Diſcoveries, according as it was 
delivered by degrees, and in various Diſ- 
penſations ſuited to the various States and 
Conditions of the Church of God) it gives 
us, I ſay, a moſt noble and venerable Hi- 
ftory of Tranſactions in former Ages, the 
Knowledge whereof is of the utmoſt Con- 
ſequence to us; ſuch as the Creation of the 
World, the Fall of Man, the Deſtruction of 
the old World by the Deluge for their Sins, 
the Call of Abraham, the Father of the Faich- 
ful, and God's dealing with his former Peo- 
ple the Jews, before the Coming of our 
Lord himſelf in the Fulneſs of Time to the 
World; and above all, it teaches us the won- 
derſul Oeconomy of our Redemption by him, 
as it was by degrees diſcovered to the Sons 
of Men, manifeſted in full Light by his 
Coming into the World, by his Death on the 
Croſs, his Reſurreftion from the Dead, his 
Aſcenſion into Heaven, and powerful Inter- 
ceſſion there; and will be finally compleated 
and accompliſhed at his ſecond Coming to judge 
the World. „ 5 i 
3. The Chriſtian Religion gives us allo the 
moſt holy and excellent Laws, ſuch as are 
in all reſpects ſuited to our rational Nature, 
and would be even pleaſant to us, were it 
not for our Corruption and Folly; and t = 
os re 
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fore they are ſuch. Laws as we ourſelves, 
if we were wiſe, would chuſe to be given 
us: The Deſign of which is, to teach and 
command us a fincere Love of God, who 
infinitely deſerves it; and a filial, not a ſla- 
viſh Fear of offending him, who is ſo  infi- 
nitely great and good; together with a Love 
and Beneficence towards Mankind, and a juſt 
Moderation of all our Deſires or Inclinations; 
and that we do theſe Things not out of 
any mean or worldly Deſigns, but a noble 
Principle of Love and Obedience to God, and 
; Faith in our Redeemer. 512 
4. And the Rewards upon which theſe 
Laws are eſtabliſned and propoſed to us, 
are great and excellent, worthy ſo divine 
an Inſtitution, and the Nature and Reaſon of 
Men. It ſhews us the incſtimable Privileges 
of the Communion of the Faithful, that we 
may earneſtly deſire and contend to be of 
their kappy Number; ſuch as the Forgiveneſs 
of Sins, the Protection of God's Providence, 
and the Miniſtry of his Angels; the happy. Im- 
mortality of the Soul, the Reſurrection of the 
Body, and an eternal Happineſs in both at 
the final Conſummation of all Things ; a Happi- 
neſs ſuited in all reſpe&s to rational Beings. 
And tho' the everlaſting Puniſhment that is 
threatned againſt wicked Men is indeed ter- 
rible to human Nature, yet let it be conſi- \ 
der'd, that good and virtuous Men have no 
need to fear what is denounc'd only againſt 
the Ungodly; nor have the greateſt Sinners 
reaſon to fear thoſe Puniſhments, if they 
repent of their Sins, againſt which they are 
denounc'd: Let it be moreover conſidered, 
that God knows beſt how to govern and 
deal with his Creatures, and that we find 
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1 that Frar a is P 


| cher neceflary to work upon a 

Pat of Mankind, without which . — 
World in ſome meaſure wqild even here be 
MY turned into a Hel; and that the Dread of 
an everlaſting Puniſbment in another World 
Po may work upon many, whom temporal Pe- 
|  nakies would no ways influence. By means 
| whereof the ity of wicked Men are 
not wicked as they otherwiſe 
= would be; as we find by Experience, that 
| x Men are unwillig to commit greater Ads - 
—_ of Wickedneſs, when they allow themſelves *| / 
g She 
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ne But tho' we were not able 


any Row 
umber. For 
the 
ngs, or annul thoſe pu- 


gr y to 

make this Uſe of the Puniſbments of the Un- 
godly, ſince whatever they are we may cer- 

tainly, unleſs it be our own Faults, eſcape 
them. For, | 

FJ. In the laſt place, this divine Reli igion 

makes the moſt deſirable Proviſion for the 

Weakneſs of our mortal Nature. It pro- 

claims the glad Tidings of Peace and Recon- 

ciliation to 21 ent Offenders; and there- 

fore tho we are fallen and finful Creatures, 

x yet if we believe in Chriſt as we ought, ns 

\ ſhall not periſh, but _— everlaſting Life. 
| order whereunto it ſupplies us with the 45 


* fiance of God's holy * pirit, to enable us ſo 
to 
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8 Wil, as that we ſhall be „ 


-aments 
Met to us, 
tax is ſul 10 8x Nr, by Kip 
for it in a , great, .mdaſure even in à na- 
| ab; Way. Sacrament of Baptiſm, as 
it y ate enters us into the Church, and the 
Religion of Chrilt, ſo it is of Uſe to give us a 
more lively Senſe of our Ob/igatzon to live ſuit- 
able thereunto. And, the. Sacrament, of the 
213 frequently and worthily receiv'd, 
te nds natural to keep "P a, couſiant and 2 
vout Aememlrance i in the Church ol our Lord's 
* for our Sins, and by conſequence to in- 
ans us to repent of them, and to lead good 
d wrtuons Lives in Obedience, to his Laws. 
Ia the other holy, Uſages of the Church are 
alſo. of excellent Uſe to promote the End 
and Defign of this holy Religion. By Confir- 
mation we are ſtrengthened in that Faith and 
Profeſſion intd. which we were baptiz'd. By 


| Pennance we are reconcil'd to the Church, when 
by our Sins we have render'd ourſelves unwor- 


th of her Communion. By O, dination an 
Order of Men are ſet apart and appointed 
to teach this Religion to the reſt of the 
World, and to adminiſter the. Offices of it. 


By Marrioge we ate taught to reſtrain our 


Fur Deſires; and by it, if the Conduct 


and Behavi Bes of all were ſuitable to its Na- 


ture and Deſign, both in reſpect of their 
entering into this holy State, and their con- 


tinuance in it, we might reaſonably hope, for 


A, more general Succeſſion of Men from one 
Age 10 another living in the Fear and: Love 
of God, and the Obedience of his Laws: Aud 
Jah, by the Viſitation Y the Sick, Men art 
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* the more excites to & ood and wvirttoits 15 1 
i they recover, better e Mi 
another World it they die. 8 
F. Andif it be needful alſo to take a View 
of the Chriſtian Religion in compariſon with 
others, or of the genuin Fruits and Efefts of 
Le Ee —— of thoſe * 
eſs it not, or profeſſing di it, we ſhall 
* the difference to be at alt nens ſuch, 
as a noble Piety, a diſintereſted Love of Man- 
kind, and its Fruits Peace and Beueficence, and 
a rational Temper of Mind, undifturb'd by im- 
| moderate or irregular Paſſions; I ſay, we ſhall 
find the difference ta be ſuch, as theſe noble 
this happy Temper of Mind are A 


Graces 
different from an Ignorance, or even a rejeſting 
of God and Goodneſs, from a ſavage Stupidi- 


ty or pernicious Craft, from Murders, Adulteries, 
Robberies, or any other kind of diſſolute Man- 
| ners, producing only Confuſion and Miſchiefs 

| among Mankind. The former are the genuin 
and lovely Offspring of Chriſtian Obedience, but 
the other the accurſed Fruit of Irreligion and 
Infidelity, as they more or leſs abound in eve- 
ry falſe, idolatrous, or ſuperſtitious Religion. 

6, And how happy is it, that by God's 
Providence and Mercy we have not only been 
baptized into this moft holy and excellent Re- 
ligion, but alſo live in a Church, I mean the 
Church of England, here we have this Re- 
ligion profeſd and taught, and the Sacraments 
and other Uſages of it adminiſter d to us in fo 

KK at Purity and Pe:fefFion. In this Church we 
Tre the Chriſtian Religion taught us as it is 

contain'd in the holy Scriptures, without thoſe 
monſtrous Additions which are obtruded on her 
Members by the Church of Rome; and 

we have the holy Sacraments. and othet Uſages 
adminiſter d 
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_ - adminiſter'd- with fem, but proper Cerenwnies,. 
and without the Superſtition and Idolarry of the 
fame Church. We have here the. 
Apoſtolical Government of the Church by Bi-' 
ſhops, which is ſo unhappily rejected by too 
many of our own People; and however we 
may or ought to chuſe, not to condemn other 
Churches who are without Epiſcopacy abroad; 
yet certainly we ought to eſteem it an Happi- 
zeſs that we have here at home that Govern- 
ment of the Church eſtabliſh'd amongſt us, 
which appears to have been the Government 
of the Catholick Church in all Ages from the 
Apoſtolical Times. We have here an excel- 
lent Liturgy, wherein to offer up our common 
Prayers to God, not in an untnoum Language, 
or with ſuperſtitious and redundant Ceremonies, 


ä 


2— Ü— 


+ One cannot doubt hut that the Government of the 
Church by Biſhops ij agreeable to the Mind and Will of 
Chrift, when he conſiders, together with its Reception eve- 
ry where, and Fa antiently in the Catholick Church, that 
it anſwers to the Jewiſh High-Prieſthood ; that our Sa- 
viour himſelf, who was appointed the High-Prieſt of our 
Profeſſion, Heb, iii. 1. and the Biſhop of our Souls, 
1 Pet. ii. 25. had under him twelve Apoſtles and ſevent 
Diſciples, anſwering to the Prieſts and Levites under : 
11 Diſpenſation; that he afterwards expreſly ſent 

s Apoſtles, as the Father had ſent bim, John xx. zt, 
22. whereby he conſtituted them as it were the Hidb-Prieſts 
in hi Church, with Power of continuing a Succeſion of 


their flandins Apoſtolical Office to the End of the World. 
See th. xxviii. 20. firſt indeed there could be no 


Appointment of particular Diſtri#s or Dioceſe: to parti- 
cular Men. But in ſome Time, as we find in general that 
St. Paul was the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, as St. Peter was 
to thoſe of the Circumeiſion, Gal. ii. 7. ſo alſo we hare . 

Intimation of particular Perſons prefiding over particular 
Places or Diſtridt, as St, James at Jeruſalem. See Acts 
Xii. 17. & xv. 13, &c. Gal. i. 19. & ii. 9. Timothy at 

heſus, and Titus in Crete. See the Epiſtles to Timo» 


thy and Titus. 
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ns- of our Miniſters, mas the 
ſſenters are. And perhaps too 
her © Diſcipline of Penzance is as good as the 
Circumſtances of Things in theſe latter Ages 
will admit of; at leaſt I know not where 
there is a better in any other Church upon 
Earth. And as this Church is truly. excellent 
in itſelf, fo I believe, that notwithſtanding 
the Irreligion and Profaneneſ; there 1s : 
amongſt us (as there has been always Fs ok 
or leſs in all Ages and in all Countries) yet 
there are no where more genuin Piety, and 
Virtue, and good Works upon the Face of the 


Earth, than there are among the Members 


of the Church of England. If to this it be 


proper here alſo to mention the Excellency of 
our Civil Conſtitution, it may be truly affir- 


med, that if we know 'our own Hap ineſs, | 


we are certdinly, pus of the happieſt 1 ations 


fort of our mortal Lives here on Earth, and 


upon Earth. 

7. Now from- this View both of the Chri- 
ide Rellgion and of the Church of England , 
let t his be, as it ought to be, the juf Con- | 
ſequence, that we all ſtudy to be ſuch as the 
beſt and wiſeſt Chriſtians have been in all Ages, 
and ſuch in particular as the good Members 
of the Church of England are; that is, ſuch 
as have a /incere 21 uncorrupted Faith, and 
pratliſe thoſe goed Works which are the Fruits 
of it, ſuch a3 thoſe of Piety, Juſtice and Cha- 
rity are, with a 14% Moderation of all our Paſ- 
ſions or Deſires. By which, means we ſhall 
make the beſt Proviſion for the Peace and Com- 


4 happy Immortality in Heaven. 
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ae ing rd Even 
* Prayer, either? 2 I . * 
on or 4 Family, out of the Book, 
f Common Prayer. 


? 


Egin with the followiq cs, Con- 
B Kon, Oc. * Ty t { 


Enter not into Judgment with thy 


— 0 
Lord, for in in Sig ful no Man ont ln juſt 


Almighty and moſt merciful Father; We have 


erred, &c. 45112 
Our Father, &c. . 
O Lord, ſbeu thy Mercy upon us. 


And grant 14 thy Salvation, &c. 3 


Tuben the Cole for the Day, * * ret 
of the Prayers to the end of Morning and Even- 
ing Prayer.” 

Any one as he pleaſes may uſe the whole, 
or add hereto any other Part of the Moming 
and Evening Prayer. 

Particularly, as every one ſhould endeavour 
to acquaint himſelf as well as he can with 
the Will of God reveal d in his Word, he may 
with his Devotions, or on ſome other proper 
Times, read the Hſalms and Leſſons ; _ — 
Portion as he ſhall judge belt of the holy Scri 
tare, nilf. 3 nt | &h {757 '$1 203 2 
Inſtead of this Office; or together we it, 
the'Litany may at any time be us, as any) 


one ſhall judge meet: Lieth mit omen 


Alſo with this Office, or auy other ine, 
on uſe, according io hit Diſerttidn, one 


0 e e 


or more 3 che Gen 
_ Office, or of the other Collałis ap pointedtobe =» 


und throughout the Year, F when 
he — * Þ prey or ſome particular Grace 
Inſtance, 


fer he profitable Uſe of the holy Scrip- 
tures, the — for the ſecond Sunday in 
Advent. 

For God's Grace and Mercy ſ 
help and deliver him, that for the 
day in Advent. 

For Regeneration, that for Chriſlmus-Day, 
only leaving out the Words (as at this time) 
except at the proper Seaſon. 

In like manner other Colefts may be us'd. 
The Week before the Communion, every 
private Perſon may alſo profitably uſe the fol- 
mars Prayer out of the Communion Office, 


"Tak not preſume to come to this holy Table, &c. 
And the following after the Communion, viz, 


Almighty and everliving God, I moſt heartily 
thank thee, &C: 

Laſtly, private Perſons may apply the gene- 
ral Words in in theſe Prayers o* pry Church to 
any particular Caſes of their own, making pro- 
per Pauſes or Reſts for that Purpoſe. As in 
the Confeſſion, they may confeſs to God any 
particular Sins of cheir own; in the Prayer for 
the Clergy and People, they may particularly 
| pray for their own Miniſter and Pariſhioners ; 

the Prayer for all Conditions of Men, when 
they they goag b for the good Eſtate of the Catholick 
they may particulatiy include their 
| yo more immediate Relations and Friends; 
and when they-pray for thoſe who are any ways 
offiified, dc. chey may particularly — 
ben * 


ily to 
h Suns 
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, or of eee ; 

Thankſgiving, they may i a . 2 — 5 1 
offer their humble and heart) Thanks to God 
for any Mercies or Ble np nm mlelves 
in particular have receive ſe Thipgs 
1 y do by offering up to God the Senſe 

ſires of der own Minds, either without 
any Words at all, or by ſuch Words as their 
own Thoughts or Deſires at ſuch a tnt my: 
ſuggeſt to them, | 


il — 


ä 
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— fr a Child 
Lord, have Mercy upon me. 
Chriſt, have Mercy upon me. 
Lord, have Mercy upon me. 

Our Father, Cc. 


LORD our heavenly Father, Almighty 
and everlaſting God, who halt ſafely 


- brought me to the beginning of this Day; de- 


fend me in the ſame with thy mighty Power, 
and grant that this Day I fall into no Sin, 
neither run into any kind of Danger; but that 
all my Doings may be order'd by thy Gover- 
nance, to do always 0 is righteous in thy 
Sight, chro Jeſus Chrilt our Lord. Amen. 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the Love of God, and the Fellowſhip of the 
Holy Ghoſt, be with me, and with all Men, 
eſpecially my dear Parents and Relations, 


evermore. © Amen, 


Evening 


— — — 
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rar. 


gre great Merey defend 


me from all Perl and Danvers of this Night, 
for the Love of thy BY Son our SITIO Je- 
ſus Chtiſt. N . 
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